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Abstract Pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazole is one of the important azaheterocycles with three fused aromatic rings. These mole-
cules containing this skeleton have wide application prospects in the fields of medicinal chemistry and materials, and their
syntheses have attracted much attention in organic chemistry. According to the retrosynthetic analysis on the construction of
different rings in target molecules, the research progress on the synthesis of pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazoles from different types
of starting materials is reviewed, and its future development direction is prospected.

Keywords azaheterocycle; pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazole; retrosynthetic analysis; metal catalysis; C—H activation; tandem

reaction; 2-aminopyridine; o-phenylenediamine

AT AR RN R EY, SPrACaE
P —F Bl b Ho, SERAZME a2 S
JREGH . RIRFW) AR S AR R 7 TS5 1 HL 2
ST, W BT ANLG A2l A
TS AOAL ARG R 2700 1B JRARAIE, T 1 e 3 [1,2-
alZR KM R R W 2R v, iRy R Pt o),
POEBRT. BUEECAI TR RS 1), A,

—LERHENE FF[1,2-a] A F R IR 31 [R] I 0 56 2 1R e
UL, T AR R I E IF[1,2-a) %R IFBK R AT A )
I AL SRS iZ R

HET, CAMRERR N ENRIE T 3L WIE K
TP LR T TP S I E R [1,2-a] KR 4
& T S ERIR. SR, e Sy = oA A ke
WEFF[1,2-a) R IR 7> 1, AT AT N SN E IRl

* Corresponding authors. E-mail: wangzy@scnu.edu.cn; kai_yangyang@126.com
Received May 27, 2020; revised June 15, 2020; published online June 30, 2020.
Project supported by the Guangdong Provincial Science and Technology Project (No. 2017A010103016), the Scientific Research Project of Gannan Medical
University (No. YB201903), the Undergraduates Innovation Project of South China Normal University (No. 202003) and the Extracurricular Project for Stu-
dents’ Scientific Research of South China Normal University (No.19HHGBO08).
I ARAERITRI(No. 2017A010103016) 7 L2 F BEAZ R BI(No. YB201903) 4 R i K K AE QU M I 2R iH-Jl (No. 202003 )14 i s K=
AR ANEIIHE B (No. 19HHGBO8) % B 1% H .

4168 http://sioc-journal.cn/ A © 2020 Chinese Chemical Society & SIOC, CAS Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2020, 40, 4168~4183



Chinese Journal of Organic Chemistry

REVIEW

G O CEC&

Cl

Antiumort4l

Antimalariall”] Antlfungallg]

B1 s A A K 25 B R R BE I [1,2-a ] A TR IR
FEW

Figure 1 Some pyrido[1,2-a]Jbenzimidazole compounds with
biological activity and pharmaceutical effects
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2-(N-(2- i L) & FE ML e 2 31 2-(V-75 36 @ FEmtne 3 4
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Scheme 1 Retrosynthetic analysis for the synthesis of pyri-
do[1,2-a]benzimidazoles via intramolecular cyclization from
2-(arylamino)pyridines

la S5POBL 2-Q- W R ) eIk 2y T 4 NIRA,
Pd(PPhy), HEAL T T IR & 1 T 2R IR IR [1,2-a] P bk
RETEW S, FEHRN T0%~93%. FREHLIENy: Pd L&)

Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2020, 40, 4168~4183

© 2020 Chinese Chemical Society & SIOC, CAS

LPd(0) 5 KA ALHC IR SE TR 1 6, EETA G
ST REBIGE S HBr, A8 R 7
B JE I BRI C—N B, f 2 AR RO FR Ik
[1,2-a]¥ER 5 (Scheme 2).
Ned S Pd PA(PPha);, KpCOs Q\ //
N‘Q\:/S:\/ DMF, 130 ~ 140 °C NN

70% ~ 93% N N
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elimination
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N— _ HBr C[ A
N leophilic attack AN\,
\ / ucleophilic attac N _
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B3R 2 Pd(PPhy), HEAL G AR IE[4, 5K MEFE[1,2-a] IR A SN
L

Scheme 2 Plausible mechanism for the synthesis of benzo-
[4,5]imidazo[1,2-a]quinolines catalyzed by Pd(PPh;),

b 7 <)@ Pd, &R [FIRE AT DAL SR OB, Liub-
chak AP ILL 2-(2-TR A ML I IE /> T NIEY, UL 5
mol% Cul 1 10 mol% N,N-_H %t 7, —iZ(DMEDA )fi
1k, 1E 2 equiv.BRIREIAAAE N T LB F B 24 h, RE
LA 98%[H1 7 & B 4.
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PR, Cuny TR ﬁfﬂm]u/ﬁ(TW%ﬁM R
WOR A L BE JF [1,2-a]l R IR K ERT A2 1, P2 N
58%~98% (Eq. 1). &M AE T RAEY, T
SAVRYIFREE I, HRNHL A REGEI AR K B
T HR, M C—N BIMLA B R4

