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Simple and Cost-Effective Synthesis of Fmoc-DOPA(acetonide)-OH

Liu, Jingjing" Zhang, Donghui” Jiang, Weinan“ Liu, Runhui***

(“ Key Laboratory for Ultrafine Materials of Ministry of Education, Key Laboratory of Specially Functional Polymeric
Materials and Related Technology, School of Materials Science and Engineering, East China University of
Science and Technology, Shanghai 200237)
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Abstract 3,4-Dihydroxyphenylalanine (DOPA) derivatives inspired by mussels have attracted broad interest in functional
coatings of biomaterials and biomedical devices. Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH is the key precursor for solid-phase synthesis of
adhesive mussel proteins and peptides. However, existing synthesis methods of Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH were tedious and
costly which greatly hindered its practical application. Herein, a simple two-step strategy for preparing Fmoc-DOPA-

(acetonide)-OH is reported, which is a simple and cost-effective synthesis method with broad application prospects.
Keywords mussel adhesion protein; 3,4-dihydroxyphenylalanine (DOPA); Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH; simple and efficient

synthesis
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Method A (six-step reaction)

(e}
(e}
NH
HO 2 N-carbethoxyphthalimide SOCI2 MeOH ~o N DMP, TsOH
—_—
Borax, Na,COs, r.t., overnight Ft overnight O benzene, reflux
1.5~3h
HO HO
OH OH
(e}
HO NH HO NHFmoc
H2NNH2 L|OH Fmoc OSu
DCM MeOHhZ °C " THF, H,0,0°C_ H,0, 0 °C “o°c.2n °C,2h
overnight
9 2.5h o
O
Method B (four-step reaction)
(0]
HO NH, HO NHFmoc BnO NHFmoc
Fmoc-OSu, NaHCO3 Benzyl bromide, K,CO5
Dioxane/H,0, 12 h DMF, r.t., overnight
HO HO HO
OH OH OH
o] 0
NHFmoc NHFmoc
2,2-Dimethoxypropane, APTS BnO H,, Pd/C 10% HO
—_—

Benzene, reflux, overnight

93

THF, rt, 14 h

Ao

B 1 Fmoc-DOPA(acetonide)-OH B\ & il 1%
Scheme 1 Previous synthesis methods to obtain Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH

BYIREEI K — PR &5 =R 55k 6 A Fmoc-
DOPA (acetonide)-OH. A TAER 7 —FfIH. &5 M
Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH 25 & il /7 7%

Wilker 2512238 D) Fmoc-DOPA NJERL, 1EAIF )
T W FRIREAGRI AT, K 5 MR R, EAREE
B IRTFAR A =), (AW FE AR, FEL A b, Mes-
sersmith ZE7HA N FE /R4 L-DOPA ) FE AR J 32 [4]
SN AR Ty LD A B AL DG BRE RTB, BRI i 43 i) S FH 4B

PRIV R R R R S B AR R, FRAT AR OR
BRI GRS, (H2 2 B R 5 B ORY 2 5R 5 85U B %
LRI A1 S BN FE SR A0 S R 2= A K
T, XL T ARG R BERE, (F15 & B IR
KA, AL L-DOPA Nign 5k}, 50 KaE it
3 Fmoc {4715 2 4L &% Fmoc-DOPA, 2 — P TEfEML
TR FF 2 it PR 0 5t KGRI TG K B R BRI A FH T ad it 5 T
il — 0 I S A1 2R oy 25 DA 2 A D 4 1A B s T 5
PR ZAAY) Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH, ANt FE A
TR AT R %R A R AR S
3 RPBZEAHRA BRI, AR AR A
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WUR, (195 K AR B, R RIS, Mar-
sault O T A k2R, FATUB A5 3] T & M4,
FJ+¥ Fmoc-DOPA [ HIERIEANFI IR [ M 15 E] Fmoc-
DOPA OBn, {H& AP 1)k 7 ZH B AR, X143

B LR AT 2 AR . ST DL AR S ek i 1
5’\1‘)?, BATEAF T 40 Scheme 2 FTom HIHT G £ B £k
119 3] Fmoc-DOPA 3Ll I, F— N H A5 2 Bt
BT W), (F45 S Nt R AR A R 1 B, [ ) Bk
G 1R 5y 1R K AL SRS A

fE Scheme 2 F/nHI& G R, 13 9-2) 3 &L
AHFBREE(Fmoc-CYX LAY L-DOPA LR FEILATIR
1, CIHERZKAE R, Na,COs S AbmiEIrss, =i~
JRBIER, L 88% M AZ 2] T 444 Fmoc-DOPA (1).
FOPBAAE 1 R R RE T ER, I T KRR
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BRAE AWK, X R IR AR S AR, 7330 1.1 g 1AL
&%) Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH (2), RN 49%. #EiX
NS RS G ST i s Rl S e | M ) S A P g
A 43%. WA, I, RS s 23RS 1)
AT PR AZE (LT Sigma-Aldrich 23 5] 4%
ST HRIE P A TV A BURAR (R 1),

