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Synthesis and Application of Cyclopentadithiophene Derivatives

Xinming Hu Chunxiao Zhong Xiaoyan Li Xiong Jia Ying Wei* Linghai Xie*
(Centre for Molecular Systems and Organic Devices (CMSOD), State Key Laboratory of Organic Electronics and

Information Displays & Institute of Advanced Materials (IAM), Nanjing University of Posts & Telecommunications,
Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract Cyclopentadithiophene (CPDT) derivatives, as a class of fluorene-like molecular building blocks that have a wide
range of applications in the design of organic optoelectronic materials due to their easily molecular tailoring, electron-rich,
low band gap, high electrical conductivity and good charge transport properties in the field of plastic electronics. At the same
time, cyclopentadithiophene is easy to carry out structural modification, which can introduce various functional groups con-
veniently and quickly, and can expand a variety of derivatives. Cyclopentadithiophene can be divided into six structural iso-
mers based on the position of the S atom on thiophene. Among these structural isomers, there are many reports on
4H-cyclopenta[2,1-b:3,4-b"dithiophene derivatives. In this article, we review mainly the synthesis and properties of
4H-cyclopenta[2,1-b:3,4-b"dithiophene derivatives and applications in organic solar cells (OSCs), organic field-effect tran-
sistors (OFETs). The research progress in organic light-emitting diodes (OLEDs) and other fields is also comprehensively

summarized. The perspectives of the gridochemistry of CPDT-based organic semiconductors will be made finally.

Keywords cyclopentadithiophene; n-system; fluorene-like; organic photovoltaic; organic field effect transistor
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Figure 1 Six structural isomers of cyclopentadithiophene
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Figure 2 Four synthetic methods of CPDTs
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Figure 3 Molecular structure of CPDT derivatives
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Table 1 Photophysical data, energy levels, and band gaps of CPDT derivatives
Solution Film Cyclic Voltammetry
Amax/NM Amax/NM HOMO/eV LOMO/eV Band-gap/eV
EH-DFBT 712 761 —5.16 —3.57 1.59
PehCDT-BT 546 546 —5.20 —3.44 1.76
BDTCPDT 776 779 —5.18 —3.31 1.87
PCPDTBTNT 613 616 —5.04 —3.53 1.51
UF-C2C5-2F 750 — —5.46 —4.07 1.39
Cl1-1-C,H — — —5.07 —1.84 3.23
C1-1-CN — — —5.85 —2.56 3.29
Cl-1-F — — —5.05 —1.55 3.50
C1-1-CH; — — —4.78 —1.30 3.48

EH-DFBT PehCDT-BT

UF-C2C5-2F

Kl4 CPDT TIN5 T 451
Figure 4 Molecular structures of CPDT derivatives
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JCHEE AN E $f KPHEE . [F4E Ding 8
YO BT E B BT — PR T DU R () 2 A B P AR R
AW PCPDTTTz(E 5). X /&5 — AN LAY N 5 1 v]
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#F PCPDTTTzPC,BM 1 ¥ A FH g b ) PCE
A 5.4%.
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PehCDT-TZ. PocCDT-BT Fl PocCDT-TZ( 5). X IYFh
EEW R R H 58 FI I ICE FE (300~800 nm), YA IR
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TORBHYE, 1.000 KWem ) il i Fi v 25 22 1 A o Dt
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Jsc N 7.14 mAscm 2, PCE N 2.23%.

