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A Concisely Convergent Synthesis of Berberine Chloride
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Abstract The berberine chloride was synthesized starting from benzo[d][1,3]dioxole with the mild condition and the simple
operation in overall 33% yield. The route includes the five steps of nucleophilic ring opening, deprotection and cyclization and
so on. All intermediates were determined by 'H NMR, *C NMR and MS techniques.

Keywords berberine chloride; convergent synthesis; benzo[d][1,3]dioxole; grignard regent
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Figure 1 Retrosynthesis analysis of berberine chloride

X IR E R I A AT, RRTFER A ES A
2 G ARE, LAY 2 nELE 3 A4 N E]. ERTUA
BRATHT, ARSCUL 1,2-00 F A SO IR JE R, 2Rk
RS EY 4, 1 e 5 2 iR T i34k
HW 3. EALEDD 4 s IRFIER NLEW 3 S5
W7, FEBRUT S AL B/ s rh e A 2. A a4 2 7
Z9ie . IUERRFER, ZILREELNTFE 5
B, I EIA 33%.
1 BRER
1.1 HEM4IHERK

EWAEY) 6 MR B, BAIEA12 KR
A WA ARNERRARF, HEFZ, RN 45%.
DA R 4l B (CAN)- AL AR IR AR, USc 2 vl 4
2 77%, MR, FiE CAN-JRILE IR IEIR
A AL G 4. CANVE N LT ALT, ¥ Br Akl

5 O
2t
10 = ”
6 4

Br', ki Br #ESUE B (005 kAR SR AU, 15314k
41 4°) (Scheme 2).
12 &M 7 a8

R EIRFIER R, (LAY 3 AT 59 7.
TR, AT IR — P R BT 0T, 5%
THEART BLEE . AR ISCR I (R 1), SEIRLE K
By, —40 CHf, LAPUS MR (THE) /R, #% R &
5 3 RN FEARLEY 9, HEAHFEIT A 76E
1, Entry 1); 2LL Cul TEMEAGT, /LGRS I R4k 7,
{BSCERAUA 7 %( 1, Entry 2); 20 CuBr 1E AL
I, RIS F (3 1, Entry 3); LA CuBreSMe, /EfE1k
7, SRR ZE 34 %( 1, Entry 4). N T
W, PRITIREE XS [ RL s, Bl & IR e &, IR
BTN, /£ 0 CRIUCRATIA 78 %, {H4kST =R T,
R 2R T BE(E 1, Entry 7). 720 C, LLZBHEEFIN,
W B AR MEA B(ZE 1, Entry 8). B, & HULEY 7

Reagents and conditions: (a) (Boc),O, EtsN, CH,Cly, r.t., 4 h, 93%; (b) CAN, LiBr, CH;CN, 32 C, 8 h, 77%; (c) Mg, l,,, THF, CuBrsSMe,, 0 C,
20 min, 78 %; (d) TFA, CH.Cly, r.t., 17 h, 94 %; (e) 2,3-dimethoxybenzaldehyde, CH;OH, NaBH,, 70~105 C, 10.5 h, 96%; (f) HCOOH,

CHOCHO, CuS0Oy, 60 C, 4.5 h, 60%

AR 1 EHRFCERIICRAE K

Scheme 1 Convergent synthesis of berberine chloride
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Table 1 Optimization study on the preparation of 7

o] MgBr o] Cat., THF, 0 °C, 20 min
SO MRt
0 ) 30—%

H o]
o) N. 0 o N
ssasdillesa

9
Entry Catalyst t/°C Solvent/mL  Yield*/%

1 — —40 THF -
2 Cul —40 THF 7

3 CuBr —40 THF 23
4 CuBreSMe, —40 THF 34
5 CuBreSMe, —20 THF 43
6 CuBr+SMe, 0 THF 78
7 CuBreSMe, 30 THF 28
8 CuBreSMe, 0 Et,O —

@ alif .

