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Research Progress in the Prodrugs of Curcumin

Tu, Yongyuan“” Xu, Xianxiang®” Qiu, Fei**"
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Abstract In recent years, curcumin, a natural product, has been drawing attention from researchers for it has many kinds of
significant bioactivities, such as antitumor activity. However, its clinical utility is limited due to a number of undesirable dif-
ficulties, such as its low aqueous solubility, instability and low bioavailability. Through conjugated the phenolic hydroxyl
group of curcumin with low or high molecular weight carriers, various prodrugs of curcumin have been studied and developed
to overcome its disadvantages. The development of prodrugs of curcumin was an effective method to improve the druggability

of curcumin. In this paper, the research progresses in the prodrugs of curcumin in recent years are reviewed.
Keywords curcumin; prodrugs; medicinal chemistry; antitumor drug
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Figure 1 Structures of the prodrugs of curcumin with low molecular weight carriers
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AW 2~6 TEER A HIEMRE T 45%0L b, o
THENED 6CEERAT EY) 2 miE 70%, X
&g i G A RIFPrE SR G
B TCERBRRT YN 8(CH ZRAT W) N 5 Z 25 1)
WEPEICZEN. AED QRN ARATAED) 100K H &R
FIAEYNFN 1L 2R AT A TE R E L 1) e ) BRARE
I B P A TS I, IR AT AT R i gk 2 4]
()25 A BHORAT DG, 7040 A 191 52 58 A2 61l (the Ames test)
o T IR RRAT AR VAR I = IR ARG P, C
HLXF S, typhimurium TA 98 Fil TA 1531 HAMAEM LR
AE R, K] B ZE S R IR IR RAT A A ) A R A
SRR A0 B TG O IR 2 2 B, R PR AR
BT RA AN PTIE AR 3 W P,

Mishra 2524146 T &4 8 1 L2(BE 2R FT A= 4),
Ferp 12 S LA 9-2 H A B FE (Fmoc) AP (Dt 2R 1 e 3
FAIE - = WHOB L 4 NN-IF O3k
W W Z(DCOFifr, AR RIS AL A3 2111 4 A6
Ay, 8 HA RUFI{E MR gl i v, 75 125
pmol/L ¥R T4k 54) 8 REff 80%111 AK-5 MR 41 i & AF
T HTRERKEERZE, ZHRELSRARE
Ja KSR &, AR AL 2R 40 fon) & o, BT BA
& 12 (AR B 22, BUARAERS G 2 N/ Bel-2,
{HANRE = A0 1 46 (reactive oxygen species, ROS), AH
AIRMIE AR T AR, RIEA T Z 8 # 10E .

BRSPS B T &) 13 (V-1 kB H & T4
YNFA 14 (N-E5KBE-L-805 BT AE YD), XA HT 297K E
PEACZE, 1T HAS R 40 i P R G  SEAN R, SR 20
R LR, & MTT 1AW R X PR 223 EZ AR
YA e R ED 40 M3 GE A ] SR L I Tl
PE, WA T 2L B R MAIEIER]; 14 LE 13 4RSIt
%, W82 S0 R 45 M A7 A8 LU R I 23 TR BH, Wi T

BRI KR, B0 2505 1 R BRI

Dubey 251205 25 85 Z AN B AR . H R &
531 RSB G (CPG-LCAA) i 25 75 31 2 2 31 1) L 5
fTAEY) 15 A1 16; XERHTAEY) 17, 18 WIFER W 70 5
BRATRFN G R R NAT BN, XL BT R R’
UFIIKEE T A2 ARSI AR DL R R aF i 4 s, e
98 i 56 2 B X SE T AR ) AR AR ) KPR B R 2 R
BATRMEE. 56, ZRERMN AT EYETEI T
SORUBRFTAEY). BlafT B BAT W 2 1 S 41, A Bk
AR T L R PURAIETE, LR 2 R
AT A, LR P L — ity Py 2 o) O R R 5 22 3 32 1 L
e S P A N
1.2 BEREEGTEY

Mishra Z5PUHI % GG LOBSBR AT AEW) il ik
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FEE OB 10% NaOH FIZKEH 5N 43 2 1,
AL GV EE R E MM TSR, "R SATAED
HEN R G R T T R LS, JE— 20 A8 Bl 4
(ROS)IMIfE ST BRA K.