2012 4 Maes B @ AP A R T HEED
PCPDT-DTTzTz(}¥ 5)FF 5t CPDT f] 4 ‘SO (b ks B
R A ORI R Al B2 o) 22 Ay B 56 S A L e AR M BE 1
SO ORI, IR B HUARIE N I B T R,
mHEFES T RGBS, IR R T 45 WA
¥}, 24 PCPDT-DTTZTz 5 PC7BM V& 4 R 3 & #h)7
RPBHBE RIS, 75 AM 1.5 JGiB4E it B i 25 % 1)
FrUEEIR, 3 PCE N 2.43%. Bfi o @it R~ HERH o9
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Figure S5 Schematic diagram of the application of CPDT derivatives in fullerene solar cells
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3R 1CIC A1 2CIC(InE 6), FHKH R H TR EYIR
FHAEE HL. B 7L s R IAAXT T 1CIC, 2CIC AHKRAFE
(6 255 B, B T 20 AR, B i) HOMO
LUMO fe&/KF¥, LAHEERBFITEE 2CIC 5K E
Y1) PTB7-Th( 6)7E & il B i E & $)d X BH B Fa it 23 4F
WARR] THEOAMN RITERE, H Voc 4 0.75V, Jsc 7 10.97
mAescm 2, FF A 43.00%, PCE 4 3.53%.

2020 4 Bo BWRAHPE B 7 =F0m] N TS #ii
X BH B FE It 1R FE A0 1 AR 2R T 32 4R B kL FOC6-IC,
FOC6-FIC fl FOC2C6-2FIC( 6), =A% kT EE h
AN CPDT 4%, 8 i R E B mT Lk
WEARITERE. DT IR, 73 E] DUE
T 7y 1 P AR AH E A A B P T4k, B 2857 f
A3 F AT LB m-m HERURT A SI7 4 35 5 0 5 i JE 2 T 1)
A EAE LA 0.33~0.34 nm (1525 B8 555 HERRAE [ 2
. & 45303 T PBDB-T(E 6):FOC2C6-2FIC [IEE
B K P RE LM ) PCE N 12.36%, #H &% 3 T
PBDB-T:FOC6-FIC -E & #)) )& X BH & H it (PCE A~
12.08%)A13EF PBDB-T:FOC6-IC IF & #J A BH it FLith
(PCE 1 10.80%) I 1 BE BE 4T, 10t 75 45 3R B 70+ 1) 9
LU AR BAE FAESZAR 5 TR HERR . FL gy i ARG AR 14
e E 2 OCEBENEA.

2020 4F Lee BRI KU B4~ CPDT Hw[A]
HEENZEEATEWYMOR, R AR T =M
A-D-A'-D-A BIFEH B 7324k, Bl BTCPDT. BTCPDTO4
fil - BTCPDTE( 6). WF 7 4 R & U E T
PBDB-T:BTCPDTO4 [#)3E & ¥} A FHRE It PCE fx
moIs Bl T 11.85%. £ F PBDB-T:BTCPDT Al
PBDBT:BTCPDTF K3k & ¥nd KPFHEE ¥ PCE AHXY
B, A T.22%F0 7.32%. IXEEHFEHAERT 7Ok A
A R AL T HUR ISR B A-D-A-D-A BUFHIR
FHL 52 P o — e G 1T 58 SO R SR, RIS S mT DR
mEIRTERE, AR IR ML | R AE S PEREZ [l
FHE MR, NPHPE T2 R e 3 it 17— I at
FLI7IA).

[F] 45, Bo B ZH ] il i Aol CPDT Hot .2 (8]
PR R BUAREE, Wk G e T U/ s 2 4k, B
p-DOC6-2F, 0-DOC6-2F, 0-DOC8-2F Hl 0-DOC2C6-
2F(UIFE 6). fEXPUA>F i, p-DOC6-2F HA S A
B Cop SPRRPE, BABRBRAERCD, THAR=AN 2 U e
B Co XPRRYE, MR, [FIR Coy XFR ST LEAH B
1) Con RIFRA> T HA U IR, 5BA G XK
p-DOC6-2F itt, BA Co SHFRI 0-DOC 43132 AR 1
W B T R I 4. L PBDB-T(EA LI IR 90O 1E 9
BEfk, BFIE T X AR R AR e 45 R R
PBDB-T:p-DOC6-2F [ 7R A 5 ¢ i H A [ 4 43 5,
XFEA BT 2 S 80A PR FH A8 st 2320 10 1 g A2
#, H PCE {N 9.23%, Voc N 0.81 V. 5 PBDB-T:
p-DOC6-2F [1IRA EAH, PBDB-T:0-DOC6-2F [FiRA
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PEAN 2 B IE M A 4 B8, i & T PBDB-T:
0-DOC6-2F M) ZafF R I H smefEMERE, . PCE 4 11.87%,
Voc 4 0.89 V. [ E KBS A b S8 L N 2 s Ak A1
etk fE, 3T PBDB-T:0-DOCS-2F HIHE & ik K
FH A& HL b ) PCE A 11.23%, 2 T PBDB-T:
0-DOC2C6-2F [1)9E & #yJdi K BH g IR ) PCE 24 10.80%.
SEIR RN, RGN S AN F S5m0 5 F IR %,
N S 25 S e FCAE SRR R e (1 SR AT, AIMESE T 4
TR R s e M E S, AP RET
CPDT S T2 k3 it 5 5%