L,Pd(0) | Oxidative
addition

R1
N
NH; (1), hv e

M
t-BuOK, 60 ~ 120 min

X=Br,Cl R'=H,Me, F, CF3 R2=H, Me R?
2

JEPE 2-(N-J5 25 Z A MEnE 3 v IRk, JE i vE k0
AL C—H B, o7 PR Ak SN A8 AT G BT E
[1,2-a)ZFFKMEATAE Y (Scheme 1, Path B). F3H L IE
SIEMEAEE: C—H HbE ROy EE T Rk
PN, N5 2-EIEMEE 3 /EEE]L, DL Fe(NOs); it
AT, 130 CIRAYL, 77 F W C—H BEEELE R Tt
WE JF[1,2-a) A FFBRIRFT A 1, K477 R A e A 2
68%LA . MTRENLEEN: HAREMR Cu & 8, A5 8
B Fe'" AT B d b cu a9, iRk 9 &
DisE BRI RE, Sl et IS 10 JEIHERE 1A
R AR 11, 55EIE B EBR TS 214 (Scheme 3).
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( 3)3 02 +H H.0 Hzo 02 +H*
2 R1 N R2 R1 N 2
RU_ N 2 XNz @/ " ,\f’\r/ = /|
//\(/ //l > NS N\ - = A N\ A
N X Cu H Clu
(13 o N OCOR
OCOR Y §
R
9 10

B 3 Cu(OAc), fl Fe(NO;); ¥

FLAEAL G RO BE I [ 1,2-a) A8 WKL I S SEATLER

Scheme 3  Plausible mechanism for the synthesis of pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazoles cocatalyzed by Cu(OAc), and Fe(NO;);

Maes 25211 2-(N-75 36 ) & E L e N R,
Cu(OAc)2~H20 J 3,4,5- =5 FER(TFBA) AL u 02
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IR HE) B A R, WA IR IR 1,2-a] K I
WKL 5, ;=30 80% (Eq. 2).
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*&’f&%iﬂ“bifﬁ'%U%%(Scheme 4, Method 2), 1% J51%
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5T PhI(OAc),. [R50 %K R (m-CPBA) Il — /K & %t
FEORTE R (PTSAHO) AL E AL A R, BL H,O NI,
Wl T ML B E I 1,2-a] 2K FFBRMERTAE Y, P2 R
15 72%~99% (Eq. 3). HAthm it G #iE, 40 Phl=
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Tz Method 1: C(+) | Fe(-), 2 mA, Pd(PPhy),(OAc),  R!

/ _\ LiCIO,, N, r.t., 6.5 h, CH;CN/HCOOH [\?
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Scheme 4 Synthesis of pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazoles by elec-
trochemical C—H amination
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(Scheme 5).

FIXETF 2-J5 Bkt g, 2- et 15 &5 514,
i FLAHBE S T L S AR R b, i )
I3 4o b ) PR L A A0 B0 PR, USSR 1) 1 A 7
PhI(OPiv), S5 F RIS LU (SEADTE L C—N
SR T HFIP 5 Bhifs S Wi C—C Rl 2%, 5 /0T

5’1‘%

Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2020, 40, 4168~4183



Chinese Journal of Organic Chemistry

REVIEW

R2 Phl (10 mol%)

\/Y \@ CH3COOOH (1.05 equiv.)

HFIP, 25°C, 1.5 h
44% ~ 99%

S,

Phi
l PhI(OAc), «<—— CH3COOOH

H+
CH3;COOH
Ph\I/;OAc 1
Rl (’L R2 -Phl R\&(‘L“/\ N
/N\/( = H
13 14

AR 5 JROE R A AR A N-55 5E-2- 2 SEnng
1 C—H MR AL N

Scheme 5 C—H Cycloamination of N-aryl-2-aminopyridines
catalyzed by a hypervalent iodine(IIl) reagent generated in situ
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Scheme 6 Plausible mechanism for the synthesis of pyri-
do[1,2-a]benzimidazoles from N-benzyl-2-aminopyridines
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EEBURIE (S a3, HLARL A 58 & i BUAR,
DA B IE PR AL P24 21 (Scheme 7, a); JEAIZEIR I 1
TERUAREE, ANERAL AR S L, e I U A7 A Jid 0
RS BIFR L 4 23 (Scheme 7, b); & HH N7 _F T H:
MRS, ML S BUREIA AL H A R
24, ;73 94% (Scheme 7, c).
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Scheme 7 Iodine-mediated aryl C—H amination for the syn-
thesis of pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazoles
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Scheme 8 Retrosynthetic analysis for the synthesis of pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazoles via intermolecular cyclization
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Scheme 9 Synthesis of pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazoles catalyzed by Cu(OAc),
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Scheme 11 Retrosynthetic analysis for the synthesis of pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazoles from 2-substituted benzimidazoles
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KI[4,5]0KPETFE[1,2-a][1,8]250E 73T 53 (Eq. 8). WK
B, Click J B[R A X4 A I N AT C—N BT L
TEHEER, %8k R N CR L 5 T P R N, 7
KIEF] 52%~93%.

