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ABssTRACT

v-(A-Cyclohexenyl)-y-ketobutyric acid was prepared in an experiment by action of suc-
cinic anhydride on cyclohexene with aluminium chloride as catalyst. Meanwhile other cata-
lysts of the Lewis acid type, such as ferric chloride and stannic chloride, were also tried,
but the results were not satisfactory. In reducing y-( Al<cyclohexenyl)-y-ketobutyric acid to y-
(Al-cyclohexenyl) butyric acid, both Wolff-Kishner’s method and Huang Minlon’s modifica-
tion were experimentally employed the result being unexpectedly in favor of the former.
The final step of intramolecular cyclization of the ¥-(Al-cyclohexenyl)-butyric acid to
A% ctalone was carried out by the usual method of Darzens.



