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Spiropyran-Based Molecular Photoswitches
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Aldred, Matthew P. ~ Zhu, Minggiang™
(Wuhan National Laboratory for Optoelectronics, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074)

Gong, Wenliang

Abstract Spiropyran is one of the classic photochromic compounds, which undergoes photoisomerization under ultraviolet
exposure with its structure transformed from a non-polar, closed and colorless spiro-form to a highly polar, open and colorful
cyanine-form with extended zn-electron delocalization. This has encourged researchers to employ this material with unique
photochemical and photophysical properties as a molecular photoswitch in the field of optoelectronic devices, chemical
biosensing, controlled release drug delivery and so on. In this review, noticeable designs, synthesis, properties of some
spiropyran derivatives and their applications in relative fields are summarized. Finally, as a promising fluorescent probe, the

future developing prospects in bioimaging are discussed and highlighted.
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Fig e, ZXUHILEY 31 GEW K 820 nm [HIXUG 11
BEAT MIT 2R 2 A (S5 R 5 A2 A RO T 600
nm 0] UL IR IR, b DIt 2 R A T R D B (6
B, i et o e R

X TR AR A T (R0 i 4 FL AT Ty e Bt
(KRR AOL 2R . RO 3 A MO BAT AR
(e E REFEANRAR - 2 e, AR BB A LA I
BOR KOG I 7SR AR I, WBE A A AL DG 15
B, OGO SUR AR E B A R R, LA
MOt WA B AN 7 BICR AR AL, $Rm T 26kl
. Harada S HIIE T 12 RSIR AL 54 32 AE6S ]I IfC
XOGEF LLIEBIHCR & (Eq. 10). ZHIHEREREHL S D
PR &SR ADCEAR RN, K K 6 5 B R RHIR L
FEVR, M FTE 250 405 nm UF dR RS, AGTGRE
il TT 03 25 ey A KD T, 7 A PAY 0 £ 445 o R B A A
. SRS, A 742 nm AOEOE B U A A
I, A SR BRI L & YA B A b RES 3 53 1 23
A5, VLR A ko | PR e 27 B B BE IR BE 4 2

O one UV photon or o)
two NIR photons
X
_ O~ 4 | © (10)
0 Vis 0
(0] (0]

32

A
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Vis

ORI AR R BA AR R L N <
JEA LY, BIGEVERF, ARG I 7 R I 14,
Yuan S5 BT S RS G BT I IR R 43 1 33
(Bq. 11), 70 7 R a5 M S sty 16 4™ A 1
TRAET 34 MIIECENE, —ORER I T RS R
34 A HEAFAE (R HUAH AR DRI F B A 20 = 2 20
KAESFECT SRR 34 IREsE. FIAIXOUL 78R, b
ST e A BAAE AT RS, N sl e
W LA S AFH BEE — 58 [RIFEA.

N—
o)
-0
\ Visor A
)
N
o=
33

\
Fe

Y
’ o
/TN ]
N— N N—C—C -
@f& __/ \ (11)
N d Fe
\ <d>>
34
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5.2 MAFRIERABE

Zhu ZEOV G BT S B YA BR TSR (K TE IR Jiie 4 e v
1, CLEARSE D A6 S50 54 35 (Scheme 12)LL K
FLAth 20475 3 B AT Tk FLR R A (1 T 249 B AT 41 20
TG OGP (B 1), BFUE R W th gl
SRR IR 58 T 8 vy, ooz 55 DA S o (1 PR . i ik
e VA A NS = DR SRR SYSENTI UK E
SEIL T GRURL I e A, T BR T Al B9
T4, b L iaE bl B E M RSB T KA

N
i

RISt
CH,
")

35 36
Scheme 12

Tian 25V G T 52K S BIG R B BRI
Fi2EY) 36~39 (Eq. 12)(F 3), JIFRHARL R LG N
IEIRIE T TG IR IEIG S TR 2 05, RIS 37 4K
FLAE 58 A0 6 AR L6 RS 7 5 T DR S P R 20 4758 ks,
T 38 (MUK IBURLAE SR AR ] WL RS i S5 nT LUK S
PHFPZLRIE (1098, AN 75 B B A 26 41 1 52,
FAAN IR ITORL 5 LA SIS 1 RS, B T AN
AR RS FE.

