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Progress in Studying the Biosynthetic Mechanism of the Macrolide
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Abstract Tacrolimus (FK506), derived from various soil Streptomyces species, is a potent macrolide immunosuppressant
that is assembled by a typical polyketide synthase (PKS)-nonribosomal peptide synthetase (NRPS) hybrid system. Its chemical
structure is unique, with a piperidine unit consisting in the polyketide skeleton, a 4-methoxy, 5-hydroxy-cyclohexyl functional
group, as well as methoxyl and allyl side chains. Recently, studies on the biosynthetic mechanism of tacrolimus, particularly
for the pathways encoding the unusual precursors, achieved great successes. In this review, we summarize the enzymatic basis
in correspondence to the biosynthesis of tacrolimus, and emphasize on the recent progress in understanding the biosynthetic
pathways of the unusual precursors 4,5-dihydroxycyclohex-1-enecarboxylic acid (DHCHC), methoxymalonyl-acyl carrier

protein (ACP), allylmalonyl-coenzyme A (CoA) and L-pipecolic acid.
Keywords tacrolimus; FK506; biosynthesis; polyketide synthase (PKS); nonribosomal peptide synthetase (NRPS); precur-

sor; pathway-specific
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Figure 1 Chemical structures of tacrolimus, ascomycin and
rapamycin
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) B RSP A SR DR i e v e PR 4 R A A PR A7 A
1995 4, Leadlay YBIP i UHRIE T Streptomyces hy-
groscopicus NRRL5491 [ 87 1 85 2% FE K #ED); 1997 48,
Motamedi 25 T Streptomyces sp. MA6548 [
3t TE TR LK, 2000 4F, Reeves 4 7 i ki
T Streptomyces hygroscopicus var. ascomyceticus ATCC-
14891 i) T HER R AEK I 2011 4F, Yoon VRG]
BT Z 5% W Streptomyces sp. KCTC11604BP,
Streptomyces sp. ATCC55098(MA6858)F1 Streptomyces
kanamyceticus KCTC9225 ¥ 56 #E (1) th v 5 ) JE PR %
X SEIE PR B SRATA R At T e 3] L e
BT WA 2 A S LI AT .

1 fREAFIREMEIR B

e ] TR R H AR I B G R A
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DA 3 5w A, Hopr Qe R & B 3 A4S 12 PKS (FKbA,
FkbB, FKbC)F 1 > NRPS (FKbP) A B ) — AN 7 ik
Je ) — = n K IR Y BR (R 2)1,

1 78 PKS F1 NRPS # & LAY AL LE 1 2 V) R
f— RS — BRI AR A b D) RE SR,
TUDTE R BERE M SN, 1 T PKS 25 A8 1 R4k
FEY B R ERAC Y, Bl a2, b o 2 a0
FLAE OB Ee 5 A7 BT SE 67 16 B B (KS) « BEJL 55 75 il
(AT)FIEIE 24 R (1 (ACP) =AML AR I g, T REis
B -1 AR JFE B (KR) B 7K B (DH) A1 i ik 5t B (ER)
Dhfekk. B (Loading module) it 57 PR AL 4 ¥ G,
B E3E ACP B R R, ZEMAEE b ) AT PR H
(A SE A BTG (LA T R4 A R S IR A ek
WL, IR IR R R ACP b £ ZE s )
KS B FUF R I A% 2 1 G 1 e B s A a5 b
IR ACP 1 IR B M 25— AU T i 471
B, BRI e DR R BRI b SR RE RS R A
Claisen #ifr, LASERLE 5B AL ZE(R! ). NRPS
BWH LU iR SRR AP RRIE R R
FERI A A . LA TR 2 D S AN DD e
B A (O)GEMER. IREFL(A) k. IRt E & A
(PCP). A DJREI 1 DT E R R AL, IR 2
PCP Ihfgtl b & LA S, C ThAgtkMik PCP 4
W) BEAL AR BRI 28 55 5 IR b BB R A & T Uik
%[13].