(0]
]/ HO NHFmoc
HO
OH

L-DOPA
NHFmoc

Fmoc-Cl, Na2003

MeCN/HZO r.t.
overnight

TsOH, MgSO,4
- "5
Acetone, reflux, 1d

(0]
A©
B 2 Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH )& 3 £k

Scheme 2 Synthesis method of Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH

F1 RFHEIFTEH#% Fmoc-DOPA(acetonide)-OH FJ A EL
Table 1 Comparison of cost to obtain Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-
OH from different ways

Source Price ($°g ')
Sigma-Aldrich 563
The six-step reaction method * ~6
The four-step reaction method ® ~20
Our method ¢ ~2

“The cost of laboratory synthesis using method developed by Messersmith et
al) ® The cost of laboratory synthesis using method developed by Marsault et
al”!. “ The cost of laboratory synthesis using both strategies in the article.

N T Hi5€ Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH )14 45 #4,
& 25%0RNE ) — & TG MARRILE DY TFA/TIS/H,O
(V:iV:iV=95:25:25& A Fmoc-DOPA (aceto-
nide)-OH, Mil% Fmoc FN4E A ER R FEH], M5 3
DOPA WA P~ #iE 47 T HPLC 20 #1Y, [5)sfd F i
f*) L-DOPA #1 D-/L-DOPA {E A %%, S5 R EIR, HE K
") Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH i {47 Ji5 75 £ [1) DOPA
FE HPLC &, U L-DOPA U, 1ESE | & )
Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH [F)7622411E ee fH KT 99%.
TEBA G UG 26, L-DOPA R E T HF 45

A T A ) Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH & il 28 17 5c
HEFREELMN Fmoc R4, Bl FFEAT 402K By I 4 B L.
Zﬁﬁ PUX R LT, %.?’Jﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ*&fﬂ’] gy 2=

E&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂM?%fWM¢%w%ﬁﬁ%imm,
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1M DOPA ZRIRER DA TR, WAL —P &, Hin
TSRS, ()i AT RS Fmoe R, 3R
Fmoc-DOPA 5 ¥ T Z P ML, o] LUl A HL . 1 —
A5 1] B 1 .2 i B MR A E AT R A5 2 P ;i W R
HEATARIR By AR TR SN, |R T JEURF R =4 #0824
IR KR IERR, AR e i i 78 2 € it W s o, i L
IRMESIL =P g2l 61 DL B RN, wT CAHERT, AT
YE % F ] Fmoc-DOPA (acetonide)-OH & 46 25 9 FH 18 |
¢ T B iR R TV

2 i

JER T —FhiE H. &2 Fmoc-DOPA(acetonide)-
OH &Rk, I RA RIFRRE, EHCRHERE 1 H
TN UURS i 5 1 M0 22 JIR BT AH 5 B R REFE, A7 B s B
Z W BRGE FIRR)  BOT R AR A AR R 7
A& AT R R H.

3 LIRS
31 B 5I
Wt 3LIR1E B LE AVANCE 111 (400 MHz)#3 5 57
A A% e IR Y A B e, DA DY HR B A e (TMS)
W2, fli ] CDCl; 8 DMSO- ddwﬁiﬂ JRIEACH XEVO
G2 TOF B (Waters), K HIWE % & L(ESDE I, il
L&A I = RH A R A R AE 72 Sepaflash A3
#11) SepaBean M2 AL & I AL &4; ¥ FHBCH Daicel
crownpak cr( )RR AR IR AR i SR EEAT 1% 4 AT,
T Bl A A 2 FE 19 e SRR /K VA 7(0.01 mol/L), Jiiidt Ay
0.5 mL/min; FTA BRI N E = dral, A& b H i
i H.
32 ZWHE
321 FYPAHEBRAIA _HFLL-KAABRA)G S
A
¥ DOPA (15 g, 76.1 mmol) Al 9-%7 3 F 3 5 FH iR i

(23.6 g, 91.3 mmol) & T 1000 mL B JEFEH+, FEIA
160 mL ZJEHEHE, FHHAEUKHB A H. KR (32.3
g, 304.3 mmol)#% T 120 mL <& -F/K, ZHmAZ| L
W RN RS, WEEER, FBREAGMER LR,
FRGE IR, 85 H 2 mol/L HC1 77 pH