Sk 5iRE
R
C o
o)
‘CHZ vis, /A
AN R2
w Y
(12)
N
L

23 AR R L &)

Table 3 Different substituents of spiropyran compounds

Compd. R' R’
36 H NO,
37 MeO NO,
38 MeO CN
39 H CN
H 52 BRI BR A9 PR AR, I ¢ ' S AR ¥ 5>

HEZRHAAE 300 nm A4, Hu 250055 1 T & K 2050
FHRIEI 36, RA R RIEATZ N 70 nm A4 DG
YKIBRL, ABATIAE B TS B oy B AR T R 1 &
Fo T 2 (1 A R (PULSAR) HE 4t MY 1 W A4 o AR AT 11
PIAN TG TF G KIBURL A RS, 3 & 15 2 T
AN R 18] () 1) B . AE RRE b A2 W 13 B A A pL B
PULSAR B AlE AN W) SAG St T —Fh = o0 #0732

420 ~ 500 nm @ < 401 nm

Bl JEMEP S BRI 1 2 18] B 5Ot S Ui i B 44 F% (FRET)
Figure 1 The FRET between perylnene dyes and merocyanine dyes
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Tian 5" RMOEIF G 36 HINIGIR, AR
ORISR, A0 2R e VA AR A B3R i
ERBEIDCTFRGIKIRL. 75 CaCly I H 2 e 2
RIJETTO%, A BRI 70 7 (AT 2801 Ok, i I 53 5%
T AR 5 DB B3 1 ISR IT O IRAS 45 A s W Rl
RIS, FEPRE T OLHEE B T RS S L
AT RERY TSN AR, i 40 M ARt S At
THnigte.

Zhu S5 ME CT U RR ISR K IR 431 35, IR
Hofh ZMHHFEN > 73R, BEIEARN 70 nm AT =
Or TIR(Eq. 13). A4 2R A JE SR 73 107 T i 1
PRERIK AR, T AU 57 PR, 3R TR TR RERT ¢
iR SOECE(NONIDE S X (NE LA 7 62 STRUNIE) AN
Feget NAML G, R EE oMU 57 v AT T LA
FIGREE, N — LAY SRR BOE T R
fil.

uv

ces,

LS

Vis or heat

(13)

S5 T OGS R A BB XU Tk FoA
(FIRUEF2¢ '6 BAUBE SK FH I vT I sl 20 A6 (0K
N 700~1200 nm)fE AR GRS, AR & AME, 7T
WERIE L AN A R 5 ERE ), R ARk
I G B — A 50 pm A5 A5, TG T S 1 %
BIRIEATIA 1000 pm, 7 FLIX — 3 BT A4 i A
LA, RS2 A M A SUHUR (a5 /N, &
TR T, ] DUE 6 A AL R R iR 290 1)
JENTRABIIEST IR . T RO R b, AR
SPTAR /N 1) DR 385 v DASOR H 96k, Rk T LAAR 1) X 35
WAL R A A IS, Fre A RHORA /N, 5t
ARG L, MG BUGA T ZE 6 2E 98 A%, AT 4
BT SOEI AR R, TR R AR R S SRR
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P LG RER B . A RO B 5 AN TN
SR K, TR, YEZATHLIND T OO RES
12 6 IO AR B8, IXHE, ] DRI B — 3 K 13
RGO Z R gork, M1 20 R — A a4 b A
A5, (8 TAH BN IR, #h7e, I HOCKRBRAR T S Al i
ST AR R S B A b () A R e
PRI R e K — R AE 350~560 nm YEFE P, SRJHUT LA ag
LLAMBEBPEOEAE A s, KRB A A 200 0k Ot
IR

FTROET POt BB ME LT, Zho P2
BERE— 2D BT, A L g ' T 5G4 K B0k 5 B -Her2
PuikiEd:, 2 )55 SK-BR-3 45 k. & 780
nm XOE TR T, BRI RGeR R O 45 H bR
Hi-Her2 Hiik %y thfetl, SK-BR-3 4l I Her2 52
MKW L SO ST, MR, 75 488 nm [ G THOE
AR R, AL T A0 K JORL 2 [a] 1Bk iR 49 K ik
AR T (B 2). R S The A i ok fn H
Fr SK-BR-3 4l MU A A2, ] DAAT O R 21 (. 9% 6
LATIBULE: ¥ 96 A Rl B & 2 o R S I 0V )
TR A, XTI, SerEtE DL RN,
Al REA e R, DRLAE AR RGN FH 7 TGOS BOG I
K2 CER, RIHIT L A0 n AR A B
TF MG SR AT R S 11

photoisomerization

photoexcitation

\
m

Energy

488 nm ,
780nm 780 n

Reaction coordinate

Bl 2 BRAHE AL 7 2 W) A F1EBE 1 5 1
Figure 2 The fluorescence process caused by photoisomeration
between spiropyran and merocyanine

Tan 25245 1 T %5465 (Scheme 13), BFFY T AN
AR 2 ) HE O 8 e v i %, IS T SP-g-
PMMA A~ [r] 7K fiff 2 %] JL AR 5 1 Jo 1R 52

Pang 514 B R VIBEIEEE 54 N 2 IR AZntL i 4>
“F(Scheme 14), R T X L5 FAEEIR P IR A
PMMA Fi1 PVB 5 o (10748 (0 R (A0 1 DA ST 987 57 1
JR.
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KRJE AR, 5 4R RS N A L8R AL T8 I 7
‘%ﬂ m i
N © Br N o NO,
(CH2 4Br CH2 4Br — uv
_ O _ O "“12 Q NO;  visible light
NOBr NOOCH3 NO,
Br(HZIC <5Hz>45f ) (14)
Ly
oo
‘%&NOZ ‘i\?@i‘m2 6.2 BHLNFF X Langmuir HiE
Langmuir {# i & — P LR 5> 7 2R, 5 A
44 45 JEEARAR LG, FERT DATE JUANER K (10 ] P R A 42 ol J5
Scheme 13 AISCIURG AN 57 T AL IS G, AR IS . il i Je

