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Recent Progress in Synthesis of Polysubstituted Furans
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Abstract Furan, an important class of oxygen-containing five-membered heterocyclic compounds, is not only the funda-
mental structure of many natural products, drugs and biologically active molecules, but also an valuable intermediate in organ-
ic synthesis. Synthesis of polysubstituted furans has been one of the focus of organic chemists. In this paper, recent progress in
the synthesis of polysubstituted furans since 2013, including disubstituted, trisubstituted, tetrasubstituted furans and benzofu-

rans is reviewed.
Keywords furan; synthesis; cyclization

Z W ARIRIG T2 AZAE T RIRF=HAn 24yt [ g
2 T (A LA B LRI R PRI 22 e 43R R B
it 480 BRI, R v AT 2 BRI G 5 B VR
—HERANE R RGTZ —. KT 5 RGO
BT T4k

1 ZHURRBRIEEY & A%

Ramén B LLI7 HoN R, 2 5E7E CuO ik T
Fe;04 75 21 AR XA AL A -BuOK /EFH R, 38 i
ASNAFE] 1,3-ZHe [AAEq. 1). GBI ]
FZ )G, TN ARZRF I KOH/H,0/DMSO, 7£ 80 C
TRM3d, 13- AR AN 2,5- 07 FEEUIR
W, JEURL S FRIR A 4- PR R 4- =5 AR AR
I, MR ET 90%. (HA2ARIE E&A AR
B, RN B PR AR (50%). F W H e AR 44 R
AN BE 58 B R
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One-pot
(i) CuO-Fe304 (2.6 mol%)
t-BuOK (1 equiv.), 60 °C o)

Al Al
FU r (1)

Ar—
(i) KOH (10 equiv.)
H,0 (4 equiv.)
DMSO, 80 °C
Reddy 5P 70 KRB, DAKREE AN R 6 R FF B R4
it Morita-Baylis-Hillman S NAS K74, FAI IR
Z A A A IR R A B — R AN (B R TR, 1% (el
1f Pd(PPhs), AL R, 7EIRAIAI RS R BT AcO
B 1,3-1E8 A BRI A R IR & =D R R
N, Ae g S-HUAR R -3- F R FH 6 254k & ) (Scheme 1).
75 ok b R L B A L SR AN S RLVE PR LT R A R
M, 35507 LASEE i T 80% MU . 24 R AN s sl e L 0T,

W] LIRS 64%~T2%1 724

PR A= B O o A AL R bR T SR AU . TR 2T
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OAc Pd(PPhs)s (10 mol%) COMe
CO,Me MeCN, r.t.
& 2! e , T \ N
R then K,CO3, MeOH, r.t. R O

Cycloisomerization T

Co,Me Co,Me
/ﬁ/ Deacetylation /j/ :
R - T R

AcO HO

l Isomerization

BR 1 5-HUARmR-3- R IR 5
Scheme 1 Synthesis of 5-substituted furan-3-carboxylates

A ) =215y e S, AR T35 2,2,5,5- D0 K
I K (Scheme 2). LR PIIEAFEE(R® =H) N EY)
5, 1% AATE CH3I-Cs,CO5-MeCN 1R R A1 80 C Nk,
i T A R N B BB SE BT /A, AT LA AL
2,5- ZHURIRME. %A s U & T R ke
By 7 HCE R PA BRI B J A 2% ok Y IR
Y, PR o BEACRIE B 50%~65%.

o}
R’ R® R* CuBr (20 mol%)
AN
— é R2 + EtO\”)J\H + N/ 0—>
OH o H 4AMS
Dioxane, 40 °C
R* When R2 = H

|
R3—N_/—\ _R!' CHgsl (7.0 equiv.)