1.3 AHEITED

HHHIK(Piperine) R AT T V2 A HEGEPE, HATHE 9L
ST UM PUPARSEIER, BEAMHARAL fe 12
FAPIRE YR BE L AR E 2R A . K B AR
HEmFAWAG MY, kw2 e AR H
YT 20 AP [, 58 0 iR 40 ik 2 40 Ak
PEFAST 25 W DR B A L I X o2 2 2 25
(multiple drug resistance, MDR)A 5 % 1) 7 X 2",

Mishra 5P TF & B2 3 2 I AT A= 18 b
PUMIRITT 2y, Ay Sl 5 N SRS I 22 s = AR
HEE. AEY) 20 7 220 FNTE R R A 5 81 16 71
DCC. —FZIENLIE(DMAP) L FA3E], 21 LI H
SR VR AR 22 3 315 3. 20 F1 21 figkd
SR AN M e AT B HO gk 2 AR S L R, AN ZE4l g Y
TE A S 280K FE . MR 4 L ) T sk e, IRk
B 1) 20 2o Y BB IR 40 B s v v, 21 F0 12 BT
A M ToaE . [, BE— PRSI R B B R AT
PIERE TR S 2 B4 ROS A& YIMELR, HAR
41 Ha A 2 B H K (glutathione, GSH)/K F¥&H T 3 A48
b, (HZE00R S HATAEYRE M Bel-2 FERE caspase-3
R T TR A .

Dubey %5V 1K 25 3% 28 15 M 22 W0 A 366 1) Ak
AAEMERE [ N1 2BRAT A 22, A TAT D4
¥y B BAT Z AW R, 22 t 20 HAT B i sh o AR vn k.
DRI, I BT G2 e A5 A B T B R O 22 0
RIS, Rl DU .

1.4 HEBEEBREEFRR

S 2] 2 W T T AR AR R AB M AT 2 A A A
SRAZ 290367 PRI RE AR AT s 4 i A7 e K
S A T R AT 2 R T S SRR A o 7 e MR it
IR G, B )« FLAERS 24 Y. (Warburg effect)” , DAL
A R A i b A e K s IR A B s Br . 3T
BRI BT IROBE RS- DU R 24 52 G RE HE ) T R A i,
25 iy 40 ST, R A PR P B R e 1) - I IR
FEAKAE, R A s I OB L 259 S 5 DNA EH,
V5T UNMIE T, SRR R 20 i 1) 5 ) 25 2.

Arafa® OB W R BTN 23 76X Caco-2,
HT29 F1 T84 A 41 Jubk ¥ MTT s286 b, GE4h & B-
BEAT M O AL U T B (TR, O O BOE  caspase-3 Al
caspase-9 1A IR AU BT, H. 23 B4 RGP I
(A, (R E, 23 J2 MR B R B-WE 1 i R 4,
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20 ey 125 Hh 1) 22 R 3R T A HE LA L 0 1, O LA
BRI EASBIPRII M T AERE . HFFSLBE
PSR DSR2 B PRSI H AAAR RE i 2 R
FEARAEIR AN, JFHE 1) JIR, MR 40 B P oK A
JBCH I 24 AT B A% 7 28K

2 KoFRIEMERERNS

MR DT, ZWERD T
ZIE L A LW RN TR Z 0, 6
R ZE 3 R M 2 EEPER,) WPt Bubpsais e, [
B, KT 1 2 E A RE e 388 T 240 10 1 B i) e
Pk, iR, ZiskkE AR Hah, Koy
F- 29 4 ik S AR ) ¥ B 0N R g 3 3% P (enhanced
permeability and retention, EPR)ZLMPY, BES 5 FL5R
FE ISR BT, AT — 5 I i 4 g 1
21 WERITEY