Py

\
N \

w0k
S s @Q

Scheme 14
6 Hit
6.1 BHIXFFXMHKL
LY 22 2 K o IR R A S R A

AN S T S 28 [ A 2T 4. sk H W 25 7 i nT LAAS
AWLAKEL, BRVEBORM R, 1f7 BT DL DI RE 2 Fh 22
B FRATTE W] LA 2 R ik 2 4 (1) B A0 el R
WS FESEL, I RERS IR R AR Ee (10 7 1), 5K
DU 3 2 T 1SR IR 45 1. Benedetto 250404 13 15
I I PG R H R (PMIMA) R &, R v &5 22 )y 45
BT EHAAN 50~400 nm, FEL4 100 nm YA
LKL, X LA HLIETT R GIK LR TR T WA IR 1) '
PR JU(Eq. 14), AERAMGRETS, A4 gt 4
TR AR T BOR SR R s K AR . BRI AN
T YK RN R B e 2 T () G i g S SR, S LY
22 3B (AR LR o] AR rT R (0 D) Re AR, Hor HE
] DU B AOR FE 48 JL-Hahk. amit # i 25 2245 201
YK A4 AT R AR e PERE IR PERE, 4 N — D AEgh
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MMGAEA B RG2S AR a1 5T, [ 443 i 1)
P F R0 SR A PO S IR S T )2 A TSR B IAE AL
AR IAVEHTE, Bl B Ik S Bl ak BT T B R,
HH 5 R N AR 5 TN T B e LS. T IRFEIZ 4%
PRI A UL, S5 RARAS FIARAR G R G IS 5 e T
B Z{FTFE. Chen Z5PI) P::k*;¥F%E§%W(SDS)*%E?H&
W TR AR N, W5y B ik T &

NEE G (1) SDS Jis BRI 11 5% %Wﬁkﬁlﬁﬁwkﬁm
SRR N (PAH-D/HA) . A AR 5T T 1hb 768 58 o Mkt g
ST IR R, k88 1 ) e B0 € AR AL
THITYE. Matsumoto Z5PE 45 e & 4tE R, A0 G0 Y
i) Langmuir 528 — ORI T HI RIS, 1A
K AL A4 52 (Eq. 154587254k, # Langmuir 7 5
IR —A RIS N 1% 5 R A AE Langmuir 385 R AH
ARAT G, I FRENE I A SR T T AR J-
AR, A1 2R B 8R4 L

C .
Oa
CqgHaz vis, A\

52 OCOCy1Hy3

OCOCyHgs

\
CigHaz

6.3 KB HERAL I 2 F
Kohl-Landgraf %75 i T 8 Wi 5 G 1) BRI I 47
"Wy 53, TR LR ERACAS B T KV P IR R Lk e

54 (Scheme 15). AT CFP v WAETH/ AT WADZL AR
MACTER ST T KW P EY) 54 Bl F e tE s, 4
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715 1 UGN 1) O 23 S5 W S R A A E 35 70 11 P A T
JEE. WML e P 2R L I 350 20 A AT 106 8 07 b, e i
SR R (R R i, MR ILE R 23 1 S TR E . AL
THARAHEIRILNG 7> 7, AT2EY) 54 AT LK
AIRSE T LA B PR AT R K T ORPE o, Al 54 WRERCA &
P 7 P A B AT W 5 1 7 ) T

CHO

Q N Mel
0 N O / \
N\\) EtOH, A § = THF, A

Scheme 15

7 #t5RE

JEEAR A A LU IR R (K Al 22 RO ) BRI,
FUE T RKM 2Rk P RHEn], S8t
WEPAE: . DB R A B R IR X
FRPEAUE S SRR AR, 1380 T MR
ISP, i A R, el T A, LR
oAl AN G, 5 e Bl BT R 43 WO Wi s Al
MR EOR.

SERTHIRR R VI, A S8 96 B (1 70 4 foe
i HREIAE] 200 nm, 1M FEZE 3 5O i R 23 I
BB EAETRATT AT AAE QK RO 4 i i 3. A
JUAS [RI R B A (R 6 R 2Y 1 6T 5% i SE LS 1
TP IR B, AT DU 0 B i St Er, H
TR, o 0 R T R TR S AR TR
WERRHE R 7330 1L 2R 15 49 B KD TT SRRk 1, FLu e
B AR MGURE 57 R T LA S P A A K E 2
B, N FAEE Y AR WU N BEE T R AR FEA. 2E
D ERR R R TUE HOFT B HUR 55 M B R ) I R
AT 1 9GP R A HLIETT K7 1 T+ 40 Ml b i
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