EtO,C” “07 "R2  Cs,CO5 (0.7 equiv.) EO2CT o
MeCN, 80 °C

B2 Db, BERIECA SR CuD)- A A A 2,5- IRk R
Scheme 2 Copper(I)-catalyzed synthesis of 2,5-disubstituted
furans from alkynes, aldehydes and amines

2 =HRRIERI AR

Tk BTN o- 0 F L IR AN o, AN VLRI R 795 Fof
SAFER K, PL NN-—F E it (DMF) AR, E
CuCl-Cu(OAc),*H,O i 3 T i i Jit B2 M4k S A Ak s
AR B G R T 2,3,5- = Bk IR 4k &9 (Scheme
3). %A RIS ST TR 2 R R s T, (HY R
NEA TR EIEE, 8 R' N -Bu. 2-Z5%8] 2-
M 17y 6 25 K7 B AR 2 FA I, P iR 2 I B R %
(& T 40%). Hajra ZEPILFIBERBI MRS, 1EKE LR
BT, B BORIAE R BARE] 2,3,5- = HUR PRI,
AT FEER B, 1) e AR R HROI N KR Z 26 A T R
NEALEIR SR VE . IR & RO AN A U R 5
13 MU RSOARR B, 10 B, AT ARk
(I PSRRI T 5E B

Hashmi 2100 1,4- —4e-3-F AR R, 38T Au i1k
EIFE] Au-RE-o-FHH A A, BET 1,2-RIETFR
Ja SRR 1,3-ZE R AE B, e RAME G153
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CuCl (1 equiv.)
Cu(OACc),-H,0 (1 equiv.)
DMF, Air, 140 °C

AL

R? R3 0]
0 CU(OAC)z'Hzo R2
)]\/Rz . CO,H (20 mol%) n
1 = :
R H,0 (3 equiv.) R! Ar

A
r DMA, 120 °C, 7 h

R 3  DAKeREEIA a - ANERER RS R 2,3,5- = HUARnk

M
Scheme 3 Synthesis of 2,3,5-trisubstituted furans from alkyl
ketones and a,f-unsaturated carboxylic acids

2,5- " HUAR IR -3- F S (Scheme 4). 1% & SRS 44 1F IR
(IR, RMFCEEE(30 min), BT R 77 HE ) & FhE
YIS R B & PR 80%~95%); 24 R=n-Bu I,
AT LR F] 63% MR,

I NGENGe
| +_
OH '}17 R o R
0 \ /
=
7N [IPrAuCIVAgOTF (3 mol%)
R R . CHO
l tolune, r.t., 30 min T
0O O
OH O
H R
Z 1" I
R Au
R
A B

B4 2R3 F T IR () 75 B

Scheme 4 Synthesis of highly substituted 3-formylfurans

Chuang ZEUBFAE T 1,3- bk —HRRES . = B BEAN
75 W ) = ALy ORE, A9 B E E E ST A (P-
Ylide) U EE ) = HURR I (Eq. 2). H AR 4 i ar
FEIL T LA B o-BRIR R B RER], ] DARAE o)
B SOBIAN R PR T AR b R T R T AT =55
SRR EY). SR A% S R A Joe B e DA S TR R A
R FF I RTAEE I 128 D0 A BE A B TIUH ™. 3 =557 BE RS
WIR Rt — B H SR, J73 A i R AR T
TR PR, TS W R R ] R A M R IR R
WV P AR R R 22

CO,R o
3
CHO —_X
I vpry [ ) 0D ROCT (0
I [~ 0°C, 10 min /
X then 60 °C, 2 h CO,R
COR 0-DCB: ortho-dichlorobenzene

Hajra 25" MHRAE T — ML o- 37 I IEER AN B-TEHE 2K 2,
N ERE I Cu(BEAL F 7 T TR L Bz, PAHREEIR
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X B PEPE IS 2,3,5- = BURIR IR 119 75 7 (Eq. 3).
1225 H (TR BB T AR 5 A (A ) M, 8 T DA R
SR, R B-RHEE R 0 A EHUREE () HL 7 2R
X I O3 A4 T A i .