B 2~3. WEE R L OISR, B S
FAHLE(400 mL X 3)H, 3 IREEHUSS 5 KA MR SR
—ifg, FMAE /K (200 mL)WESs, ToKBREREE TG
WUARJE I 38, T8 g 28 TR A3 2R 4R, B R A 2
Mr, P SR e R R TR A AR 3 28.1 g Al

119, it 88%. 'H NMR (400 MHz, DMSO-ds) J: 8.85
(br, 1H), 7.88 (d, J=7.2 Hz, 2H), 7.69 (d, J=8.0 Hz, 2H),
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7.66 (d, J=7.6 Hz, 1H),7.42 (td, J=7.6, 3.2 Hz, 2H),
7.37~7.22 (m, 2H), 6.77~6.64 (m, 2H), 6.56 (dd, J=8.0,
1.6 Hz, 1H), 4.31~4.07 (m, 4H), 2.94 (dd, J=13.6, 4.4
Hz, 1H), 2.74 (dd, J=13.7, 10.4 Hz, 1H); "*C NMR (100
MHz, DMSO-dy) J: 173.7, 156.1, 145.0, 143.9, 143.9,
143.9, 140.8, 128.8, 127.7, 127.2, 125.5, 125.4, 120.2,
120.0, 116.6, 115.4, 65.8, 56.1, 46.7, 36.1; ESI-MS m/z:
837.3 [2M+H]".
322 H W AHEBA-34-—F A G A-L- KA AR
(2)89 8- 1%,

B a(1) (2 g, 4.8 mmol) B T 50 mL FIRIJE Bl
o, NN 20 mL EREE RIS AR, SRS 1R O IR-E VI HN
R 2R (0.4 g, 2.4 mmol)FITE /KRR EE(2.3 g, 19.1
mmol). RS NIREYFER A E T R 1 d. B A
BER G, W AR L. KRR
% 2. B6(30 mLX3)H, 3 IREEHUAL KA MU ERTE
— I A /K (20 mL)BEwk, FIC/KBR BREE T 15
B8, W 28T Ae 2R 4E V. i A
JEHT, A AR R AR s, 192 1.1 g iyalir=
W 27 W% 49%. "H NMR (400 MHz, CDCLy) 6: 7.77
(d, J=7.6 Hz, 2H), 7.62~7.48 (m, 2H), 7.40 (t, J=7.2
Hz, 2H), 7.31 (td, J=7.2, 2.8 Hz, 2H), 6.66 (d, J=7.7 Hz,
1H), 6.59~6.43 (m, 2H), 5.26 (d, J=8.1 Hz, 1H), 4.66
(dd, J=13.2, 5.6 Hz, 1H), 4.46 (dd, J=10.8, 7.2 Hz, 1H),
4.37 (dd, J=10.8, 7.2 Hz, 1H), 422 (t, J=7.2 Hz, 1H),
3.18~2.98 (m, 2H), 1.65 (s, 6H). *C NMR (100 MHz,
CDCly) d: 176.3, 156.0, 147.8, 146.7, 143.9, 143.8, 141.4,
128.6, 127.8, 127.2, 125.2, 1252, 122.0, 120.1, 118.1,
109.5, 108.4, 67.2, 54.9, 47.2, 37.5, 29.8, 26.0; ESI-MS
m/z: 482.3 [M+Na]".

45 Bh#1 Bl (Supporting Information) 1L&471 121 'H
NMR Fil °C NMR & LK T4 HPLC 15 8], X sbhtkl
A] LA B AT W 328 (http://sioc-journal.cn/) | F %

References

[1] (a) Waite, J. H.; Qin, X. Biochemistry 2001, 40, 2887.
(b) Kord Forooshani, P.; Lee, B. P. J. Polym. Sci., Part A: Polym.
Chem. 2016, 55, 9.
(c) Lee, B. P.; Messersmith, P. B.; Israclachvili, J. N.; Waite, J. H.

2546

http://sioc-journal.cn/

(2]

(3]

(4]

(3]

(6]

(7]

(8]
(9]
[10]
(1]

[12]

© 2020 Chinese Chemical Society & SIOC, CAS

R E R
Annu. Rev. Mater. Res. 2011, 41, 99.

(a) Lee, H.; Dellatore, S. M.; Miller, W. M.; Messersmith, P. B.
Science 2007, 318, 426.

(b) Lee, H. A.; Ma, Y. F.; Zhou, F.; Hong, S.; Lee, H. Acc. Chem.
Res. 2019, 52, 704.

(¢) Ye, Q.; Zhou, F.; Liu, W. M. Chem. Soc. Rev. 2011, 40, 4244.
(a) Liu, Y.; Ai, K.; Lu, L. Chem. Rev. 2014, 114, 5057.

