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Synthesis of Post-translational Modifier Protein NEDDS via
Ligation of Peptide Hydrazides

Guan, Chaojian Wang, Tao Wang, Jun* Li, Yiming*
(Department of Pharmacy, School of Biological and Medical Engineering, Hefei University of Technology, Hefei 230009)

Abstract As an important ubiquitin-like modifier protein in eukaryotic organisms, NEDDS8 (neural precursor cell expressed
developmentally down-regulated 8) is involved in regulating a series of important life processes in cells. Nowadays, the major
method for obtaining NEDDS is recombinant protein expression. However, the yield is relatively low and the recombined tag
for purification needs to be removed in an extra step. In present work, NEDDS protein was first synthesized in homogeneity by
using high temperature assisted solid-phase peptide synthesis (SPPS) combining with the one-pot ligation-desulfurization

strategy. This method lays the foundation for the study of NEDD8 modified proteins in future.
Keywords NEDDS; high temperature assisted SPPS; ligation of peptide hydrazide; one-pot ligation-desulfurization
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% % K/ A )% [E 45 & 1 (Solid-phase  Peptide Synthesis,
SPPS) SR AR AW ik, b6 ik O A 315 81
BB I — b B T B AR T Al
2 IR Ik MR T2 42 0 &5 B — AR T R R SR S R SR 2 —
() NEDDS!"!. NEDDS8 &4 76 NEIEMR, BATHE JeksHt
S BCE ORI B OER E SRS T A KEA. H
T2UOE . ANBUEA BUSCR FFE, AT — P
4B Fmoc-SPPS TRBS A R 1K1k 56 > AA W H
B Il ik —#R & B R 3R 18 T 4K 1) NEDDS!"L
g FA T i . SDS-PAGE- CD (Circular Dichroism)
M F BN U AT T ERAE, IE A 5 R
FiA NEDDS [ZRMAEEH. AR TAE N m ok iy —
(1] NEDDS8 M AR FHEARME T —Migfs, N
FE A NEDD fLAHSC I AE (G S5 pLHI SR 6t 1 L at.

1 ZER5VE
1.1 Z=RE&R/ NEDDS
1.1.1 A& NEEDS K # 1a,1b 5 1c

% NEDDS 154143 S A TR IEEA | Be A A
PN Ala (56, 57 AD)i&EAAENIERAL AL WA
BEARRNEE—FBo & 85E 56 A AA, T 50 M
FERR A B 22 T A DA A Bk A BRI R UL

Rl FRATE e sk = v BOEHE SR & i NEDDS
(B 1). BT 1a FEBH Gly35 5 Ala fE458) EAUH 2 —
AR, BAZE IR FEAL T 8 A B SR A5
b, &P Gly3s AL A, BRI Cys BAR, TEHE
5 FE AR RIS 1S Ala3s, HAIER = BOE R A K
NEDDS. f# F & ML Fmoc [EAH & RITESRB T =A%
JikF B 1a, 1b, 1e. A T Bh 1L Met EACTE KR4, 155
A Nle 0B R BP il Met™, 224 % HPLC
(High Performance Liquid Chromatography)4) &5 513 2
4lifh 1a 35.4 mg(4) 75 19.9%), 1b 31.4 mg(4F E /=%
37.3%), 1c 18.6 mg(7r E /=% 30.5%)(& 2). (il Fiik
SRR T = B 2 Ik & B IR 1
1.1.2 ZIkBthrAEE A K 1a 5 1b

F B 1a (1.0 mmol/L)¥E T R M. 221 (6.0 mol/L
Gn+HCI, 0.2 mol/L Na,HPO,, pH 2.6)/, £V BN
(=10 C)ERE] 1a MBS EY). FAMNTREE.
i CRFERMTG), W5 pH £ 5.5, 193 1a 0REE
). fJE N 1b (1.2 mmol/L), 35 pH £ 6.8~6.9, 1
F HPLC Wl % B 8 h Ji& o] 15 B i A3 58 4 K H 2 r=)
1d. 8. 4ifbJa3RE i 2.1 mg(P2 % 32%)(E 3).
ESI-MS m/z: 6550.27 [M+H]".