Tang “Z5PHRGEHA p-GRBRSE 4 AL A 1E T R
FRIE 2 A MR, TEMNEEBERG /A R IE VK AR, 1M
55 IE R A MOAE L, 0 TR 40 i 9 A A 2 IR AL S ) —
— A WEH AR, R Tang P HA LT S - Bk
SR AT SR ) R T R BRI 22 0K R - R AT AR
%) 24 [Curcumin-oligo(ethylene glycol) conjugate, Cur-
OEG]. b &Mt FEI R 4 _HNIHIREE S 3-5i3E
WIREAIE LRI, RTG53 EREA DCC 455155, 24
HATHT 2 RGO TER R, 6 KV T BE R IR I — A

O 2 TR T IS 7K AR (14 A% 4o 1 1T 236 7K P 2 1) M
KRi(37 nm), RN 25.3%, HAT RIFRKETEC>
50 mg/mL). W5 E W 24 {F pH 7.4 5% 5.0 [f] PBS ZZ i
24 h B ICR N 12%, 7E30 U KRR pH 7.4 £ PBS
ZEPR, HERL 80%M 24 {E 2 h X WKIi#R. 452 25
mg/kg(AIX T 2235 2% 6.25 mg/kg)IFI G, 24 L ikiE:
SN BRI AE ML I B E ) 0.1~0.2 pg/mL 223
7, R SRR 2577 N0 M. ko 5 500
) i G W 28] ) S A vt 50~500 511, H. 24 RN
K G AT . R bR 4 A o A IR %, AE
Y525 1 h G IRE R (0 22 08 SR BERAI, 1t MIs 4L 2R (1
W B ERINZE 8 ng/mL. LLEBE 3 %4k S 7E 1A
PEIR A — s A Ik, W A e g v, R e
0 P KRR TR B 2 22 0 2% A s AR P A AT
RN, ZRT 250K #] 100 F1250 mg/kg, A M
SRR RN, Ui 24 BRI etk 5
B PRI 5256, 24 L 25 mg/kg (K7 & KT 5 48
h Ji&, & SKOV-3 &AL RN RUBTR rp iR o
H0.77 g, AR T2 A41 2.68 g; £ MDA-MB-468 FL
s K R B R AR w A DL ] S U 5% 38 e R 92> T
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50%. kg H 2 WL 4n 2 /N R MR 1 21, R BIG
V2 X I, R R S % A 75 3 s 40
PAT AT WEAE T, Xt i B B0 22 iR 40 i R Bl
il
22 RXEBEHEBRITED

AR, 724 s PR e AL IR Al R HT R 254
I ATF AR, RIS B S S T 2404, s
MR VRS D TRE AR, K352 35 25 55 hsa by
FPERIEFL DI (U survivin ) 5o SO IR BEAT 3L 13,
il 2% 22 R IR SUERZAT IR AT LD, BB m 2R
PR ) P RN U S . IR S22 B S PR iy 24 11 e v
SEFETRHAYT SRS R CHARFIRT IS, hEHR
TBIT IR A T 2 m Re ek D X 1E R 40 e wE AR
IR I ik A (1) 22 3 35 WU AR 2 005 Ak R 4 B e Sk

85% 1 i Je 4 e i AL il EL A G R, A I 41
SR A T PR, Kapoor 255 T R e sk IR EL A I T
LWRIMAFEZERATEY 25 (5'-0-Cur-DNA-3'). %
PRSP H R H R IR C i ST U,
SRJGAE 3 1 Ik N i DALE R AL 1) CH,CHLOH 1
HEREE, LU IERE 5'-GT TAG GGT TAG-3', XBT¥41) 5
iR RNA B X g3 741 5'-CU AACCCUAAC-3'H.
AN, AT R R T Prom b s SO A TR S 22 3 3R 1)
A, &l B otk E e e R B, e R
32.46 CHEE 3506 C, XPpHFEe MRt Al L5
BAT B S bR E ar g &, RIS A 2 R
SN Y R AETEYE. ) 5'-O-Cur-DNA-3'& 4 DU145 Hif
G AN, 223 75 d IS, A 80% ) MR 1 5 41
WD, WA TEAZ AT RRAT AR (P 1 o S R S 24
s B HuR astE. AE& % KB A1 HeLa I8
S U, 25 BETE 30 h P> T 32% KB JifRg 4 Jifa (1) 3 5,
MAME M Z 0 B SRR MHIER, KB g4
M B T B T 16%; 1B 25 % HeLa M8 40 i )15 B i5
FHIVER, XTG5S %0 i b KBRS T Y O, AT
ZUHE N Z AN G AN BEAT 500 25 A T I R I 22 3 R
[ INF, A7 2 248 R SCSEA% T IR A 5 3% e A B,
BT Y P DB AE T BE8E T BT R 4 e HE g
1%,
23 RBZEE(PEG)TEM