T it
RQJ\/R /:H/:/ DMF, 120 °C, 24 h RZD\AH ®

(0]

BRI T 1L,-CHPGY S AL A 7 5 #) Ak
AR R B R SRS 1, SERL T B-HH BRI A
A AR RN AL S A A B R BE S 2, DL A S YR
(46% ~ 60%) 15 21| = BRI BRI -3- R iR 2510 & Y (Eq.
4). P I8 15 S SR B R 7 AN O e B AR AL
PR BLIE T, J5 FRORIR b BRI HE 7 0BT R RS 6
WIEH R, (EE L 1,3- FARE p-HR R ES 0 [ v R
REf3 B A RL B ARr=4).

o
U lo (20 mol%) Lo/
CHP, NaOAc
1 ) + —m— R —————» 4)
R OR DCE, 90°C, 10h gt /o\ R

VLAV VR R 2 1) DL A R oL T 2 T R A e A
A AR RIS g Bk, ST T I 1 2 BRIk g
FJ%E(Scheme 5). 7E Cu(DfEAL R, ZPFIRAEAL N &
C(sp’)—P #112,3,5- = HUR BRI L& 4. W SLE Cs,CO;s
RS, MIRIRR 2,3,4,5-PUELAR kI ER

R3
CuBr (10 mol%)  EWG__
DIPEA (1.5 equiv.) 0
R Et,0, 80 °C, 2 h a
20, ) 1
P—R
4
| © R1
S new C(sp®)-P bond
+ R4
o R®
I EWG
P Cs,CO3 (0.5 equiv.) =
o, J
R1 R DMF, 100°C, 1 h p
/ "\ 4
EWG = C(O)RZ, CN rT R' R

new C(sp?)-P bond

B 5  REmE AR 5
Scheme 5 Synthesis of phosphorylated furans

Hajra 25" 08 7 Cu(IDEAL T, 728 il
77 3 WA A0 55 K 205 PR A B A ddt = B B Y AR
W J7R(Eq. 5). ZITVEE T 1 A ) B 5 SN
RE, MG RVEVE AT, WeRm. BUROT I 206 N R
BHS RN 2,3,5- = HUmRmG; 25 DL 55 5 20 N,
DALY S f A DY AR R e A 5.

Chen 1 He ZE"SILL o, 8- ANV R0 B AN IRA A 525 Y e
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0 R cuCl, (20 mol%) RF
uCly mol7
1J\/R +/J\ P o~ /m\ (5)
Ar R!' DMF, 120°C, Air  Af' 0 R

R'=Aryl; R?=Ph, H

NIERL, EET — R 2 BRI (Scheme 6). %X
NAE VUSRI (THF) R 3T, A NAR RO 1 equiv.
1 K,COs, FIRARFE 12 h, B =W Ak, fnf
T R B I 2 equiv. ) DABCO, 4425 = iR i 24
h, 5 A AR B = HAR (R,

(e}

RZ CN
A R2 KoCO;3 {
B —
R CN  *+ BrCHNG o o o
.
RZ CN R
DABCO, rt., 24 h T
o)

R1

BR6 Lo A B FRACA 2 H e SRk i 2 B
T MR

Scheme 6 Synthesis of polysubstituted furansfrom bromoni-
tromethane and oxodienes

TA TR B 1,1- IR TT I LI LB 2R &
Fie A 5Kl 7E AgCO5-Cs,COs-KOAc #R RIFMERE T, il
BRI IR G AT — R 2,3,5- =B
W(Eq. 6). NPT HIEY 1,1- A5 ke ol dind 55
W& Corey-Fuchs e AR A 1,1- 84007
AAEAR LR SONE 2 A T B e A ARV R AR bk b () 1. %
HRIATE Ag fR3E NI 2B R AR C(sp’)—H Al
C(sp)—H RSN A A b A L PR I3 R fie 24
BB H AR,

o
Ag,CO3 (2 equiv.) OEt
O Cs,C0O; (2.2 equiv.)
R’ Oj/ \C KOAc (2 equiv.) [ CH; ©)
X (6]
DMF,N, R'--
120°C, 12 h

3 HEUKRRIE

Liang U NRIE T —FhER b 3 22 BRI & ik
Jiik. ZIT L 2- - 245 - 1-R A 1,1- 05 5 O N R
K, B SR TN 1 h, 58] T %0 ke
P 2 BURIR IR (Bq. 7). " F R fE 7 AR R 0 1%
FR T S R B A T PR 5.

Song Al You “Z5!SIDLRIEAN 13- HIEM AN
JERL, 78 Au 4L FiEE C(sp®)—H A1 C(sp)—H %L
EE-IME RS, 138 T — RV 3-kedd 2 BURRE
LA YI(EQ. 8). 1% N AR, PP X 5%
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R3
3 LAu(CH3CN)SbF
R AR (CHs I°) 6§ g1 /O
(5 mol%)
= —— = D
SN ‘r! DCE, rt, 1h R
R? R2 Ar' Ar?