(e SN 26 1E N T4 THF A7), CuBreSMe, A%
RMAEALT, RNIREN 0 C, fEZRMNEAMET, Stk
AW T RN 78%(EK 1, Entry 7).

ooy
7

] CuSMez

CuBr-SMe,

1.3 WEDT7 NE R A IEHEN

RS S50 S N I RN R, XH& b &4 7 B
MNALEHEAT T (Scheme 3). 24 N A TE AL, K%
ARG Bt B R o S5 7 T AR &4 9; S in A
{£71 CuBreSMe, I}, 154 CuBreSMe, 5 #% FARF 1 75
FEAZE G, ATREH T4 S WAL FHACR, ik
B BRI B A btk S5 1, FFR 2 B ARtk &4
7.

2 i

SOV R T hIRFGER KRG ML, BLo1,2-
WP SRS AG SRR, 2R BRI R SR LT I E
RERRI AL IR, INF 5 D RE BB FER, I
R 33 %. A AR ik, B, 4
HMRE A 5E . I B BRI WO m . IOBLR AT
I ASERS R, N R R B R SR o T i
&, BATEAE R TR E.

3 SCIEES

3.1 UE5EFA

'H NMR. "*C NMR H Agilent-400 (400 MHz)%! ¥
HEFEIRAAN 58, TMS YEPIAR, CDCly 8% d-DMSO 1E¥
#); ik LCQ ADVANTAGE MAX i5E; 4 s H
WRS-1B F07 44 s A 8 ;. 214 FTS 3000 i JL A5 4
2L MG RE(X (36 B DIGILAB A &), H AR A E

PR HTAEIRF, DUSRIE A A TR, A

ARG L EBAE .
32 ZWHE
32,1 5-RRFH[d|[1,3] =8 F 3R K (4) 89 A A&

1E N, -7 R, KB4 6 (20.0 g, 164 mmol). /K
IRALEE(15.7 g, 181 mmol)A1 100 mL Z S ANA 1000

0 MgBr
<Oj©/ ’Y [:N_é%
]
S O
o

SO ST e :

DN—<

B3 a7 K6 s BT

Scheme 3 Proposed reaction mechanism of 7
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mL = PO F RS T4 32 °C, $iE T i
R 51i%2(99.0 g, 181 mmol)i¥] ZJfE(400 mL)E K, )=
HE(TLO)PRER [ B 5E 4, WHIR R, A 100 mL H,0,
LTEFEEL (300 mLX3), & HAMAH, 4K KA A
NaHCO; (80 mL X 3), H,O (80 mLX3), #lfI€ Kk
W, B A TIK NapSO, TR I i, LU 25 TS 4R
120~128 ‘C (0.095 MPa)f11# 4, 154 25.3 g ¥R F iR
Witk 4P Ui Z A 77%. '"H NMR (400 MHz, CDCls) 6:
5.96 (s, 2H), 6.68 (d, J=4.0 Hz, 1H), 6.94 (dd, J=4.4 Hz,
2H); '*C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl;) &: 101.5, 109.5, 112.2,
113.0, 124.2, 146.9, 148.5; IR (KBr) v: 2907, 1615, 1483,
1239, 1158, 1109, 1043, 937, 866 cm ™ '; ESI-MS m/z (%):
200.71 [M+H]".
322 ®WT A RAR-1-FRERES(3)89 5 A%

B R AME(1.00 g, 23.3 mmol)~ 20 mL — 5 F HiA1 9.6
mL = Z AR U A 100 mL =, F o CF, itk
TN BRER AT ER(5.03 g, 23.3 mmol)f) A H K
(20 mL)¥#W, =i FHFER B, TLC BRERR M 584E, ¥
H B, EhREARNEELER, /525 REH
i ALO;(CH B ZEML, 15 3.10 g TEEIHRE A 3, UK
N 93%. 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl;) J: 1.42 (s, 9H),
2.10 (s, 4H); *C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) 6: 25.71, 27.84,
81.11, 162.76; IR (KBr) v: 2992, 2934, 1747, 1396, 1343,
1230, 1176, 1052 cm™"; ESI-MS m/z (%): 144.01 [M—+
H]".
323 [2-CRIF[AI[1, 3] =AM -5- ) LA/ &
T R BT BE(T) 69 5 Ak