NEDDS (76 amino acids)

(a) M(NIe1)LIKVKTLTGKEIEIDIEPTDKVERIKERVEEKEG(A35)IPPQQQRLIYSGKQ
M(NIe49)NDEKTAADYKILGGSVLHLVLALRGG

(b)

H{ NEDD8(1-33)}-Glu-NHNH;

1a

NaNO,, -10 ‘C, pH 2.6, 20 min
MTG, r.t., pH 5.5, 20 min

Cys-|NEDD8(36-55)|-Ala-NHNH,

1b

Cys-|NEDD8(58-76)]-COOH

lr.t., pH7.0,8h

H-[NEDD8(1 -34B-Cys-ﬁ\lEDD8(36-55)-AIa-NHNH2

1d

NaNO,, -10 C, pH 2.6, 20 min
MTG, r.t., pH 5.5, 20 min

1c

rt,pH7.0,11h
l TCEP, Mesna, VA-044, 37 'C,pH 6.5, 10 h

H-|NEDD8(1-34) -AIa—G\lEDD8(36-56)-AIa-E\IEDD8(58-763-COOH

1e

B = Bea morng

Figure 1 Strategy for three segments synthesis
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808.39 4 84914 3+
 Grude 1a 637.17 Crude 1b 695.90 Crude 1c
Calcd: 4036.69
Found: 4037.09 .
e Caled: 2544.89 , Calod: 208451
Found: 2544.55 + Sl -
673.87 1043.30
YO L ;,WL
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E2 —RHBEMKReRE. Bk
Figure 2 HPLC and ESI analysis for three segments of crude peptides
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M = 27 =
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8+
4+ 1068.20
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1638.60 122070 149,00
m/z L L . L_’_
C L B e e B e R s Sy B S B B R m/z//J
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t/min

B3 HEB1d e s oA
Figure 3 HPLC and ESI-MS analysis of purified peptide 1d

1.1.3 ZKBEBHEEER B 1lc 5 1d

¥R B 1d T pH 2.6 R, &VHER
BEAL(—10 C)JEEIIA MTG 3 pH £ 5.5, 55
1d MIBREE =Y. BEEEREE R B 1e IO R B, 75 pH
% 6.8~6.9. ffiF HPLC % S MFEAT M &I 11 h J5 Ep
AR BNFAL SE I IER =Y. I TE S SR e JE N
= (2-H Ik £ %) B ER R 2R (TCEP) . 2-3 % £ Je T IR £
(Mesna) 51 pH 2 6.5, FJa IAMEE 7 T R
R 5 (VA-044) BEAT it o, B ERE KM
NEDDS8 & 1e 2] 0.9 mg(F=% 10.5%)(& 4). ESI-MS
m/z: 8537.58 [M+H]".
1.2 MR BEE—WmEZERRS/K NEDDS
1.2.1 4% 8 & %% 8 Fmoc-SPPS %4 s NEEDS K #

BRI =y BOE SR 7] LL3R15-42 K NEDDS &
H, HZ2RER. Al RSB S R I
ANHAR, AR S K R ) R B Fmoc-SPPS /5
2, LIRS BT RO A A Al R s Rk B
T, JAMTE e Z X E K Br NEDD8(1-56) (2a),
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Bl 4 41K NEDDS (1e)Zlifk )5 it il AlGR it 7 bt
Figure 4 HPLC and ESI-MS analysis of full length purified
NEDDS (1e)