L = [(2-biphenyl)di-tert-butylphosphine

P, BRI PR R, 1,3- T RFE R 45 K 0T e
T PEBOA B2 AR 5 M s U S v T e
BRATSA Z HRR.

R3
HAUCI4xH,0
H 4-xH3
o 9 (3 mol %) . 0 Vi
R1MR2 |l bipy (30 mol %) ®)
H Rs _ KOAc, Phi(OAc), e "

Toluene, 40 °C, 24 h R ™o

Bach ZE"1DL AR 3 AR (1 0k R I 2 R T R = P ek
BEARREmE N JFORL, £ Bi(OT), AL~ & A 2-M 25k DY HUAR
BRI (Scheme 7). 1% 5 O 10 4% s & 2RI AN, AR,
1E 0~25 CEAFF 5 min RIAT 52l 1k, OB AT 7 O
VIR I R TE TT DA st B A Sk}, 80k B0 e B
il 4%

= " -mn_zju ™ R Kome  NaH, Accl
R @ oMe P R3 DMF
R3 ~ OH
R4 R4 R
OTMS R4 R4

4

R4 ROMe RZ%R1 , | o
/\tm BIOTHs (10mol%) || / R
R~ OAC  MeNO, 0°C~rt. R™ e

B 7 ZHUAR-2-Im I i & %

Scheme 7 Synthesis of substituted 2-alkenylfurans

BWHURZEPILL Cu(OAC),-PA(OAC), IRE “Hifs” fi
&, BL CH;CN-DMSO MR-EVE T, FEHBUR IR B AL
00 I B IS TR R R AT AR DA 2,3,4,5- DY HUAR
R EHI(Eq. 9).

R! . Pd(OAc), (5mol%)  R30C OR?
COzR Cu(OAc), (2 equiv.) =
j><oo g2 * A CO0OR———— " s RO )
2 CH4CN, DMSO
60°C, 1 h N
COOR

558 ZE VR P EL o B-ANHURIER AL 1,3- —FRFEIL £
YRR, 4£ MnO, K Tl B hE A C—0
IR IR SN A 15 3,4- - IBE L A DY BRI (Eq.
10). SRS F3E FH B SR W] o, B- AN VAR JEE A H B X
ARSI L7 REOBLX S B A T R 3 R, 1,3- RIS
PO B AT B 1,3- 0, AT B2 p-RRER R K.
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o o MnO,/ZnCl,
6.0 equw )y R
RN+ R g " HoAc (10)

Reddy %P4 7 —F{EG HLIR(DABCO FI DBU)
Rt T, 3@id MBH BeAIBREE a7 IV FF AL 2 1] AR HRAR
JSE A A7 ) A ) 2 DU AR IR 30 (Y 5 95 (Bq. 11). 1%
G RTTIER R B IR A (CE IR T 5Ek), LR E L,
HIF K 215 MBH fgr] LLdid Morita-Baylis-Hillman %
L 1] #5).

BocO  CO,Me Rf DABCO (5 mol%) ~ MeOQ
THF, r.t., 5 min
+ O (11)
Vi 2: then DBU (1.0equiv.) . [/ W\ R
r.t. R (@)

R R?

Namboothiri 25211 a-fil§J 7K 2. 55 4% 30 MBH-
CTREE, (2R T Db S (45% ~ 59%) 13 2 &
i 25 P LA DX S R 1 1 DY AR R IR (Eq. 12), 53 |
PR A P BT P BRI X e WS 2R 95 A B S PR s e
AT HAREE (A7 B A N AN . %777 L DABCO iy
Bk, J ot RV K 5y F N Michael s A 4r 1 A
Mannich J %55 S EEAD IR,