(0] = R3
\N> No Cul, Piconlinic acid
R1_:©E N . R3#\ H  Cul, Piconlinic aci
H Kx/ Br K,CO3, PEG-400
51 120°C,8h

43: X=C;44: X=N

N /’NJ/ R3
\
RN \ N

Z~N  \

Rl

X\
Vs
52: X=C;53: X=N

1 R LR 2- G0 L 2- FEE IR Rk, ) mp
PIATFTEE Cu Ehf#1b(Scheme 11, a, Method 2). #i4n,
Yokomatsu 2R IE T AR T MU R A /R R,
R 4y F 18] 55 K 5F % BUAR (ShAn N 3 1
Knoevenagel S, B A] & pA IF[4,5] KPR IF[1,2-a] M
Wk S, (HiZ BT EAE 120 C T, 23N 39%~
98% (Eq. 9). 25fuldth, Schneider iR 58 K I, #
FEDRME ) 42 1 2-07 HH S 1 H B et ik Bl e g
U, 38 A TZ R AR R (Eq. 9).

0O

o TEA/EtOH

54 Reflux, 30 min

, 0
~-NR Cs,CO
R'—0 Y 4+ g H e
N T DMF
H 80 or 120 °C
42 43
R? = H, OCH,, SCH, CHs (Ref. [55])
R? = SAr, SR, SeAr, SeR (Ref. [56])
R2
N X
T\ N 9)
Q N
R \\
5 R®

sk, FUAEE e 25 R ARk R EURT, AT
552 RIAT IR, FiAlE af-AHFIEEEHEL 2,4-—
P B A S W, AR B UE IF [1,2-a] & JF K MEAT AR W)
(Scheme 11, b, ¢)*6%. 2 FH L ZE IRk AT 5 (4 7 il 54
1E = CJE(TEA) AL T, 455 F 18] Michael JISH B Al
I N SRIZ N B R L, A B 1-05 34-4- U 2K [4,5]
BRI FE[1,2-a] L IE 55 (Scheme 12, a)l°!).

FAltth, 7EAHUBIRAE 1L T, 2-50 A B 2R Rk e
WEEE 2,4-"FAM-4-FHETROEERIEY 46 B, L
65%~95% I A K 1-75 55 -4- 5038 2K 1 [4,5] WK e Jf:
[1,2-a] Mk i -3- iR L BR KT A4 56 (Scheme 12, b,
Method 1) Z5 YA Z BT R, W AT 76 w5 SRR 1k
T, AR 13- H 4R ORI [4, 510K R I [ 1,2-a] ML R
4%F 56 (Scheme 12, b, Method 2)1%).

Gorobets @ 2 VR F — 44 — 5 3 10 & R B,
1,3-3F & i 57 A1 N,N- B 3L F Il R R G i
(DMFDMA) & I [ N 46 & J5, FREES i) 26444 5
5 2-FEIRFFORME B, PSR 4-554R-1,2,3,4- UK
T[4, 51BKMEFF[1,2-a] HEMKAT A7) 58 (Scheme 12, ¢).

o O

Method 1: Piperidine/EtOH, reflux R!
R1MR2 (Ref. [62]) R = Ar, R2= CO,Et
65% ~ 95%

~N  CN 46
LI N
SR
H 0
42 R
R2

Method 2: HCIO,/EtOH, reflux
(Ref. [63]) R' = Me, R2= Me
50% ~ 80% 56
DMFDMA
(1) r.t,, 5min
57 O (2) H,0, MW, 120 °C

One-pot two step
50% ~ 86%

B 12 250 R BRIE & e I [1,2-a R IR KR AL 5 )

Scheme 12 Synthesis of pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazoles from 2-(cyanomethyl)benzimidazoles
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PATA i 47 A5 &% 48 (1414 1F N Michael [
RO IERL, w2 A kM, W —8RkA
RS RE H[1,2-a) 78 FF KT A= ) (Scheme 11d). Denny B
FRALID) 2-FIE I TR T AN A AR N RO,
WR & R0 53 AU REAG IR /), — 8k e T 3-05
FE-[4,510KME [ 1,2-a)MERERTAEY) 59 ()4 fi(Scheme 13,
a). Ffeldth, Patel AT LUMIT IR VLA, SRELT
3-MHEMEERAR (R[4, SR I [1,2-a ] sE AL &4 61 &0k, 77
FH 58%~85% (Scheme 13, b).

 ACHO(48) Q,
P|per|d|ne/EtOH @E

NC reflux, 3 h
1
2

N NH 47 | Ar
@ One-pot | onc_~ N/Ar Ar20 N/\N
=N e M/

42 60

S S

b

Piperidine/EtOH  HaN—( \, (b)
reflux, 3.5 h N

\
N
@61

B 13 —HE G L NE IF[1,2-a) R IR KSR 51
Scheme 13  One-pot synthesis of pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazoles

o- IR 45 V5 R — S5 1 o f- AR, d T 1E A
JERAIRLF T L2 A 39 5% 0 IR A T ¥ R B A 1
TR E AL T, R 45 55 2-(G0) F B4 ke
ISR, ] 5y it B i T 1,3.4- ZHUR AR IR [4,5]0K
WEIE[1,2-a]IEREL S P(Eq. 10). ZRPBAARAH ES)E
4k, 3@3d 2118 Michael A0RGH BRAS:1 AL RTH]
BRIE AR, BB — € PR .

5 I, LU 2-(M0) SR IF IR AL & ) i 5
B EERERERS, — RO P A AR W B
e | RKE SR P72 ] AR R IR 45 1) JER ) 4 RE B S B i
FHeAl, HURYEH 132 2] — & HIBR .