5 £, T (polyethylene glycol, PEG)2&—F % /K
BPE R b BB B RS I I 2R
H T, PEG 5 T e v VE B8t 2 A2 2
RIS A, Wik PEG /KIS I k38 hn 244 (1)
KM BRARREPERIE K 0SS 25 520 R I45
By, HAT SRR ILAL PEG HIBESE 8 Wy R JE (1)
T 2 LM H IR L AT 2
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F1200 min. 28 %} PC-3, MIA PaCa-2 il Jitd (] ICs, bt 40
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ORI AL A . X se gt BRI PEG REXCE 2 %
7K e, HATHUM R4 b i E H, IR Res A it
T ERIZIE 3T3-L1 AR 40 fE Sy, Mimn i
B RAN AR AI AT, Li 25140 35 kDa M R FE AL
PEG 7E DMAP, DCC 4 N 5 W o T2 i #8456 T8
R RATEY) 29, IFHTHUMRRTTL. 45 RRILT
JIIRE V6T I BT AR Jabl, "B RERS LS COPY 5 51k R
Bk, B2 S A P 3 DR 4 M R Y DA
P2 A TG PE IR U, 73 AMZAL B W RE B L3t - vt A
R X P 0 R PO 8 T R 40 B e 4
2.4 BEEITEY
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Tang W38 20 W SRV IR /. 404
e LR B BT e DU R R IR D TR WA
DMSO HRAEARR RN, HHE R HEZ DCC
TE PR S R RN 30~32, ik % 5 3,3- M N
IRZ: DCC 45 515 2 R ET 33, siEvi &ML 3,3-—
AR AR FI PEG £ DCC 4 & 19 2K IRET 34. thT-15
FIRIREF AR S H 1K, g h 5N PEG 1
IR, HEREREAEMAANEET. EY
30~34 AT RAAR BB Ak, SR W IX He 1k A 1) R
B7E pH 7.4 FEEAAAEIFRETEIR M T KA. 74h,
33 I 34 Zr i ) i B R T AT TR () £ 4t i P
B WEH BRG] (0 2408 S N = A vG M 223 3. (H 2
30~34 JKARRETHEE B 2 I LA, TE Ik Lh 2 5
%, PRI 75 ) Sl LA 3 M K A Sk 2 ) T 2 28 B Ay T
AT —.

2.5 BRYFEENTE
RARME AR (Polyacetal )& —

NN =
COOH

o)

Fofr e P A AR E

30

YA BENELT IR 99 Rk 25 A T T e AR TR e AL [ i
MEor T, HErEAEN pH BUKM 2588 R 52 AT
3\%?%[44,45]

Tang WM R R =2 0 . LIEREZ 4-F

RTHRIR AL A 13 21 5 4ilk 35, 5INK4E PEG J5153|
FR4ims 36. 36 PUMMR ARG, A& FREER
I, WERIE A 30 mg/mL, ICs, (SKOV-3) 4 28 & /N7
Z —; 36 X Z Fi i JR 40 Ml (SKOV-3, OVCAR-3 #
MCF-7) 5 B A7 8w A filg v, HAdE ok 5 — o4t
i 24040 n R AR 2. PR B, 36 f
H I R R E PR R, ERRTEA&A N (pH 4~5),
JE VTR [P K AR 2R R, ﬁ?éﬁ%éﬁﬂﬂtafﬁfﬁ. 7
Hh. R RN AEE SKOV-3 %) 36 [HHEHAE HIGE Q2 h, 25
mg/mL), BEAG0HG REA BRI BB AR. 7EX) 36 1
SKOV-3 40 i T-HLEIEF 5T R IR, caspase-3 Wb 52
A3 AN M T AT SR AR DGk