Ph)lyNo2 DABCO  ON_  Ar

(2.0 equiv.)
NO Ph [ (12)
Ar 2 THF, r.t.
CO,Et
AcO” "CO,Et

PR ASAE P DL =T S (R (0 BUR TSR B L 05 &
WAL S VU 2 0 PR BB, DA SR A e DY A Rk
W(Eq. 13). ARITADT BT LLZ 5 RN, K2 HH
75 B BEAE AL TR BT LAAS BUTUY 40, (E A AR T I A
R 0 25 A TR ASRE S8 RN . B4 DL TR bR R I O JU k)
i, MG 2,3,5- =R, %G Rk E LS
Ao R A A B ST B A R AR, R R A T A
Wittig SRz, ik =T 2R AUBES 2 AR 1. 1%
I AR R, FEIRA A B IR SR T e, NE
IR 1 5 Fe S 04t 1 il A58 (3 5 9k

CO,R! o ° nétBlﬁF’(1(12.5 eq_uh)l.) CO,R!
3 .2 equiv.

|| +R2J\H + CIAR3WR3/@\R2 (%)
R

FAAEEPNRIE T 6] DABCO 8T, i 1-iE3
FRTA - 1- PR I AR e 2 ] ) S A3 8 S 7 s DY X
FRIRMGIN 7%, BmeE ik F) 98% (Eq. 14). 1R
& T AR IR b % A H e A R R ) SN A,
ZHEOL T BRI R R, KA PR
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FEUNWCRRIBL T . %A ROTE TR NI, 1
NGy inE S Iif“E’J}—ﬁ@, THWETTA 7
TIRRAZAN B 705 N O-SRAZ N AT I35 #5522 A S
AR

R1

72N

DABCO _

O (1.0 equiv.) (R)Ar
I —
H Solvent free CN(14)
O/
100°C,9h
A

=

\R2

Selander 25K 7 —Ff In(LI) AL B IR DA PR
WAL 5 W06 BT 2 (Bq. 15). 2% %N FH 3 B8 R B 1Y
Lewis BRUEILIASR, DL a-JRIEAANER . B i 5
B A =0 8L, BAIRGE IR 5F . %5
JRAEE VAT, K2 B S S R LA I ) 2% A F
T EIREIRAT ERAR ) S MR A S A e R

R R4
R6 F /
j R4 JR® InBr3 (20 mol%) mol%) R? N\ gs
15
DCE, so°c 18h 9
MS (4A)  R3NGR!

dr: 3:2 up to 20:1

4 FEHAREH SR

Sahoo AR AIARVEAL I P A IR, dld Pd-
AT RN BARIER S, A3 T 22 B AR 2 R R 28
WEYI(EQ. 16). ZITVERI R MRS ETE Sz, i3t -
BRUAR R 1) P RO X B 2 1k T W S R s, (H 2 e

SRALA BREE RS, 22 (67 BH 2SN U 2 3 BUR MR 1)
PR AR BRI RE AT LU J7 58, thn] DL
bedk. Jidk-pidkiR G WHRS 5 RN, P X8k
FEEAR R, T EARIR T BRI R - 17
.

Pd(dba), (5 mol%)

3
R® L (10 mol%) R
X
R || Cu(OAc),2H,0 (2 equiv.) 1_| N R? (16)
= OH Dioxane Z~0
R? 130°C

L: bathophenanthroline or 1,10-phenanthroline

Maiti Z5PY7E R PA-HEALS&AF T, ) A i 2
W 2 1) AR ER IR SN A5 B - AR 2R TR IR, S L
R I P 25 B (B 17). PRI IR L 4847
UARHE AL P ANAN 2 25 B34 W L1 i P A A7 A A
PRI, R, 1% RIS SR T — A
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A 5 AR AT B BRI b5 W H R P O R R )
JRIEAE.

Pd(OAc), (10 mol%) R’

H 1,10-phenanthroline ‘|"
S ArR?) (20 mol%) N\ /
R'<r _ t—/ Cu(OAc), (2 equiv.) 3 an
Z

OH NaOAc (2 equiv.)
air, CICH,CH,CI ,
110°C Ar(R%)

ik T AR S POV D) AT A iy A0 32 A W R T 3 BT R bR
L, Ik R B SEAZ IR P AL 4> T
W Heck SMFDEREER) “—Haik” OB, Rl
@ 2,3- T HBUCHE IR BRIR IR (Scheme ). 75 FA A1 B i Fift g
e ) 35 P A 3R [ ot e I R0 B4 78 A B S (R B ). %
B B R IE A L N T R AR 72 4)) Daphnodorin B [1)42
A .