R1
T @Q
Dloxane

R2 100°C, 12 h

i = Aryl

R'=H,CN = Aryl, Alkyl

42

45

BT 2-BRIEEIKIFIRME 49, @Ik o T AR N A
JR ML BE I [1,2-a] 2K JF ok e K AR SR AT AR Wt A iRIE
(Scheme 11, Path B)™ @ pQift iz 2-fh it 4
FERKME 49 Fl 4R T 2-45 18 2.1 50 NJEEL, TETCHLEN
KoCO; fEFF, JlId 77 IR B S AR K 43+ A B 46
IRAL A T MENE H[1,2-a] 28 HE KM -3-F R 2L B 2R AT A
W, 7PFN 42%~88% (Eq. 11).

N O R®
AN K,CO
R | Y+ B I coet —=2~
! b N R2 \)\/ 2 DMF
\
a9 M 50
7\ 3
R
R1/Q NTS (11)
N~ CO,Et
R2

1
2.1.2 VA 2-ZF A F SHoRed R 2- T R S okek R R ok

DL 2-75 B 2R Rk 63 95Ukl Hifkt 64 %7E Pd.Rh
ST 4 R AL R AE IR R BTN, A R 2 3
I [4,510K M I [2,1-a] T EATAEY) 62 M EEIRE
(Scheme 14, a).

AT TR AT, 2-55 FEEFFE ke 68 5 N L,
7E[Cp*RhCl,],/Cu(OAc),*H,0 (Cp*=1,2,3,4,5- 1. H FIL
X TIREVEAAR R, SEEL T FEIFBRME IR 1,2-a] i e
KIS 69 G BU(Bq. 12). %R NAR RAMYE
T 2-RELFE IR, X T 2-ZEHE . 2-WEMRIE KM [E FE
EH, S A RS 69a ATYE NS e 17%
HERES.

Metal catalysis

R——R? efc. (@)

4+2] Cyclization
63 [4+2] Cy
-Di X H
(1.2-Disc.) Metal catalysis ]
N e Path A ———— °
@ N Y via amination X X
N, Y- and C—Harylation g5 x =Br.cl 66: X =1, Br, Cl
17 =2
< /.)
6;J Path B| (1-Disc.) Oxidative C—H cycloamination (c)

67

B 14 2-55 BLIR IR BRI A BAEIE I [1,2-a) AR FFIK e R385 45 1 7 A

Scheme 14 Retrosynthetic analysis for the synthesis of pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazoles from 2-aryl benzimidazoles
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BHlE FREiHtRE
2.5 mol% [Cp*RhCly],
e 2 equiv. HOAc
COO'Bu
R = TFE, 100 °C, 16 h
0Of. ~ 0,
N7 "NH 2.5 mol% [Cp*RhCI2]2 N N 54% ~ 99%

O 2.2 equiv. Cu(OAc),
Q Q Acetone, 120 °C, 12h Q Q
68

e
N“°N

Ph

69a
Fe®* fluorescent probe

ENCIRERY, IR LB 70 7E[Cp*Rh-
(MeCN),Jo[SbFe], AL T, FIFERT LAY 25 B 2K R kmk
63 [N A R IR IR 1,2-a) MR B LS T1
(Eq. 13). 7RI RAR R, BRI £ BE BEAE N OB
Y, WIENEARS 5 R, A F BRI EL T

[73]
DCE, 130°C, 24 h

N — R
A
CI~<
H 64% ~ 83%
63 70
R
N —X
D (13)
@C@
71

FIFHZEA[4 2R & HOEmS, R EEATIL a-
HEMREE 72 F1 2-77 FERIEIKME 63 SN JE KL, fE
[Cp*RhCL], AL T, 8L a- 75564k 1i[A) Claisen B
FBRIER, SEBLT 2K IRMEIE[2, 1-a) SR AT A2 71
1A (Eq. 14).

BRI Z A8, 2,4- ZHFENA YD 45 0T {E Cul/Cs,CO;
AR R BTAE N Co-lik, H T & AR H[4,5] 0K M

[Cp*Rh(MeCN),]2[SbF¢l,

@;Q

[2,1-a] FEMRATAEDD 71, 723 A 69%~85% (Eq. 15). 1E
R FRF, 1,3- ZHREA SR N R BRY, B
AR AR, AT B INAT S B,

2
R/\,\

Br + YfTR Cul, Cs,CO3

70 °C, dioxane

\\ R’

73 46

VBN R AP IR SR, 48— i 75 S A Pt fE
LR TR ML BE 3R, SRR BRI [1,2-a] ML iE AR &
Z3R 4 Bi(Scheme 14, b). 555 2RI OTDLAR — X
2K 65(H 2,3- - paMLIE 74) 0 2- 55 FEFE IR 63 Ay JER],
P PA(OAc), NI, S )5 ilid 78] N-J5 50 Ay
T C—H LR N, — ka7 #3F4,5]
BRI [1,2-F1FERERTAEY) 75 B FE[c] 2R FF[4, 51K Me I
[1,2-a][1,5125%E %> T 76 (Scheme 15, Method 1).

Ak, W ka4 L Pd(PPhs),/Xanthphos
N R, — 5 SEIL T Bt S SR SEAL I B, 5E
T IRIE[4,S]KMEIE[1,2-FFERERTAA) 75 1A K(Scheme
15 Method 2). 1% NAR RAME HF48 A, X

FUKFEFEGEH, RN T ELE 140 C XM 24 h, 7~
iTmﬁ%% A R ] PA(OAC), fiEfL, th
e S R AL A (Method 3).