OH O

M COOH
O .
oj(\N/\/N\/\N

Lﬁ%o HOOC)
%0\/\0 5;0

31

‘ OH O
o COOH
T O O o O
5 )v
(0]
33 n
/‘JO
o
32 25
‘ OH O ‘
.S O. .S
o O)K/\S W \6/\0%45/\8
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n
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‘ OH O ‘
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n
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26 BZHEMIEEEPVP)LTE

B LI JE Wi (polyvinyl pyrrolidone, PVP) B A5 B
TP AR B A0 R, JEH N- 05 FE Nt 4
(N-vinylpyrrolidione, NVP)Z: [ H & 5 6 B il 1) /K 5 1
FOr T, T TR A 2 s A A E R
E[46]

Manju 26704 PVP M2 % 4 DMAP, TEA 4L~
BIRTE R PVP-ZEs i X AT 37, AKIETEL N 28R
32 f%. 37 (KD RERS [ 41T BULAT BRI A
¥, sEKPEANFE R gKokr, i ) & HU (dynamic
light scattering, DLS) 3% 5 Ht ¥~ % #34 £ (transmission
electron microscope, TEM)IlIFKif2 28 22.4 nm. T
37 AT G R A AR R S 1E R, Zeta RN DA E R
WAAE pH 3~7.4 [ iZ 40K 2 045 I HLfer. 3%
ol 1 PR A 12 0 KO 5 - W5 B 0 R T M 2 3 4
X e MR iZ AR R B AR 28 3, 1F 37 C,
pH 7.4 FREEH, 37 RERG T AFCE 8 h, AR [F) 460 223 5%
5 25 min IS5 60%F4AR. 37 L3 Z—FF, Xt
20 M TG S HLR I R A OC, fE/NEL 1929 HiZF
eI MTT 52567, 2.5 mg/mL B4 3% 4 11.3%.

PR AR SRR, BB R
*%%ﬂﬁ ALV (KR 25 AT R Y AT S, A
T8 L5 1 0 It s AL X 1 A A 2 2 S R (9 B B R 2K
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JIVAND 5) 9 0 VA R T 3 A N e 0 N = X N
B UE LI E AT AR N2 D I ik, B eh 2
B, SRR TR AR SRR R 2, e TR
H YRR E ﬁﬁi%ﬂ%ﬁ‘%%ﬁﬁ e, LA
T P i P R A 1 B AR AR R IR G, B Ay
¥EM%m,A%m&ﬁﬁ FUEE T /Ny T2 AR D IE
HRRIVE IR A K g s, 9F H5 A 2h ),
g VAN ﬂﬁﬁ% ARG AE S 0 T8 L IET 254
L, ZK R AN EGE T 22 £ 0825 8 MoK
Wk, IRz AR #ﬁm%ﬂﬁm%mﬁ,ﬁ%
FELE THri e, ZRER R mn TREWNT
TE4 Ja oA 25 W 1 s 43 10 25 T L@ﬁﬂ“ﬂﬂ
%,

Ak, B TEWMEAGZ G, WAkt
T i A 8 ) g 2 3 3% 1 8 A i 2 PV i el 44T
SCEG A BRI AE HTP LA [R] 2L P s 25 [ an
RIWE . EBE. S-FURMERE(S-FU)SE), RS 136
IRIEAE, — 7 12230 221 24 Ok B AN gk 2 L RHA 254 1) 1)
SOCRIAE R, Sy — 7 THD 48 i P8 440t et 245 490 1770 % 0P (Al
TAE R AT 25 WO O B9 VE T, B I3 2, R
T IR AR TT .

[N, 5AZEE 5-FU SIS 25 M1 L, T
X 22 B BT UK 22 BUANAN AT B A A AR T R 1)
FERBATE TR B, ik 3140 S50 R A 50 S i B 22 3 5%
Eﬁ%ﬁ%@ ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁiTE@&%&%ﬁ%ﬁ%

ﬁmm,gﬁ%&iwﬁﬁhfzfm?%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ.
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