BT P BOE R R E E, AT MTG 1)
— AR AR T I A R (B 5)PL HPLC B i
SERAERE, @R A SR B Fmoc-SPPS 5 7 BEJIk
BT IOERRIRTS, SO B 2a & AR BN B
M. &3, diEBE45 2a 13.5 mg(5 B8R
11.3%) % 2b 18.6 mg(7 &% 30.5%) (& 6).
1.2.2 —4A:EEBLAIKIF A K NEDDS (2¢)
TEIRTS B 2a 1 2b )5, FATTE Jets Hod 8 LIRS
SKEA. ¥ 2aiET pH 2.6 KRN ZMRH, 2R
AL INN MTG J5 1 pH £ 5.5, 7153 2a (R4
BEEPRE B 2b AR RBIEE, 875 pH & 6.8~6.9,
i HPLC MR B 11 h J5 B ] sg &3R5 =4, ik
AN Al B [ N M TCEP. Mesna J& i pH
%6.5, HJEIAN VA-044 34T LA, 37 “CMZ) 10 h HP
RIS RIL =) 2e. G003 A G HAR4EM 20 1.2 mg (7
2 24%). AR L@ BOEEE— B A R R SR A
T RERM 4K NEDDS 2 (& 7). ESI-MS m/z: 8525.67
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a) M(NIe1)LIKVKTLTGKEIEIDIEPTDKVERIKERVEEKEGIPPQQQRLIYSGKQ
M(NIe49)NDEKTAADYKILGGSVLHLVLALRGG
b)  H-(NEDD8(1-55))-Ala-NHNH, Cys{NEDD8(58-76))-COOH
2a . . 2b
NaNO,, -10 ‘C, pH 2.6, 20 min
| MTG, r.t., pH 5.5, 20 min |
PHT.0.ATh. Tt | 1eEP, Mesna, VA-044,
37 °C,pH 6.5, 10 h
H-@EDDSU-56)-A|a-@EDD$(58-76)-COOH
2c
Bl s Wi BRGRERg
Figure 5 Strategy for one-pot two segments ligation-desulfurization strategy
™ 6935+90
930 6+ Crude 2a Crude 2b
1085
Calcd: 6503.55 10423+30 Calcd: 2084.51
Found: 6503.50 ’ Found: 2084.65
plb |
500 700 900 1100
m/z
10 15 20 25 10 15 20 25 30
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Bl 6 R H Bt 2a. 2b (¥ (AR5 B 47
Figure 6 HPLC and ESI-MS analysis of crude 2a and 2b
[M+H]". ) NEDD8 #47 T buxf. g R, ISR T HAE
o mB— R E A, S54EYERIER NEDD8 HA KL —
948.30 8+ REERI(E ).
tos670 M, = 8525.67
A3
7+ Purified 2¢ 2 &g
1219.00 6+ o o
1421.90 AHE TS G i A B Fmoc-SPPS. 2 KB &

. miz /JL

5 10 15 20

t/min

B 7 WHBEARSK NEDDS B RE R i i
Figure 7 HPLC and ESI-MS analysis of full length purified
NEDDS via one-pot two-segment ligation-desulfurization

1.3 & NEDD8 5% NEDD8 HIZEHEEE:

N T i E S B NEDDS 4 # IEfatE, 3471
{fF] SDS-PAGE K& — il (CD) kb H 54 Rk
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5 R SRS O e AR SE I T LR R A A
Y NEDDS )= B Wi BUIAL 2 5 . it S
H:W)Feis NEDDS8 (#1730 #7 EL, ER T & R BATEL
Gf (38— 1k SRR a5 K. AR ORI RE . 1
—PE4F [¥) NEDD8 Je HAth 282 Rk R it 7 —Fhnigfz,
BETMIABTFE NEDD A F RIHUL 5 DhRENL AR At 7 %
fi.

3 SERSY
31 X5

AT B £ HPLC A A 5 (Prominence LC-
20AT), TR H{E H Grace Vydac “Peptide C18”

150 mmX 4.6 mm, i 1.0 mL/min, AMe Il 855K
N 214 #1254 nm. ISR EAEREH Grace Vydac
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Figure 8 Comparison of synthetic NEDDS8 and expressed
NEDDS via SDS-PAGE and CD analysis

“Peptide C18” , 250 mmX 10 mm, Jii% A 4.0 mL/min,
SE MBS K 214 1 254 nm. HEHAH A (EHSH
0.08% = LIER(TFA LB, W B #HEH 0.1%
TFA 7K. 43Hr 8 HPLC {5 F Z MR EEN 10%~90% 2%
20%~80% HIAH FEBEINL, A6 FERFA] 73724 30 AT 20 min.
il &4 HPLC 8T Z RN 10%~90%F1 20%~
80% I FE LRI, BHEERS 324 30 min. FBRASFEAR UG EH Y
KRNI AT Hral.
3.2 ZWHE
3.2.1 BRBHRAG 69 H) %