Method 1 (1) Pd(OAc)y, PPh;
1 65 or 74 ‘BuONa, 130 °C, 24 h
_'T_ (Ref. [76]) (2) Pd(OAc),, PCy3-HBF,
p DBU, 145 °C, 16 h
\ X One-pot two step
Ny NH | JR® | Method 2 10 mol% Pd(PPhs),
X 65 20 mol% Xanthphos
~ X = Br, Gl (Ref. [77]) Cs,CO,, DMF, 140 °C, 24 h
« \| 65:Y = C 53% ~ 96%
R2  T4Y=N Method 3 10 mol% Pd(OAc),
63 65 20 mol% Xphos or DPE-phos
(Ref. [78]) K,COs, DMF, 160 °C, 24 ~ 72 h

B 15 ABMEAL 2-75 FEE TR mRmE & B I (4,5 K e I 1,2-a] S ME Mk

Scheme 15 Palladium-catalyzed synthesis of benzo[4,5]imidazo[2,1-a]isoquinolines from 2-aryl benzimidazoles
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B4R R R L OV — B R AT R IR, DL AR
66 Fll 2-757 FRIFIKME 63 S kL, PACL,/Xphos AL 1A
R, TAGET 160 CF KRB 72 h, HEESLILKIF[4,5]
BRIRIE[1,2-C)FEREATAEY) 75 A BUEq. 16). T E 45 H
I, ZR AR RAIE T RURE, KT IRACEFI
R FIREIE FH (7 PR, (H AR HBERHEN 3 equiv.
WLERBRF LR B, 1 RBLSE R Ao T ) 75 54k, SR 5 it
1795 F P IR REAR SR

) 10 mol% PdCl,
@ >_<:>R - 20 mol% Xphos
R —
K,COs, DMF, Air

160°C, 72 h

X=I, Br, Cl

(16)

IR DL 2-2K 2 M FE JE FF IR L 77 FORLAC )T 12 66 i
KL, Pd(OAc),/Xphos AR R, WZ 75+ 1A Heck 75
S S AN A>T N AR OB, A BRI I 1,2-a] HE IR
B EY) 78 (Eq. 17). AEHIRZE, HIRYIN 2-2.0%
FEORFEIRIE, T I 25 57 43 F- AR DS B SRR RSO B
() 5-55 FE I [4, 510K MEFF[1,2-a]"E MR 23T 5 (Eq. 18)50,

Pd(OAc),/ xphos

DN
\ , , _Pd(OAc)/ xphos
- C :H * AT T C0s,, DVF
[/ H y g Al 160°C,72h
77
L i
b A\
@w N—ar2 (17)
KT,
78

R
N
Pd(OAc),/xphos Q\l
PR o N (18)
K,COs, DMF )
Air, 160 °C, 72 h
R=H, Me Ar
79 5

IRBHE, 5 NJERVIN 2-(2-75 3 75 3 ) K IR K e,
WA TR AT I C—H iE ALk S 2 B AT £ il 2
F[4,5] WK M FF[1,2-1] JE BE 17 £ ¥ (Scheme  14c). [A Ik,
Mal B EEZH B LLAR 2 — i 80 SE A 2-75 F 2K F S 81 MR
Bl Jefr i 2-(2-75 35 05 ) AR FF KL 67, SRR (=
T TR AL IR (PIFA) AL S AL IR A, iR T R AT &
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W H FRAr T 75, PR L 96% (Scheme 16).

R2 R?
R1
NH,
Z“NH, "DMF.8h @NH
80 81

R3
PIFA (2 equiv.) N
B ——
HFIP, .. / NN
R1Q O
75

R3

B 16 ZRIF[4,510KMEIE[1,2-/FE0E B A A
Scheme 16 Synthesis of benzo[4,5]imidazo[1,2-f]phenanthri-
dines

2.2 LU N-BUKZEFHmRme 7y

DL N-EUAR R R R Sy Sk, ) v U ek 3 4 1
1k, 2 5 HAT > 7 I HI (42130 & R R B, T DL
o7 SR ML BE AT 2R), & AR E IR 1,2-a] 48 FF ke
R EY)(Scheme 17). EHREBH L N-FRFLFE I
KPESIEY N 2,05 28 I kB JURL, - BL[Cp*RhCL, ]/
Cu(OAc), MR R, SH R A>T N, 715
IR L DK A - ML g B A DK S PR bR = 4. 1% R L
R RBEBIFIEYER ", FERRKZE 50%L L, &
= ATIA 99%.

@N\ Ex Metal catalysis [4+2] Rl
Cyclizati
Y, ) RE
N 82: Y=C
5y= 83: Y=N 64
41:Y=N
BEISR 17 N-BUARIE ORI 2 FRIRLE 1, 2-a] 2 T IR IRE ) 3
AT

Scheme 17 Retrosynthetic analysis for the synthesis of pyri-
do[1,2-a]benzimidazoles from N-substituted benzimidazoles

A1 LA N-JR 6 2R 1 DR e il 36 5 J5 kL, [Cp*RhCl, o/
AgOTf MR R, WITEHE R T LG 2KF C—H,
A2 B N-BUARZR I (4,5 DK PR I [ 1,2-a PRI 1) = 5 PR R 6
85, " H K 82%~93% (Eq. 19)1*).