EWG

! KsPOJCHCN |, ! EWG
R ] _ + | | 4“ R 0 |
oH 75°C o)

Pd(AcO), (5 mol %)
PPh; (10 mol %)
Ag,CO3 (1 equiv.)

CH3CN, 115°C, 15 h

EWG
B8 3-HUR-3- DR R IR IR & A
Scheme 8 Synthesis of 2-substituted-3-functionalized benzofu-
rans
Larock 25T DL AT BRI ot 3 55 B R0 557 SEROR SRR,
T GOEARBE A P HEAL ) =Rl A o)« —4n " OB, H
SR 10 s L I 1) e WA s e A Dy 2,3 - B R 4 R I 44,
EYI(Eq. 18). KPR JLFA 52 By BB 2L
2 FR) SR, AL Py R A AT B R A B A T s 7
SEAEAERS, AP SEUCR TR SRS, BRI R
ZRY 2555 — 25 Sonogashira 18 55k [ M ) & A=,
M3 BP0 SONE R S O3 T . SR e it 7e 3R B
i—’l%ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬂlﬂﬁ?%”&%?ﬁlﬁﬂﬂiﬁﬁfﬂj‘ Ny
REARCAE. IR M I o e bR AE [R)BE ) 2% A T SRS 2
f“ AR R 4.

(1) =—R?
PACly(PPh3), (3 mol%)
| Cul (2 mol%), Et;N/THF R®
N 25°C, MW, 30 mi X
R1+<)i e R T Y—R2 (18)
OH (2) R®3—1 Z~0

MeCN, 100 °C, MW, 25 min

Osyanin 50 HGE T — 514 5 2- RS BEHUR 1 28 1
WATTAE D IRE T . 2N L =R TR e A A E R 1,1-
FHSEE PSR, AL 4- PSR S, RN
4 (Scheme 9). %R G YA AT 214 FE
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Ve, AR A OME R A R R, 2830 L5 R it
MR R [T A B A B B 220 AN 2 5 5 2 1

T
N ~ 7 '\
RIS TNMe; | O?\IZN\— +  NEty (3.0 equiv.) _
e + N —_— >
Z > oH ON CH3CN, Reflux o
U I NO,
* !
1 AN CH2 _ /N02
RT + +C\
A ~o- NO,
1,4-ambiphile 1,1-ambiphile

BIZ 9 2-MHFE A TR &
Scheme 9 Synthesis of 2-nitroarenofurans

Tsuji 1 Nakamura ZFPHDLARERIERY N R, @it
BuLi-ZnCl, 3 [ 735~ A R A Js 8 45 38 54 - 0k R - 8- 51
EE TR E K. i A A 5T 710 e B 2 = B ik
W, A AEA TR N 4232 0 r iR E T, ) AT DA%S A6 DY EX
AR R IR (Scheme  10). 1% 75 743 T K 2 00 OB i
W, FeAb R s IR 100%.

R (1) BuLi (1.0 equiv.) ZnCl
Z4 0°C ~r.t., 30 min
\ R1
OH (2) ZnCl, (1.0 equiv.) o
Tolune, 120 °C
H
H;0*
\ R1
(o)
— Electrophic (E*)
(1.2 equiv.) E
CuCN -2LiCl
(1.0 equiv.) ®R1
Tolune-THF o]
-78~0°C

B 10 DLRRKRIE ) A JEORE G R ke
Scheme 10 Synthesis of benzofurans from 2-alkynylphenols

5 NG

MEEER, B AR R AT A & RO T 1
KERFIIT, KRB & O, Bk il
EYERIR ) LI & IR A B R, JT
FOBI A T, JCHE AR 2 15 (SR A, A5

7 5 FR) S MR R PR S 2 2% 1, B3 P A M Y RE 1415
“TAQMﬁﬁ& R R AL 22 AR B2 RE I A AL
MR JE T 2R Ak e R 22 2 0 B R B S N A
A0 E BE AT 2 HURIRIR, A LA A A 4R Ak 2 4
T e BT B .
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