FEAl v S F RN, 4w 3 4> PKS FiT 1 4> NPRS
PR L DR B B %85 Motamedi 250 g L, Ath ve 25 ]
B SR WK B8 40 /& LL FkbB-FkbC-FKbA [RIHE AP 3Rk
3. VBN B T B PKS, FkbB. FkbC F1 FkbA 435l
TS A2 N4 MBI H FRbB AR AR R AT
EEE L ANETATTAR, DA S BB ACP 1 IR SR B
LR 10§ Claisen 44 VY, AR A K2t
M IEHE T FRbA g — MBI ACP b 1E R H 48
GERY A AR Z2 FPHE— 1) NRPS, FkbP 97 oo A1 4 4 25
[ 20 8. Walsh B4R /R T FRbP AUA R ELBT
T R Ci-A-PCP-C, hfgtk. H, Ci-A-PCP Jjfig
I Re % LLUREIR (1) N7-C6 B ) fh e S< =] 1 285 TN 1
ANEFERR. A, C DyREIAA kT AAE C(1)—C(26) 4k
JERL C—O N EREE, AT IR 4 G 22 1 TE K.

2 FEERRMRREEYS B

B T2 e it v B ] B AL ) 2 A PKS/NRPS R4
SEREREUUNRN B 12 2 FIORTAR, BR T8 LI
T A2 431 ) R RIS TN B A(S 22 T)oh, EEE 1
9T 4,5- 32 H-1-445-8 CLR(DHCHC), 2 70 1 HAR
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Figure 2 Generation of the macrolide skeleton of tacrolimus

KL ZE ACP, 1 4> TR N 0 —BE4ieE A FT 1 20
TR I F AR, 3 Sy R A 1) 5 1O\ B At 7 55 )
FLARR AR 2 S R0 RN 2 BRS PE R B K R R (B 79— 4211
J&, IXSEREER () PKS/NPRS Hi A E E R THIAR
. BEAG it ve S5 ) AR 4B KRR DR AR TR0 L B e it G
TS AN FER D RE AL, AR IRASIX 4 FhT A A4
YEr A SR IE DR AR AN T Ath vl B ) (R R AR R st
AV, IX 4 Pk PKS/NRPS Z47 2 G0 TR IR ik i A4 L
H @42 5 7 (pathway-specific).  PL K 43 7 A 4 X 46
AR SRR EAR 1 AR B OB
2.1 PKS #2i58 T 4,5-Z 5 &-1-/%- 2R 2 E(DHCHC)
fh e 5w DL T RER R TR0 2 IR L A
BRI 4-F23E-3- A L3R QUL 45K, Paiva VS04 1)
A P A WIS BC ARC IR RS, RIS YA N
R B FRAEHRC. Reynolds 2517 C F1 D bpid (75 52
IR TG RN, AR TR TFRSEE.
UEHERT, A 5d S0 6T 1R AF [R) 7S T3 45 Rt 3 122 K 5
TIEHR. W FEY M AT, Lowden 250845 1) PKS
EIABEEE AT 3 AR IR ML I REIR, 73 ) A T2 1 i B il
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(CL), ER Al ACP. CL Jhfiglk A — W IR 7 (ATP) M
MRS T, BB ME AL TE BB IR IR TP (AMP) V& A 1H)
RIR, ARSI RR L 2 T iE ACP L. Ad AT M
i 3e SR FI T HERE 3 . TR IAEF 25 I SR AA BT W i 2
W B RR LU, ER TSR AT W R B g v, W b33
ACP {145 F BTV %2 AR, Reynolds 25! i bric
SIS AR TR RR COY B IR EEA C6) Ei—A
SRR BB L=, WEE RIS TG E5H
ATAESERAE 1LA-T R N K, PR 1,4- I s s N
2, THEIFE C(1)—C(2)4b ANV AN Bl 1) L SE S 4 B G
IEAh, Motamedi 29T TG Y, 4-FRHE-3- A 3R O
FEMEE b F A Rl I R B E AR O-H R
AL R 20, 288 LA B M, Lowden ZOHR L, i
FYLE . FTREZANFINERZWAEYEBGER G ITHR
4,5- " FA 15RO BR(DHCHC). £, 4-F5E-3-F4
FEFR LS IR i A L4 B AffUE 2 DHCHC (Scheme 1),
{H2 X} DHCHC [¥12EY) & ALIEN IF AN 48