®/ / 1
Ne Rt 5 mol% [Cp*RhCl,], N R
) 4 equiv. NaOAc ®) \
N + | ‘ B ——————— N R2 (19)
3 equiv. AgOTf S
Rz DCM,rt,24h orf
84 64 85

A, RIMEABL N-ZR I 28 DK vt £ 0 i e
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— e SRR R ISR B 2 S B AT A4
A4 K. Choudhury ZEBCVR B, LA N-HHkRE 3 I K I AL
FERL 1A R N[Cp*RhCL,]o/Cu(BF4),*H,0 i, N-itt
WE 2 I Kk 2 55 9 00 1 I o R AR S I, A A B ) -
ML IE 2 3[4, S TR [ 1,2-a ML 1 DU U8R 26 86, 773
A 75%~91% (Scheme 18, a). {H/&, {E[Cp*RhCl,],/Cu-
(OAC), B 5 [Cp*RhCL]/AgOAC M AL A4 2 op i N7, R
A TR )4 IRl [4+ 2D Mb ) B2, A R FE[4,5] DK e 5
[1,2-a][1,8]1Z5%E A 10 54 41 (Scheme 18b).

2 R?
eBFR -
2.5 equiv. R2———R2 4N\ /f R
3mol% [Cp*RhCly], @ 2 @
R

1.5 equiv. Cu(BF,4),"6H,0
Methanol, 140 °C, 12 h

o o e
» L’/\R1

86
N
Rl 2
Pz 2.0 equiv. R2——R? N R
o * S
83 5mol% [Cp*RhCl,]» N N_g2 (b)
1.2 equiv. Cu(OAc), H,0 —
Toluene, 140°C, 4 h N <
N\ X,R1
41

B 18 N-(2-MEWeE 38) 2 FE DRI RN B 43 [ A R BE

Scheme 18 [Cp*RhCl,], catalyzed intermolecular cyclization

between N-(pyridin-2-yl)benzoimidazoles and alkynes

[ AR FH Rh 2R R, LA(Z)-N-2K 2075 FE 4 FE
M 87 NJEEL, AT AT ML T A ORI [4,5]9K
ﬂéiéa‘fF[z 1-a] EMEMRE 21 7188 248% Pd SR R th

e F T X FAS [ 7 B AR & 5 R ¥ 44 22 (Scheme  19). {H
ﬁﬁ;c?‘atljﬂﬁm, LRI N(E)-FITLH) N-2K 22Kk
M, I f AN 2 o AL

BT LR, RS PL(2)-N-2- 38 2
BRIk 88 A1 2- S KR 89 )5k}, E PACly/PPhs
AN, J68 U(Z2)-N-28 L0 H 28 Rk e v |44 90,
SRJE BT 0 IR, B A R I [4,5] K e 5
[2,1-a] AT 91, E7F7FN 62%~77% (Scheme
20). ZRAlth, DAICARAY NS AN SR AR 2R S ke A i
W, WAEFES B AL TR AP,

3 HEEIR(INER)

ZHIEDL T, 2R RPIRIFAN )& R+ 5|
NI, AEAHEE DL 2-05 FERR IR 1,2-a] it e 93 AE b4
W 64 AR, B[4+ 218 A A ZRIAC, M B Rk
25 IR [1,244,5] WK M IF [1,2-a] ML mE KA A AT E D 92
(Scheme 21).

02 AR LY LL PA(OAC),/Cu(OAC), ML R,

0,55 F 100 C /R 12 h AFSEEL 5,6- HURZEFE[1',2":
4,5]H7I<ﬂ§:[1,2-a]utt%(Nlp)ﬁ@ﬁﬁk, F=HN 39%~80%.

Method 1 3 mol% [Cp*RhCl,],, 2.4 equiv. Cu(OAc),

Mesitylene/PivOH, 140 °C, 12 h

10 mol% PdCl,, 1.2 equiv. Cu(OAc),
p-Xylene/HOAc (V:V = 6:1)
140°C,12~24h

T 53

N " (Ref. [88])
Ly (-
Z N —
R — Method 2
87 (Ref. [89])

~75%

BR 19 N-% KRS T 5 4 7

Scheme 19 Intramolecular cyclization of 1-styryl-1H-benzo[d]imidazoles

1
RN A

B 20 N-(2-1R LI 5E) R ke Al 2-5K

! i R! 4
L N ] PACl,, PPhs, K,CO; CE N ] PaCl,, PPhg KOAG (SN ,
B 2
V= j@ , H0, EtOH, 80°C, 18 , DMF,120°C,18h 7N R
AlK (HO),B R -
88 89