FREX 232 mg (0.1 mmol) 2-CI-Trt(CI)K g (UL v
0.43 mmol/g) T [F A & B N, ¥ NN- FF Ik BB fix
(DMF)5 =& H HE(DCMYIZIR(V - V=1 I EEInA
G RE N R G R TR B M IE RI AT, K # vk 10
min J5HT, MAE 5% NH,NH,H,O /) DMF &) 4
mL, RSB RERR 1 h, NS JE A 4 mL
4k B 30 min. #eJ5 8 DMF, DCM, DMF FIJIfT %
Pe=ik, T ERIH.
3.2.2 Z &% 3 Fmoc-SPPS

PR SR 4 ) Fmoc-SPPS &7l & M: 4
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equiv. AR, 4.5 equiv. 2-f5H LR L BE(Oxyma), 4.5
equiv. N,N- N3 —fZ(DIC), [N Hl & it 6
min, SR 90 C, MK 20 min. FRRREIRK
U, Arg: 4 equiv.RIEFR, 3.6 equiv. 6-F K
=R ME-1,1,3,3- DY FH R iR 7S 96086 R B (HCTU), 8 equiv.
N,N-—5¢ N2 2 % (DIEA), E &M 50 min; Cys: 4
equiv Z I 4.5 equiv. Oxyma, 4.5 equiv. DIC, Al 75
TSETEAL 6 min, 50 C M 20 min. ATA F45HH Met
BIH Nle A%, RPN IZ R FIET. BANEER R
N 45 SR 5 F 2 20%IR5E ) DMF ¥R A% 6 min CABERR
Fmoc #4773, F4% [ DMF, DCM, DMF f)I 5 £ 3~
4 K. A RERERTEREH 8 mL YIENA[88%
TFA, 5% H,0, 5%}, 2% =5 R (TIPS) K £ ik
B AR R BT, T Bt Bk st B A 22 2 R ) B DR
B, BRETIA 2 h, Z JERUIEIIEE R B 08+, d
ANBAIRYE B UK CBEDTIE 250 J5 AT R AT 43 2 K.
FREZ 2 %8 HPLC 255 T a3 24k
323 ZAkBLBRERE

FREL 1 mmol/L 1) C %t ABEETI 2 Bk BUE T pH
2.6 MR F(900 pL), FE—10 CHIZEHETIA
5 mmol/L W ASERENA R E&4EF N 1 mL, &M 20
min f5 I 30 mmol/L HIERELAGF, ¥ pH £ 7.0, ZJ5
A 1.2 mmol/L N ¥y Cys M2 Rk B, fdFH o0 dr 2
HPLC Ml S 87, 8756 B 4 FH 2= il 4 B4 HPLC 4355
R, VR G RT3 At e,
324 A F MTG ¢ —44:% -BLAk R

FREX 1 mmol/L 1 C i ABEREII 2 Ik BU& T pH
2.6 MR MNZEM (900 uL), f£—10 CRIZM T IIA
5 mmol/L WASEREN AR B2 2AF N 1 mL, . 20 min
Ja I 30 mmol/L /) MTG il pH % 5.5, [2J% 20 min
JE I 1.2 mmol/L N %24 Cys 12 kB, 8 H 20 7Y
HPLC MR, J B 5 i 1) OB LS8 fE N 250
mmol/L ] TCEP, 100 mmol/L ] Mesna, 7 pH % 6.5,
B JA NN 30 mmol/L /] VA-044, 7£ 37 C FHEHTBiAR %
M2) 10 h. JR 58 B 158 21l 4 8 HPLC 73 B ™
W, VT JE BD T 18 24 .

5 Bh#4 &l (Supporting Information) /MK i BL o i
5 5 1 1) R a6 B 31X SRR RT A B B AR T 1Y sl
(http://sioc-journal.cn/) I N #k.
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