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Selective Oxidation of 4-Substituted -2, 6-di (hydroxymeth yl) phenols

Hu Yao-Fei Hu Hong-Weng*
(Department of Chemistry, Nanjing University, Nanjing)

Abstract

4-Substituted-2, 6-di(hydroxymethyl)phenols were converfed to their magnesium
salts with ethylmagnesium bromide and then treated with paraformaldehyde to give
the corresponding bS-substituted-2-hydroxy-8-hydroxymethyl benzaldhydes. Further
oxidation of the second hydroxymethyl group in these products was prevented by the
prior formation of an electron-withdrawing formy! group.