AK g4

FWNE 5 PR T [4,5 KL T2, 1-a]) 57 P WA

Scheme 20 Synthesis of benzo[4,5]imidazo[2,1-a]isoquinolines from N-(2-bromovinyl)benzimidazoles and (2-chlorophenyl)boronic

acids
A~ =N — Metal-catalyzed [4+2]
" cyclization
N7\, 7
A
92

AN
N2 St R=R
o 64

B 21 2-BURIBRMEIE[1,2-a P IE A BRI E [ 1,2-a] 28 F BRI R A 1 20 A

Scheme 21 Retrosynthetic analysis for the synthesis of pyrido[1,2-a]benzimidazoles from 2-substituted imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines
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B A2, 1% N AT RE A B =PRI S,1,2-cd] 5] W
(D) I A4E B(Eq. 20). #5RAH R' NI 73, 81 R?
Tk TR, RN C—HQ)RITENE, B R T R
NIP T/ 1D, 2480 HR)B RIS S HEEF, wt - AR

HL—7=4) NIP.
R! N R?
R Boen A
K(N\/g_@ T Pd(OAc, Q\l/ /)t
Ty ho Cu(OAC),/O,
3) TBAB, DMF, 100 °C RS R
1 R? 92 NIP
/\4\r/[\; _'_
x_N \ 7 (20)
R R
94 1D

4%J& Rh, WI[Cp*RhCl,],, BRI AT M,
SR TR IE W FER =W 5,6- 75 FL 259 [1',2":4, 5]k Mk
I[1,2-altbmE 92. {HJ2, M5 HLILFEEH Ik R AEAE
VUGB RR £ I5F, 21 AgBF4/Cu(OAc),, TIF=4 h F ik i)
VY GBS £ 95 (Scheme 22)°4,

N
1
AgSbFg/AgOAc A "
AGSDTeAGDAC a
2 R! ~
J X 21%~93%  Ar2 N
N— Ar' [Cp*RhCly], P
o, 92
N +|| DCE, 100 °C| \R1
= Ar? / K
| N—©
U\ AgBF,/Cu(OAc), W\ "BF, . (b)
R2 L= 77 75 QO NO Ar
71% ~ 88% @
93
Ar2
RZ
95
B 22 [Cp*RhCl,], 4L 2-75 FE BRI FE[1,2-a] b mE FE 3
(B E  R

Scheme 22 [Cp*RhCly], catalyzed intermolecular cyclization
between 2-arylimidazo[1,2-a]pyridines and alkynes

MU RIS, — 58 24 T 5 &R S 2-77 HEIK
M FE[1,2-a] M e A B T A4 2 22 304 R b 2R FR (DT 31).
TRIRREAPRI, =55 5537 Pd(OAC), fiEfL
NATREAT 5 FE A4 N ISR OB, A BRCHE I K
W b e A A AL S 4 96, 7= E 0 41%~83% (Eq. 21).
g 2, A DAASKERR I — 05 FEmes 20 0 R, &
O I R A5 1) 2 [R) AL BEL /N (9 0 FE 3 4 7= 4.

TEIRHIAZ, Bar LRET 2-55 Bk 1,2-a]
g 93 N IE R R VG T, #FE BN 48 Rh Al
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Rz [Ar'AP]OTF \/
= 0 e o (LE.
KQHPO4 AcOH

100°C, 24 h

1)

@OA

96

Pd ERAEAL. DAL, Anferfif B, MRS M A T BOdL
i <R A B 5 O VA T AR TE

4 [EFHEEZ/NIE
4.1 PASBEZPRAEREIERE | 3550 11 37
LSRR, fRivs . oA s ) 2 AR 1B 2
W EY), —He G HAERNER. SRR, BN
DA W AR — JZAE A R Rk e 2R AL A ) R
RIS AE 2 IRk R Th e 2 T 1A T LR AR R
R FET. 5482 i 80 5 2- 2k IE I I EERAL S W)
w&f‘ﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%ﬂF H54R
KL 2R FEBEAT 43 7 P9 B B IR AL R it g 2R 08 AT —

AP IS [ B ) A WK PR R MR IGE 30, SIZ 30 4 5[4, 5 WK e 3
[2,1-a] 57 PEMRAT AE ) Y 5 2805 B (Scheme 23).

_____ Tandem OHG i ‘:,’.;J
Pp’ \ Ar/;‘ cyclization .
) T I
— 80

71

[ , nucleophilic
Intermolecular ! N\ /=21 addition | Intramolecular
cyclization | N\ A cyclization
! N -4
' 1

B 23 AR A B NE FF1,2-a ] 2R IR 385 5 e o3 #r
Scheme 23 Retrosynthetic analysis for the synthesis of pyri-
do[1,2-a]benzimidazoles from o-phenylenediamine

Verma R4l AgNO; AHEALF, H,O NI,
85 C NI, AT SZHL IR H[4,5] K ME I [2,1-a] 57 W bk
FTEEDD 99 MIA R, 1% R IR FHA BT )Y IE I,
AMOEH T 2-CHFER |, 0 T-— 158 2- LI T5 IR
(REmE MR, DEMRAE) FA RS OY 2- 2, BE 3R Ul s )
FIRFIFEIE A, H A IUSERF Y2 (Eq. 22).

R3

AgNO3 (8 mol%) NS ;
2 (22
\CHO H20850 \NIR()
NH2 N
80 R®=H, Me R X
97: X=C 71: X=C
99: X =N, S 100: X =N, S
http://sioc-journal.cn/ 4179
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BT 4@ Ag Eh, BRUTAY Cu hth AE TR
1k, %éTﬁ%HﬁiﬁPﬂi BEIANK R, L HR S
AN Cul/, 5% Cul/N-1R4% T —BE I i (NBS) jy{ngmj
KRR, SEELT &Fh 2- 2 RFZEHE 97 52K % 80,
R, LA S5 5 BT 7= 3R A3 B R 5- 4K
I [4,5]0KME I [2,1-a) S IEMRATAE A 101 (Eq. 23).