i 3 JE R T B AAIE S, DHCHC (T LA B 2%
SRAGH 7. Gregory 25V HE DR e B R0 (M 4h S2 56, R
AR 22 (ML R R TP R 2 T 5 DHCHC A6 FGHH K 1) 3
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I rapK. rapK 1At ve S 5] F1- 38 85 22 FE DA % b 1) ] O3
LR fkbO. RapK Fll FkbO B4 £\ ok RE S 4l B S8 45
F COLE IR, S 5EERER. N T #E
BAMMALIETE, Andexer Z5P1LLZESS N S 73 %}
RapK H1 FkbO HEAT T RSN, 45 SEHR A AT Rl 21 74
AR T EAFH P45 84878 RapK F1 FkbO 5
I3 SCRRAR A AT AR R R, AT 1529 B2 SRR A
TR ARSI, IIRTIE] T 3,4- 8 5E-1,5- 063
CLR(DCDC) M FAER (1) 7= 4. B EIER], DCDC 144
B B DLy SCIR R A R A AR B N, T A A2 6 HTHE I 11
LR RGN I 1,4-TBR S V. (Scheme 2). X 5FRd
SR 2 RO, BUONAERI AR, 7 LR e 3
R R WA= P, T R NTUIK 28 0 2 o
PL ATP ALY REER AL S-Ja I A T - 1R -3 -1
1% (EPSP)# g L Bl 12 475 I X TR 1) 12 Ay 2 JE 490 1 o s 3
BRAIAY SRR A AL 1,4- B iR 3 40 ), #4k
R 43 SR RapK Fl FkbO A& PE RS I AR A I ]
BT DHCHC (A& U], 458 7 A0 552 1
Ja SRR Z AEEIA R
2.2 PKS s tHEEER_E ACP

AR 2 R R O A A TR B, Greg-
ory SRR R, XA LB O- I
i RapQ 1 RapM HIJFEMisRIG K. ANRTH IR,

Byrne 5@ i [A) 47 bR 10 L0 AIE A 5E 5w AN R A
FH ARG T AR TR B R T, ik
T HA “ORERR” A5 RN Hh. 2w %%
(Ansamitocin) Fl5E 8 22 (15 22 45 44 3005 FR A
. Floss WZH P8I0} LU Y 2 (1 A= 1 & i e DR e 7280291,
R 22 ZIENFE AR asm13~asml7 51 3% £k
KA fkbG ~fkbK AT W (1 IRl K D84 4y
Wi, asmi4 1 fkbJ GGt ACP, asmi17 F fkbG W
REWgnis O- I ELEERE M. AT TRIRAS I, 5 AMEBE
DRT 2 B 1 0 355 DR A 6 0% 1 10 T8 ) i 4k P AR5 I Ik
ACP.

Kato ZFPD4 b it 7 Sy k9206, ¥ ikars
asmi3~asml7 SRR IR pHGF9251 3 A%
Streptomyces lividans K4.114/pKOS38-187. pKOS38-187
JEH Reeves ZEPOMEE), BENFA HOEN eryd FEIN. 5
UHI) EryA B4l 6-JI 541 % MG B(6-DEB)IA KL,
{H T8 6 MEHR K AT 3K 11 FRbA ) ATS 24t
6-DEB 1) C2 i 2 A 5 AR ) PKS SEfH1 BTG 17
AR, SR REE E S, lividans K4.114 S A
pKOS38-187 Ja, AefgRrl®] 2-Jit H KE-6-DEB (1.5
mg/L)F1 6-DEB (0.5 mg/L){I4E&. ks pHGF9251 #
pKOS38-187 JL[W S A S. lividans K4.114 )5, W) F A
FI) 2- i FHHL-2- F 4 JE-6-DEB(3 mg/L) 772k, %A 2-
Jlit FFY 232 5E-6-DEB(&] 3). Kato 25254\ 3y, 2 LA~

_HzPO; o H2Pos
OH Q HO, A
HO:O\ JETE Rk HO:@\ EPSP4& T ;@\
ATP
E 0 COOH
HO COOH HO COOH COOH HOOC
S SRR3R \ EpSp
O3PH2_O
RN LA P | e
HO. HO. HO.
), /),
(2H] FkbO/RapK J:j\
~— 0 COOH
HO COOH HO COOH 7COOH HOOC‘&
DHCHC DCDC o
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Scheme 2

Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2013, 33, 1254~1262

© 2013 Chinese Chemical Society & SIOC, CAS

1257

http://sioc-journal.cn/



ik S R

R = CHj, 6-DEB
R = H, 2-Jfit /1 %-6-DEB

R = OH, 2-fiii F 3%-2- % %-6-DEB

R = OCHg, 2-Jfii /fl $-2- H1 4 J-6-DEB

B3 o am NN B RAMLEWILFE S5 X
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AIXFREL G LN oKk B FkbA K ATS H55h E#h
Asm13~Asm17(3 " 5 1 FkbG~FkbK)4ahd [ 2-H
AN T, o L - BN R Rk
AL, ik, Asm17 Al FkbG 1F 8 O-FILE:ES
i D e DL SRAFHIE, HILAR G M e AE 2t b
WATIE A EIJG A AN, k&, PKS ZEff0
Y AR TN B ACP I8 & F2FE 0 Ik ACP AN
. ik, Kato P — DM@ T % asml7 1
pHGF9251 fi74: Fiki pHGF9263, J1#H 5 pKOS38-187
JCEALE] S, lividans K4.114. PRI 45 5 5 ol 5N
pKOS38-187 MITHHLARAL, #A 2- i H JE-2- F A 2k
-6-DEB 8 2-Jlii F 3-2-F255-6-DEB. L] UL, Asm17
F1 FkbG & AEIEA 5T R ETEAE T, PKS P 4E
{H BTG S FRAR RS T 8k ACP, T AEFRJE A ik ACP.

FEN R 5 34T asm13~asm17 F fkbG~ flebK WV HL K]
Y 3 X RIS LR, asmi3 B fkbK 455 4 p-F e
LS4 A D ZURE, asmIS A fibl 1 ST gmbs BEILAH S A
Jid U, 1 asmI6 AN fbH 2 AL, 1 12 i o B (HA D).
Watanabe %512 i) 2 (4 45 5 A5 MIEAT, FiH Fkbl 7
SR v RESE BRI ACP, i AREEMLAHEE A, 52,
FKbl A1 Asm15 MWiZ2&—Mikk: ACP &M, FkbK i
Asm13 B I HEE p-FRAEMEIE ACP li&UE. Kato 245
(2814 1 Soraphen {4240 25 1 3 DA A7 1,25 A 2 AL AR ATV
A%, I HBR asm16 A1 fbH LA L 4 6L R ARREAE
A R 21 [R5 S R 5535 Dh k. HH T Soraphen MV F: [A] %
W) sorC BTSN S AT F1 ACP PSS B BERAA N
2 5 R YA TR IS AMEED AR HEN Asmi6 Al
FkbH % SIS LI HE. Dorrestein 2513 DL M 2%
(Oxazolomycin) 4= 4 & A A % FkbH 1 (7] Y5 2 1
OzmB WHFFUN S, ATINE] T H- i e 7 I R0 1 1 111
ML RE, JFuE B HAE oA 1,3- = R b iR
(1,3-BPG). Chan %Y 45H7 AN TAE, #:'% T ti FkbG~
FKbK {44 1) PK'S 2 570 H AR RS N — 1 ACP I AEW &
FHLEI(Scheme 3): 145G, FkbH 45 & B fif i 12 b 7] 44
1,3-BPG, {2 i 5 LAB BR S 2 2] ACP B Fkb) I,
B 5, FKbK {4k H ik ACP K44k, Rk 2-F23k-3-44
N BE ACP; Fkbl #F— 440 FKbK (1 =)15 2R HE N
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—t ACP; #)i5, FkbG S8R HEAL B 1 O-FH AL 2
FRAEE TN B ACP. &4 A ARS8 1R SR WAL 5 AN
JEEAR S, ALY lE ACP EW& e ks
B T30 HAT AL G5 R R 35 1 R AR P= I R
2.3 PKS EMETTHERERZEBHEE A

fh g SCR] C21) M N SR EE TRk, 2L
5P R FME— (W45 M 2 T AE. Paiva Pl PC Ax
O SEIGAE B 5 N NS IR TR B 1 20 TN RN 1
ST LR, PRI R ETAIR T AL 2R PKS ML
TER BTG, AT FRERMENER, st
)R DR A 2 AR — BN ] V3 3R A e HE ik,
CLA0F H AN 5 55 00 B G T AAH DGR JE R BT Utk
b BT A () B AR S5 0 S SR A L — HR
BRI, HEITAE, Petkovic PR PRI Yoon P4
I SRS T A7 T fkbG~fkbK PRI f%E e ) —4
tes(BAT %0 all) W0 RE RIf%, 0F 51 N P4 0085 &5 44 (1)
PKS %E (BT IR 50 A B S Pt e