BT CPDTHTAY S & 9 2 AR 8l E & WM 2 AR 1)
AT RS T IR A, (HA2ET CPDT 74 S
A B0 AV B0 S R I 2R AR S B T AR D R I
XF Uk 2018 4F, Chen i/ 4H V& (% T /N7 7 %k
HC-PCIC(K 6), K H 54EE #))# 32k PBDB-TF I's #)
52 PCHBM FE[FZH T = oA HLRBHAE F i, %%
AR T 3 RE, Voc N 0.89 'V, Jsc N 19.29
mAscm 2, FF 4 70.18%, PCE & 12.36%.

TEMZ )5, 2021 4F Bo BRI TH A R T B
PL PC7BM B [F3ERE4Y), CPDT ALk % B i AR
244 PC7iBM-C6 £ PC;iBM-C10( /& 6). B & a3k 4]
FmA, 6 T PC;iBM-C6 Fl1 PC;BM-C10 1E
A-D-A B HFIRRE. BT = 2R3 R I
HAH R eSS R IR, 208 0.22~0.24 eV, HBT
BB A ARSI TR Je R ERE S B A5 B 1 A T 1Y
5. PWAMET PC/BM-CI0 882 Hl T 13.55%HH
PCE, Voc N 0.87 V, Jsc A 21.30 mAecm 2, FF 2} 72.66%.

KEZHARE B2 AR A BN HIPE 14, 10H
BEBZ B AR, RIEAEH TR, —FER
TG SETE A AR AR & $)d S2A4, B AE e BRI A
ASTRES ¥ 75 AT B R8T AT 5 T T R AL 2020 4F
Huang MEEAR A A-D-A-D-A HEZE, it IHFER T
P FEFIRHE S #1052 & BTCIC Al BTCIC-4CI(H 6).
TEIX I TAE, BTCIC A1 BTCIC-4Cl1 ¥5 EL A A [ () 5 v,
F BTH #.0v % A", CPDT s H/EH At 7 Hoo
D, HEG AP EFHRIT A, BEH0E A $oodi
KT R Re RS MAI  T 45 fh FESF Y.
&b, # BTCIC M1 BTCIC-4Cl1 43 5] 5 R &Y {44 PBDB-T
A1 PBDB-T-2C1 R &, 4575 2 9E & Bk K BH A f b 2%
PR3 AR E) T 9.3%F1 10.5% [ Hx e 6 AL B3R . X st
SRR T A-D-A'-D-A BUAEFEIR R & #4552 R B A
FrEE R e s A KA I i B 1, BRI AE R
RS — DI R AR A & L.

2020 4E Bo ifAAHISILL CPDT #ot o, Wititéa
T AR A BEYy 3 PDI %k CDT-TFP Al
C8X-TFP(A 6). 1ZH AL T %> PDI FRALH;
#:—~ CPDT A4 ¥, 5 CDT-PDI #iLt, CDT-TFP
F1 C8X-TFP H PDI H.yc 1) F I R AL n-n G /7 HE
EA TR E TR, RN T NEE ¥
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Figure 6 Schematic diagram of the application of CPDT derivatives in non-fullerene solar cells