R2 Z
R'-— |
XA
HzN Cul Cul, I, (or NBS) l ”
N " DMsSO.ar NSy )
2 120°C, 24 h =
\
R1 X
97 80 R®
X=1,Br
101

BEE BT TR, — AT S B L%k
A A ARIE . fildn, DAARAE % 80 5 2-Z4k
Fe-9H-HmE-3-FIE 102 )50, DMF NIEH, A2
13, 120 CFRBL, BIW]& RAHM ) 9H-RFHE[4',5 Tk
MEFE[1',2":1, 2] 0E FF[4,3-b]H e 103 (Eq. 24)1%).

NH
@[ 2 \ /  DMF,120°C
NH, N 72% ~ 85%
3 2
Qw el
\_/ (24)

R3 R2

1 LA GRENEET, 1Z SRR BT i RT3 T. &
T, Torok P2 B 7T & IS AR IR % 5 2-
CHRIESS RS T 97(K 99) S N, AN 75 BAEAL I H i
FEIETLL 63%~99% 7= 5 A B A FF[4, 5K MEF-[2,1-a]
SEERATAEY) 715 100) (Eq. 25). 1HZ, DEAEE =5
IO A S5 R U R (AR 2K g o R b, 75 22

50 C M.
=
R! xR R R |
2 EtOH N
| + " ¢ \=n (25)
_— NH r.t. or 50 °C
2 7
80 X Q
E/R2
71:X=C
100: X = N

RBE SR BERA AT 5 R S K ARl
SrETE RN, RES HAt FURHIEAT 2 400 1) 2 0 HR R
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SN T [ A 2 T BAA 1T 2R, Adib BRAEZLIOILLAR A —
fig 1,3-FF OB 57 A5 00 5 5N JERE, DL L
AL, £ LR T 5-KE-6- I A
[4,51WKMEFE[1,2-a]iEnE 2K AT A4 104 (Eq. 26).

H,N  NH, R2 R2 (1)H,O/EtOH (V:V =1:1),70°C, 1h
(2) ArtCH=C(CN),, ‘BUOK, 70 °C, 3 h

o (3)HCI(1equiv.), 70°C, 3 h

57 45% ~ 85%

R, R2=H, Me ,

80 Rl R{ R2

1 (26)
e

NZSF A
CN
104

4.2 Eﬂﬂr@%%l‘ BRI & AN R

AR ZR i, FoAth 2 T 1) 17 5 119 J5 R} 0
’f%ﬁﬁ%ﬂ%fif‘ SEPRMEIE H[1,2-a] 2K H RIS AT A4
VIR A . B RN LS A . T S A
105 FMkRE 106 MR, BN, Tﬁﬁ%f}éﬂc filf
MR, 2 —BEFR R T TR IR, ST
R 8,9- 75 Fk-6,7-FIHEMENE H [1,2-a] K FFRKEAT A4
107 (Eq. 27). ZI AR &R 8 H R 725 Er, (HA
SRR, MANRA KIRE .

MeCN

CN Reflux, 24 h
2ACHO + 2( + CICHCN + o

CN 20% ~ 51%
48 47 105 106

Ar R=H, CH;

Ar-
) (27)
NC N

CN
107

TR —Se R EE R IR, FEH LR T Ik S8 2
WAL B A T, SOl s, 55’
DA N-ZR LT fiz 108 AR [c] e HEmk 109 A )5k}, 7R
ABAMR A SR, DU K [BMIM]BF,(1- T %-
3- K e 545 VY S B BR IR A 741, FIH [Cp*RhClL], M
h, @R T BRI BRI B G AR 3,5,6- = HUARRIF:
R IE[1,2-a] EMRAL & 0(Eq. 28).

R’l
3 X
o H R? [CP*RACIzl, (5 mol%) | |
N N\[H [BMIM]BF, CN
|\ Lo+ N—4 (28)
> \ 140°C, 24 h 2
Ar { N 46% ~ 90% "/ R
R2 = Aryl, Alkyl o o o
108 109 3 Ar
R 5
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BME 2, e IR[1,2-a] A FF ke J2 AR R AL & )
FELGIAL A RRL RS2 S5 2 AN U BRI 0, 3
ORI BITIE A FORAS T BRI R . Horp, 261
S ES R M. Ei C—H i 245 RNV E
S N EE AT BON AT AR AS R G5 4 S AR, A7 2%
Mok FUT A A 2 54,

ST, H TR 23 A 75 V540 i 2R v FZ D RE AL
JRA, AR PV 52 B BOR IR A T AT, B
BRI E WG RS BT U RN, ARoK
SIF R E L W) BRI G RROTE, Ptk — 2 TE
SRR ML G P B, Horp, ROt A . ik
FAE A Ay MR N S R R, IRATT AR
WEFF[1,2-a) R TR IR IAE STl 2 e U & BT
&Wmﬁﬁ%ﬁ R e 3 T ) ] R 1 ORI HEAT 1

SRR RS T TT, KIFZ Bk,
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