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Abstract

The flowers of Gardenia jasminoides Ellis were used in Chinese folk medicine for
birth control. It was found that the ethyl acetate extract of the flowers showed signifi-
cant effect on terminating early pregnancy in rats. Flash column chromatography
separation of the crude exiract afforded several components among them two new
cycloartane triterpinoids, namely gardenic acid® and gardenolic acid B were active
components. The structure of gardenolic acid B(1), m.p. 214—216°C, [a]}/+51.2,
Cg0H4605, has been deduced by spectral analyses on the acid and its diacetate (2).