E N, R4 R, B84 (134 mg, 2.82 mmol)Fl I fK ik
N 25 mL =10, AR MIEH A —B o &1 4
(1.02 g, 5.12 mmol)HJJE/K VIS FKLAFE(THF) (8 mL)¥VH,
% IR B 5| 58 5 5 A8 I N R v VR, i) A TR
7, L&A . # CuBreSMe, (0.0421 mg, 0.205 mmol)
Rl 4 mL ¥ THF ¥&f#, 760 CT, FHVES 25 45 17 1)
s EIRFI I S| CuBreSMe, RN, TPk 5
min, LAY 3 (400 mg, 2.80 mmol) i J5/K THF (4
mL)A R, i< 20 min, 1518 M. I 20 mL F7
ANH,CLEWR, 5B E2EEL(50 mL X 3), & 3EA VUM,
PRI SRk Ve, B R 4Tk NapySO, TR W= i, 4
FEEM (VCRMER) @ (A TR =1 10126k )5, 75
576 mg H ALK 7, N 78%. mp. 59~61 C
CCERE!"™: 60 °C); 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCLy) ¢: 1.42
(s, 9H), 2.69 (t, J=6.6 Hz, 2H), 3.30 (s, 2H), 4.56 (s, 1H),
5.91 (s, 2H), 6.66~6.61 (m, 2H), 6.73 (dd, 1H); C NMR
(100 MHz, CDCl5) 6: 28.37, 35.86, 41.93, 79.19, 100.82,
108.28, 109.08, 121.62, 132.72, 146.05, 147.69, 155.81; IR
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(KBr) v: 3375, 2991, 2901, 1689, 1535, 1500, 1451, 1374,
1254, 1181, 1044, 936, 876, 811, 629 cm™'; ESI-MS m/z
(%): 266.21 [M+ H]".

324 34-TF Z f 5K THEQ)H AR

FL A9 7 (200 mg, 0.755 mmol) A1 7 mL & F k%
UM 25 mL =0 H, 0 CTREIN =%,
(TFA) (714 mg, 6.27 mmol) ) & 1 %e(2.5 mL)A R, 1F
FIRFME RN 17 h, {515, A 15 mL 2 mol/L
HCl, 4r /KA, 8 pH=10.0, A — & F ke 2 B (30
mL X3), &IHA N, WA KR, &EETLK
Na,SO, T/, 19116 mg ¥ i Al RIBR 2, 103 A 94%.
'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCly) §: 2.66 (t, J=6.8 Hz, 2H),
2.90 (t, J=6.8 Hz, 2H), 5.92 (s, 2H), 6.64 (d, J=7.6 Hz,
1H), 6.69 (s, 1H), 6.74 (d, J=8.0 Hz, 1H); *C NMR (100
MHz, CDCl3) d: 39.6, 43.6, 100.8, 108.2, 109.1, 121.6,
133.5, 145.9, 147.6; IR (KBr) v: 3382, 2936, 1604, 1499,
1366, 1250, 1199, 1106, 1043, 933, 866, 813 cm ';
ESI-MS m/z (%): 166.16 [M+H]".