T o L PR 7% 22 0 M, Petkovic BREEZH PO Yoon 1
A TR R bG~kbK TR B3 055 & %
CHETN IR A TRIAH B AT B A — AR AN ] 1) 2
[H. Yoon ULBIZH A L T 3 A= A T 1A Al 7 2 ) i K]
W%, faH HH tesA~tesD (allA~allD) 4 NFER 2 K
TCHTARLED B T O T 1, 3 — pit A Al i DR R 53k S 36 0
B, WEAFIMAER, TesAAIAYEH AT-ACP X
el TesB (AIK) & A KS TURESE, W& 1R T BE ) 58 ik
RER B AT AR I 56— 20 465 O TesC(ALIR) S B2 1k
i A RA/E )R B CCR)[FIYE, TesD(AIID)YS Fkbl 2541,
JE TR ACP i Alll, 2531k, )i, A B
DL 28 T8 17 | At 58 55 5] B B I T A4, Petkovie BIZL
BOLR A RIME RS BRI 7 VA M T allK FEIR 35 (R 5845 Rk
TEAN 5 JE TR R A 0 1, S AR bR R e = vh 1 At 5
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SEAIR T LT EAHE A SPAT AT, A6 ik
T 5 BEE-N- G- W 2 B R R (SNAC) LA S 72 1
MATARE 4), 17 allK [FIHER R SRR N R T
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JRIRE P 1) (PRSI k7~ At 5 SR R 2R A B e T T
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3 2- A BE SNAC #RICVE M S A 7e 5 =] 1R =2, IXFhd
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FIRAR IR (A4 N 1202 AR B B B2 AE. ACP B 1) 2R
BE. #2, FAS Rl TesC IAE FH A 2050 2 3-8 AR ik
ACP Fl s 2- [0k ACP. [ tesA F tesB [FIHERS R 5
AFHRMEFE N T Bk SNAC #BICVEK 5 Ath 7 55 ] 1 7
Az, ULWITSFE TN ERAEE A ATRECTE L E) TesA 11
ACP Lifigtf, 7R TesD HIAE FI RN 1% & A FE R —
9t ACP. [1] tesC [RIHE R T AL HEME SR 3- 580 SNAC
A X 2- U SNAC #C2K At v 55 ) (177 A=, i3t
WY TesC A1 S R TG P X425 TR 2 T I 4 AL TR 264
B R 5 AT D, tesD [FIHE R FR SEAR BRIV K IE =) 5
B K& C(36)—CB7)M BRIt 7 B2 5] 4, 1)
LM IERRIE N HE Ak SNAC AMUAEfT SNAC B
HBTCIENE R e = = A S S, U TesD MW iZAE
TesA~TesC 2 Ji () 5 Ja 20 R AE AL TG 1R, T
TesD G PELE tesB F tes C [RIHERBR 5 ALk A AN B2 50,
C(36)—C(37) v B 1 FN 1y Ath 7 25 =) ALl 1) 18 B4 7
TesD & AE AT 353 PKS RirfAL T AN LRz B 1.
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Figure 4 Polyketide Substrates linked to SNAC for chemical
complementation
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FATUME NS TN IR AHE A IR ARG UL TesA(ALA)
] AT-ACP XL I RE I Al TesB(ANK) K KS 1y gk 4H i £
/NPKS”, LA 1 2> T I BEAHAG A 4G FICHT 1 4
T ARG A SEMPECR A Claisen 464, TR E
16 ACP L1y 3-SR S K. HILR T B SR i B 20 ik
T 25 7 R A 1 (FAS) AR 1) - i 35 38 s R i K
TesC(ALR)F I JE AR A 21 LA K TesD(ALD) I I &
MR RGN ZIRA W BTG, SN IR o]
A o A SN (1) V8 A ACP #6822 5H I A, A SR—TC
“_f¥) PKS #E{H1 57T (Scheme 4).
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