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Abstract The structures of 2-(3'-hydroxy-2'-pyridyl)benzoxazole (HPyBO) with alkali (or alkaline earth)
metal jons (Li", Na*, K*, Be’", Mg®" and Ca*") were fully optimized at the 6-311+ +G(d,p) level by us-
ing B3LYP density functional theory and the binding energies were calculated at the same level. The result
shows that the cation-m interaction between alkali (or alkaline earth) metal ions and HPyBO complexes are
very strong, some of the interactions are even comparable to chemical bonding. The relative energies show
that cation-m interaction can change the energy barrier of intramolecular proton transfer. When considering
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Figure 1 The initial structures of HPyBO cation-n complex (ENOL, enolic form; KETO: keto form)
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Figure 3 The optimized geometries for ENOL of the cation-n complexes at the B3LYP/6-311+ +G(d,p) level
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Table 1 The calculated and energy structural parameters of cation-n complexes at the B3LYP/6-311+ +G(d,p) level

A-Li" ANa'  AK"T  A-BST A-Mg®T A-Ca¥™ B-BeT C-Lit C-Nat CKT GBS C-Mgtt C-Ca’t
T125.4/(°) 1.1 0.4 0.0 125 74 2.4 281 42 — — 238 129 86
Egf(kJomol ) 445 3.34 2.51 56.36 28.06 18.52 12265 480  — — 9894 3588 17.11
1.849 2421 2903 1270 1.941 2.334
R/A 1746 1839 — — 116l 1.867 2235
ENOL (1.842)  (2408)  (2.904) (1.290) (1.941)  (2.371)
AZPVE/(kJmol ')6.40 2.68 1.49 7.46 1.81 2.43 263 506 @ — — 530 012  0.99
BSSE/(kJemol ") 2.75 3.59 1.59 3.35 3.90 2.16 516 264  — — 381 364 182
4 —141.93 —8492 —56.84 —1039.59 —547.58 —371.16
AE/(kJsmol ") —914.67—130.93 — — —1012.42 —522.08 —366.33
(—160.79) (—100.00) (—67.95) (—960.10) (—494.17) (—334.43)
T1234/(%) — — — 23.1 10.8 — — 49 2.8 15 215 15.1 6.5
EJ(Jemol )  — — — 84.70 26.65 — — 841 564 449 69.04 4157  23.11
R./(A) — — — 1.276 2.035 — — 1812 2368 2.830 1.196 1.844 2269
KETO
AZPVE/(kJemol ")— — — 8.03 236 — — 891 505 411 1148 627 625
BSSE/(kJemol ') — — — 3.18 3.63 — — 251 330 135 372 380  1.80

AE/(KJemol ")  — — —

—1009.44 —525.56

—158.33 —101.91 —73.51 —1085.48 —588.99 —418.92

¢ FES g B3LYP/6-3114 +G(d,p) K T A1) 4 s B -2 A (kA v (),
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Table 2 The ionic, covalent and bond order of alkali (alkali earth) metal ions

Li* Na* K" B Mg** Ca*"
Pauling ionic radius/A 0.6 0.95 1.33 0.31 0.65 0.99
Covalent radius/A 1.34 1.54 1.96 0.9 1.3 1.74
Ry (C-M")Y/A 23 2.65 3.03 2.01 2.35 2.69
R(C-M"")"/A 2.11 2.31 2.73 1.67 2.07 2.51
Wiberg bond index* 0.077~0.119  0.047~0.053  0.035~0.041  0.476~0.743  0.581~0.860  0.334~0.360

R A B I AR B R AR S BRI TR AR AR(1.70 A)Z R R4 JE SRR (0.77 AL AR 2 ;¢ ST () e B 1 R L.
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Table 3 Changes of net NBO charge on alkali (alkali earth)
metal ions at the B3LYP/6-311+ +G(d,p) level

A-Li" A-Na"A-K*A-Be’" A-Mg”" A-Ca’" B-Be*"

ENOLAg(M"")0.05 0.02 0.02 035 033 0.17 025
KETOAgM")— — — 041 056 —  —
C-Li" C-Na" C-K" C-Be** C-Mg?" C-Ca*"
ENOLAg(M"")0.04 — — 035 027 017
KETOA¢(M"")0.06 0.02 0.02 034 027 0.18
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Table 4 Electron density p(r), Laplacian V?p(7), electronic potential energy ¥, and hydrogen bond energy Eyy at the B3LYP/6-311+

+G(d,p) level
A-Li" A-Na® A-K" A-Be’™ A-Mg?" A-Ca?" B-Be’" C-Li" C-Na* C-K' C-Be*" C-Mg®" C-Ca*
p(r/a.u. 0.033 0.035 0.035 0.027 0.029 0.028 0022 0048 — — 0.047 0.051  0.050
ENOL V2p/la.u. 0.102 0.104 0.105 0.088 0.092 0.092 0075 0.111 — — 0.105 0.107  0.109
Vo/a.u. —0.027—0.029 —0.029 —0.020 —0.022 —0.022 —0.015 —0.044— — —0.042 —0.048 —0.047
Epp/(kJemol ')y —35.6 —37.4 —38.6 —26.0 —28.6 —285 —203 —580 — — —545 —625 —614
p(r)/a.u. — — — 0.043 0043 — — 0.039 0.041 0.043 0.022 0.025 0.029
KETO V2p/la.u. — — — 0.129 0130 — — 0.127 0.132 0.134 0.081 0.092  0.105
V/a.u. — — — —0.038 —0.037 — — —0.033—0.036 —0.038 —0.015 —0.018 —0.022
Eyp/(kJemol ') — — — —493 —483 — — —43.8 —474 —499 —198 —23.6 —292

“ HPyBO H i 3R 2% 20 ) i 23 0 A —49.5 Rl —77.9 kJemol .
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