(b) Wu, R.; Ding, X. K.; Qi, Y.; Zeng, Q.; Wu, Y. W,; Yu, B. R.; Xu,
F.J. Small 2018, 14, 11.

(¢) Xu, M.; Khan, A.; Wang, T.; Song, Q.; Han, C.; Wang, Q.; Gao,
L.; Huang, X.; Li, P.; Huang, W. ACS Appl. Bio Mater. 2019, 2,
3329.

(d) Li, X. Y.; Gao, P;; Tan, J. Y.; Xiong, K. Q.; Maitz, M. F.; Pan, C.
J.; Wu, H. K.; Chen, Y.; Yang, Z. L.; Huang, N. ACS Appl. Mater.
Interfaces 2018, 10, 40844.

(e) Pandey, N.; Hakamivala, A.; Xu, C. C.; Hariharan, P.; Radionov,
B.; Huang, Z.; Liao, J.; Tang, L. P.; Zimmern, P.; Nguyen, K. T,
Hong, Y. Adv. Healthcare Mater. 2018, 7, 1701069.

(a) Barclay, T. G.; Hegab, H. M.; Clarke, S. R.; Ginic-Markovic,
M. Adv. Mater. Interfaces 2017, 4, 1601192.

(b) Liu, X. S.; Cao, J. M.; Li, H.; Li, J. Y.; Jin, Q.; Ren, K. F.; Ji, J.
ACS Nano 2013, 7, 9384.

(c¢) Yang, C.; Ding, X.; Ono, R. J.; Lee, H.; Hsu, L. Y.; Tong, Y.
W.; Hedrick, J.; Yang, Y. Y. Chem. Sci. 2014, 26, 7346.

(d) Sheng, W. B.; Li, B.; Wang, X. L.; Dai, B.; Yu, B.; Jia, X;
Zhou, F. Chem. Sci. 2015, 6, 2068.

(e) Zhang, S. X.; Liu, W. Y.; Dong, Y. S.; Wei, T.; Wu, Z. Q.;
Chen, H. Langmuir 2019, 35, 3470.

(f) Liu, L.; Tian, X. H.; Ma, Y.; Duan, Y. Q.; Zhao, X.; Pan, G. Q.
Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2018, 57, 7878.

(g) Wu, J. X.; Zheng, Y. J.; Jiang, S. B.; Qu, Y. C.; Wei, T.; Zhan,
W. J.; Wang, L.; Yu, Q.; Chen, H. ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces
2019, /1, 12357.

(a) Zhao, Y. H.; Wu, Y.; Wang, L.; Zhang, M. M.; Chen, X.; Liu,
M. J.; Fan, J.; Liu, J. Q.; Zhou, F.; Wang, Z. K. Nat. Commun.
2017, 8, 8.

(b) Sheng, W. B.; Li, W.; Yu, B.; Li, B.; Jordan, R.; Jia, X.; Zhou,
F. Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2019, 58, 12018.

(c) Cong, Z. Q.; Zhang, L.; Ma, S. Q.; Lam, K. S.; Yang, F. F.;
Liao, Y. H. ACS Nano 2020, 14, 1958.

(a) Liu, L.; Tian, X. H.; Ma, Y.; Duan, Y. Q.; Zhao, X.; Pan, G. Q.
Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2018, 57, 7878.

(b) Kuang, J.; Messersmith, P. B. Langmuir 2012, 28, 7258.

(c) Statz, A. R.; Meagher, R. J.; Barron, A. E.; Messersmith, P. B.
J. Am. Chem. Soc. 2005, 127,7972.

Liu, Z.; Hu, B. H.; Messersmith, P. B. Tetrahedron Lett. 2008, 49,
5519.

Messersmith, P. B.; Hu, B.-H.; Liu, Z. US 0087622, 2010.
St-Georges, C.; Desilets, A.; Beliveau, F.; Ghinet, M.; Dion, S. P.;
Colombo, E.; Boudreault, P. L.; Najmanovich, R. J.; Leduc, R,;
Marsault, E. Eur. J. Med. Chem. 2017, 129, 110.

Sever, M. J.; Wilker, J. J. Tetrahedron 2001, 57, 6139.

(a) Tredwell, M.; Preshlock, S. M.; Taylor, N. J.; Gruber, S.;
Huiban, M.; Passchier, J.; Mercier, J.; Génicot, C.; Gouverneur, V.
Angew. Chem., Int. Ed. 2014, 53, 7751.

(b) Liu, Z.; Hu, B. H.; Messersmith, P. B. Tetrahedron Lett. 2008,
49, 5519.

oloshonok, V. A.; Ueki, H. Synthesis 2008, 693.

(Lu, Y.)

Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2020, 40, 2543~2546