BT 524K ] CDT-TEP. C8X-TFP FI{E Ay oL T 2544 11
CDT-PDI HaR % g, CDT-TFP K LUMO fgZk . 5K
W RG-S PR AN R ) SR TR R S SR A T R S
Vocs Jsc 1 FF. 3T reg-PThE(/& 6):CDT-TFP ) #%14 &
N 8.36%M R E PCE, Voc N 1.10 V, Jsc N 1243

mAecm 2, FF 4 61.4%; 3T reg-PThE:C8X-TFP [ 2§14
Al LLSZHL 5.21%H0 PCE, Voc N 1.09V, Jsc A 9.99
mAscm 2 Fl FF 25 47.7%; $X1M%&T reg-PThE:CDT-PDI
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A& B Hi T S TT DURAS A S Bk PE R, IX0H AR L
5T PDI AR S #ilf A R A EE R L

2020 4F Chen @ BTG T 6 4 A-D-A B 5%
4 4 ¥ UF-Me-2F, UF-iBu-2F, UF-Pr-2F, UF-C8-2F,
UF-EH-2F Al UF-C2C5-2F(4nf 7). H+ CPDT fE it
& D, EEFERA CPDT G2 A2k kAT H0M,
ARG KT BA MRS A-D-A BNy
AR A, L R 2% O I 2 ik A AL g A T DL
— PR & R AR e . B S T REMNE
I HERUEAS 2 (8] (0P, vT DAAS 21 i RORTAR 8 1) 4,
AT b LA A A B AN % 57 BHL (1) UF-EH-2F 76 AH R 1
B CHRET M RRER” JUFERES, AT
RS, Fae ks 7 i, PCE AT 13.56%. @
IO AT HLA B A H it 5 AR AL 2 S My, AT DA B
SEPL R O m R e VT RS, fEmMERE TR b
TR A S R R S, T B AT e Mk R A = A e 1k
1A BH R FELIb P M A 2B

2020 4F Li BRI AR P s 20R ZL M- 32 AR B
BHE R 2008, Bk A T — P R T LA
T2 W1(E 8). &M E KUK R 1000 nm. F
T PTB7-Th:W1 HIE LI IR AR (OPD) A & Pk I iy
T 97 DL A2 1.70 X 1071 Weem™2 AR ERAR Y 9 B A% T 541
. W1 5 PTB7-Th &R G &M EEE #)J6 KFH e
ITE AM 1.5 JGiEE AR b R bR e IR T,
H PCE N 9.22%, Voc N 0.65 V, Jsc 4 22.10 mAescm 2, FF
N 64%.
4.2 EFRRBLKPAREREM(DSCs)HR R A

GuRHEAE K BH A Lt — Flod i B 6 A E R
T AP A1) 03T R B e FL v, 3 e AR B
1T AR, e nT DUR K BH Re e N FRLRE. 75 L kM
R FHEEHL R, CPDT HLoe/EJCBGH o B A AR T
2. 2011 4, Wang @07 & A T 2T CPDT 0
/N C229(E 7), fill#& 7 —FhJE T C229 F1=(1,10-
S s IR ) 7 LA 5 1 B G R L R FH e B, e PCE
KRN T 9.4%, IXTE I d e (1 L AL R R0R

[ 4E Gritzel U8B 57 TR, 5l
CPDT, A% 1 /¥ Y123(&l 7). Hotugm Mg g 2] 1741
AMXIR, IR T WRISCORBAYEEE ). T Y123 43l
B R R I PCE 38 9.6%. [AIAE1% IR
Al BT A T —MF 2 D-n-A ekl C220( 7),
C220 A FHF A 7 4 KBHRE T, 5 2907(K 7)
S AR, C220 BT m I s = A L WER R AN EE /R
Wl 250 HAMENL D-n-A kL C220 £ AM 1.5 Y i fE
DN E 2 2 Y bR OB UE R R ) PCE JA F
6.08%, TE T IHT 11X Fh 2 AL (1) ik S T 45 AR A 4
PERERI T AL 3.