325 N-Q23-=FAEFHE)34-BF _ALARLEK
(8)49 & Ak,

Btk &Y 2 (3.00 g, 18.2 mmol). 2,3- - HI4AJEZE
M(3.01 g, 18.1 mmol)fKZIMA =, 7F 105 C%
PEF RN 0.5 h, BERAHZE SR, A 24 mL HEE, 5
Z I\ NaBH,4 (381 mg, 10.0 mmol), £ 70 ‘C %1t
TRM 10 h. ZEiR MR AR Z R, REWH
20 mL KA CBEAEEL(50 mLX3), &IEHLE,
F 20 mL 7K¥E. HOAI£ 7K $E(20 mL X 2), AHIAHH T
/K Na,S0, T, WJEsksk, G|, T, 15548 ¢
W OIRIA 8 IR 96%. '"H NMR (400 MHz,
CDCLy) 6: 2.52 (s, 2H), 2.75 (t, J=7.2 Hz, 2H), 2.84 (t,
J=6.8 Hz, 2H), 3.80 (s, 3H), 3.85 (s, 3H), 5.90 (s, 2H),
6.62~6.72 (m, 3H), 6.83~6.86 (m, 2H), 7.00 (t, J=8.0
Hz, 1H); “C NMR (CDCl;, 100 MHz) 6: *C NMR (100
MHz, CDCl3) d: 35.8, 48.4, 50.4, 55.6, 60.6, 100.7, 108.1,
109.0, 111.4, 121.5, 121.7, 123.8, 133.2, 133.6, 145.8,
147.2, 147.5, 152.5; IR (KBr) v: 3341, 2947, 2851, 1597,
1494, 1453, 1360, 1248, 1049, 934, 865, 808 cm ';
ESI-MS m/z: 316.21 ((M—+H]").

32.6 5,6-=#-9,10-=—F ALK H(91,3-RKH =%
7%.(5,6-a) "5 "5 B 3 (1) 89 & mk,

¥ 6.6 mL 88 % HE. WRlRHM(1.23 g, 7.71 mmol)iK
UOMN B, FHEBE 55 CHiRE M, fRIEBLK 0.5
h, FHIMALEY) 8 (1.32 g, 4.19 mmol). 1.1 mL 40 %Z.
TR, FHRZE 100 CRAM 4 h, fERPOSFEFET
FILLB IR EEER, fRIESS 50 min, SO 0.1 mL #2;
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1R, B 50 min J5, MO 0.1 mL 3L, FRE 1 hJ5, 0
A 0.1 mL ¥KEEER, FIBS 1 h, A 0.1 mL iRERRR, FRAR
IR 20 min, BEREAHIZO0 CUAF, o€, H5%EH:
KBERE pH=2.0, i UEHhT15 ShEBR B ZOM M. 1 2R
FUEZOHL L ZE IR A A BRAR, SR JE K2 R &, T
A 75~80 C, R 1 h, R IANENAS R E pH=
8.0~8.5 BAILIE, JEUIHHUKIEEE, Tell SIER G I
J5 FH 10%£6 BRI 2 pH=2.0, ={EAE 8 h, L)€, JED
MK, T T8, B U0 EREER, 15
839 mg B EARE A 1M, IF 60%. mp. 195~197 ‘C(X
BRE®M 195~197 “C); "H NMR (400 MHz, DMSO-d;) 6:
3.19~3.22 (t, J=5.8 Hz, 2H), 4.07 (s, 3H), 4.10 (s, 3H),
4.88~4.91 (t, J=6 Hz, 2H), 6.18 (s, 2H), 7.09 (s, 1H),
7.80 (s, 1H), 7.99~8.01 (d, J=8.8 Hz, 1H), 8.20~8.22 (d,
J=8.8 Hz, 1H), 8.94 (s, 1H), 9.89 (s, 1H); >C NMR (100
MHz, DMSO-d,) 0: 26.7, 55.5, 57.4, 62.3, 102.5, 105.8,
108.8, 120.6, 120.8, 121.8, 123.9, 127.0, 131.0, 133.3,
137.8, 144.0, 145.8, 148.0, 150.1, 150.8; IR (KBr) v: 3424,
3071, 2925, 1612, 1510, 1393, 1343, 1278, 1232, 1110,
1043 cm™'; ESI-MS m/z (%): 337.18 [M+H] ",

45 Bh#1 B} (Supporting Information) 774 A1 7 ] 44 1)
KSR AN 1 B 1. X e Rl ] DA G B AR T R
(http://sioc-journal.cn/) I N #k.
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