2012 4 Han BRI ITE D-A-A B 5] A58
HLF 1 CDT, Ih& R T Hifia 20/ Jekk 5 HIQ1 |
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HIQ2 A1 HIQ3(4n& 7). ik =545 AR 7 I 45 HL 1 R
J1, WUSOEIEIA ] T 900 nm. it FH HIQ3 Muik gkt
ALK B AE K PCE i 1.31%. {HAERMZ, N5t
BT T AL R (IPCE) G 1E 7 e BB AT I
FEX BELAMX 1100 nm [ 5E MR, X Eest RIS H
CDT .01 D-A-A Z5 A B A 1E NI A A sk
AU E KW S, v LLR T il 2% 5 204 R ik K FH B8 H
it

2014 4F Wang PR ZEZH 081K 5 - 1gE — WE-FR IR JF g8
Wy (BTH-CPDT)# 7 1E N n #r B 51 N2 Gkl D1 7)Hh,
AT —FOET T D-A-n-A YGEGE D2 (K 7), KITEK B
K DX IR IR R ISR KI5, Z ekl A =IE 800 nm 1)
Bl WOE I, 7 AM 1.5 YEREE IR b s8R b
HEJCUR, A 3T [Co(bpy)s]? 2 HiL Al 53 11 S B Ak K
FH f& it O SEIER T 9% 1) PCE.

TE SRR PH A H b, 22K 0 = R e S gtk
71 WS-5(F& 7)1 A BH B FEL i S 7 H 17 AR X 2 o 1 i EL
&, 3R T B S PCE(8.02%), 1H WS-5 {EVARA —
AL BRI bR B A, A IR B G R E ™
PR TG RPERE. XTI 2014 4F Zhu R 60 15 4
B> F- BT R T S BT, K S AN R R AR
] CPDT .70 5| A\ B 3T W[k 1) D-A-m-A 540 77 1
B o T, B b WS-5 Hr S
WML TT, 2 T Bkl Ws-39 F1 Ws-43(1& 7). CPDT
BE TR o SR T LRI XUE AR, 7R AR AU B L
N, DISEGERLATE A, 7E AM 1.5 i Jy it s it 24
R PARESCIR, BT AR WS-39 4Rkl K
BHEE EAL AT Jsc N 16.61 mAscm ™2, Voc N 0.770 V, FF N
71%, PCE 24 9.07%. 1X— TAE AL i D3R 5L 80 1)
UL T A EER 7 7 IR0S, 3 n e i B 74
BT 7 ).

Zhu BEZH2015 4F KT T —FF D-A-n-A B
WE A ML TR 1Q21(F 7). @it 5| N\ CPDT & dkiigh
MEITTER o M, RE THRSrEw oc, SSHl T
66600 Lemol 'secm™ {570 T 16 R EL, FFEAEA [ oL
WAL 1Q21 LR Gk} Syl 5)P A Gkt 73T VL AC R
if, HILWBCRE S, v] LAAMEE Q21 FRIE A BB, il 1)
YeRHB L K PHRE b it PCE N 10.41%, Jsc A 19.8
mAecm 2, Voc N 0.731'V, FF A 72%. XI5 £ H 2
VCHE 73R/ TR AR E a) i e 3 A gl vT DA s G el
Tk R BH g FELTB IR 280

2016 4F Robertson i1 2H 713 jof 187 5 (1) 58 ARG
GHT — R EA I M R 5L 1 Te A e el
CPDT-1. CPDT-2 #1 CPDT-3(/ 7). fEfTH KA 4Lkl
BULKFHAE R, CPDT A ERRENE Jsev Voc F
PCE A frtéhn. [FIf, CPDT-3 fEiX — £ 41 st th R F Y
15 1 1 6 B S 3 R (6. 7% 1 T/ FE i, 7.3%1)
[Co(bpy)s]> 2" FEHEIL AT 3.9%[E 5 Hiith). CPDT H#.J0
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Figure 9 Schematic diagram of the application of CPDT derivatives in other fields
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b 58 ) FER IR F M A S — R E R T B ik 2500
mA-<heg ' [ ELZE S AN AR k. R FL )R A 5
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