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Total Synthesis of Atorvastatin

Xu, Li* Wang, Shaohua™“ Li, Hui”
(“ School of Pharmacy, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000)
(®School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000)

Abstract Atorvastatin calcium (HMG-CoA reductase inhibitor) is the most widely used cholesterol lowering drugs. Its syn-
thesis has attracted broad attention of synthetic chemistry community. In this study, a new strategy has been developed toward
the synthesis of atorvastatin in 13 steps and 9% overall yield.

Keywords atorvastatin calcium; cholesterol lowering drug; organic synthesis
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Figure 1 Structure of atorvastatin calcium
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W2, 23 s — B Rt S A 2 E . i
TZ W L F)(US 5273995) 2T 2011 4F 6 HF
HAL DR, SRR T I BT R AR A TS A R £ A T
SHIAR, SRS ST 25 AR PR R LA R —
MR E S —, FN A JEERHESME.

BT FEARAR T 45 B B 25 R BT R AT, %50+ i
— M Z AL IR s, Forb e B E R A AN
HIRFEMFHEA L. N, Z0FRIARESETZ
EUAR L v SR R 3 e AN SEAR D I BTN, BAR, H AT
T % T HE T2, (R L HR T 4
(1) Paal-Knorr JxNARS, W MIEE ATS-9 F B (6-E 4
Fe22- T HIBE 3- T EHANHA-LBRAUT RS Ma B
[4- 98 -a-(2- 1 2 -1 - AR 2 )-p- ARV, B- R FR R T
JH2 V00 A S S ) S P 75 1) 22 BUAR L g 5 4, g T K
RIS BIBT LA YT (Eq. 1). T M4 FE& RO ED
LB R, B, 75 LA EE ORI L K 2 3
FTFEARATT 20 ()& O TR 2l 583 ATS-9 B
BB RS [T ST R T Je ). ad i SOk TR A ERAT]
W, (EIXEEE RIS Y, — R ER A 5 AR 28
R NE IS 5 1) oE % BUR R LK G 21 e 82
(Raney-Ni) #f 1k (15 & 1k e B ok sz gLl =% e 3|
Raney-Ni [FfalG PEFIXI A fa s, PLEREARRIEH,
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FLik, oS U A B0 S B 110 5 B AT 7 A BB R
A, Br T WA 2 4, BT LTS Staudinger
SNSRI, BT i% 0 i B 5 A5 = R R I A
NIE R, AME AT PAMR m Y R S S E a5, (6]
i AI LURE 4 Raney-Ni AR, BA R T E80
R AE =, AL, YT ATS-9 H BRI A R BT
~(Scheme 1): ATS-9 F B Al LA &4 1 £ Staudinger
RBLIE Ry ) S A B AS 2], (G 1w SR 2
28I P 1A 30 J R R B — R B 11 SR A% AR S B 3R
5 B 2 WA CAMERERES 3 &, SEaHIE Lk £
PEIC IR, 1,3- 3B B Re ORGP, XUSE 1) R A BT 2R
KARAT, MEEREE 3 vLUEEEE 4 5 2MERCT BRE)
Dieckmann 4 N RAIRS; 5 TE 4 7T LLAARRIY 215
1) TV RR(R)-2- 0 AR IR A £ bt () it — S8 L)
A IRTT. [FIN, FREARH IR, @I %6 RS
ATS-9 F BEEA A SLARF O] LUNME G § F 574k
HOEAXFRIE SR 5], Bk, BAG SO Rk T
ANXF FRAEE A S5 I FR) A5 .

>< Staudinger
o 0 O reaction
J< —
HoN (0]
ATS-9
O><O 0 J< IR/ AR
/\/k/k/u\
1
o 0 O J< B/ AP/ R
[ —
o~ (6]
2

OH O O k Dieckmann 4i &
I:>
/\/k/u\/“\o

3
™9 ?)\/
Cl
AN ==
4 5

R 1 5T
Scheme 1 Retrosynthetic analysis
g6 LIRSS A, 40 Scheme 2 TR, DABRMT
SR II(R)-2-F I EAAA S L e (S) Mt ah ik, fES AL
WAL T, 5 ORmFER LI ER LIS IT 1T
Bl 6.1 mRTARE 6 5 ALANIE KK it
I R SRR R LD 93% i e 3R 13 — s 7.
W& 7 AE TMSCI A T AE I o R AR SR FRK A5

Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2015, 35, 1559~ 1564



Chinese Journal of Organic Chemistry

FHEE 4 BROR, AW 4 IS 2T ERAE
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J% Staudinger I & J5 N, 3 [ R 75 5] ATS-9!'7. 7
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A U] TR PR 7K AR B A TR R 7 5k ) S B s %2, iR s DA
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Reagents and conditions: (a) CH,CHMgBr, CuCl, THF, —20 C, 2
h, 91%; (b) NaCN, H,O, 30 C, 12 h, 93%; (c) TMSCI, CH;0H,
reflux, 15 h, 76%; (d) LDA, CH3CO.Bu-t, THF, -78 °C, 45 min, 65%);
(e) Et,.BOMe, NaBH,, THF, MeOH, -78 C to r.t., 12 h, 88%; (f)
2,2-dimethoxypropane, PTS, rt, 1 h, 90%; (g) Os, CH.Cl,,
—78 C, 2 h, 90%; (h) NaBH,, MeOH, 0 ‘C, 20 min, 92%; (i) MsClI,
EtsN, CH.Cl,, 0 C, 30 min, 85%; (j) NaNs;, DMF, r.t., 12 h, 81%; (k)
PPh;, THF, H,0, r.t., 2 h, 72%; (I) M4, -BuCO,H, hexane, toluene,
THF, 110 ‘C, 30 h, then 2 mol/L HCI, 0 C to r.t.; (m) 1 mol/L
NaOH, THF, r.t., 6 h; then 1 mol/L HCI r.t., 67% (2 steps).
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Scheme 2  Synthetic route of atorvastatin
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P RERHE, ERGHEELE T, Bis=H N
RAIEF 4 H NaN; 25 156 &% B R B & 5 882 1)
Staudinger S M EIIHLGI N, 1% 50 B HgE G T K%
B ATS-9 B A R FEF Raney-Ni HIfH H, AMUFEMK
T HAREAE R FR A fE RO E RN B, RN AT DL S 4k
F AR RO 3 3k — 5 B AR IR B i),

3 LIRS
3.1 UE5EHH

WTCHFFER UL BH, 258 B FH Vs A5 FH A 350 BB A v 7
TRAEGSOASE N AT AN, B A BT A 24
B NA R AR A T, KRGt —54itk; '"H NMR,
BC NMR #J7E Bruker AX-400 MHz 1 #% Hilll %2, CDCl,
NI, TMS A FR; MS SR S 2010 25 AR
#E, EI Y&, 70 eV EEHEFRE; AEWIIE AR R 1)
CDCL; W45 (c=10 mg/mL);; )2 EHH(TLO)AIKEZE
Mo B L R S A T A= 1 2 R AT RE
GF254 BUEER AT 200~300 H F:ZHrikfis.

3.2 XWHE
3.2.1  (2R)-1-F-4- /% Hi-2-B%(6) 69 & A%,

E—20 CEMET, F 500 mL B JE B K KA
THRAPUEEIE(200 mL), 1 mol/L Z AL T A
IR 5 (150 mL, 0.15 mol)F&fLIE4(913 mg, 0.01
mol). PRFFIREAL, HiFE 20 min J5, AR RN
(R)-2-5 I HARI A Z.5E(8 mL, 0.1 mol). TLC Wil i
SERUA, B NAR R A S s T R, RA
M R QBR8N EAE K E, H
To7K MgSO, T L U8, Y8R Wk 4 J5 et At 2 A
Y E( LR CERA R E SR, T [F)) 75 5 iR 4
6(11.6 g, 7% 91%). [a]y —3 (¢=1.0, CHCl;); '"H NMR
(400 MHz, CDCls) §: 5.88~5.78 (m, 1H), 5.21~5.16 (m,
2H), 3.95~3.85 (m, 1H), 3.65 (q, J=3.6 Hz, 1H), 3.53
(dd, J=11, 2.6 Hz, 1H), 2.39~2.33 (m, 2H); “C NMR
(100 MHz, CDCly) d: 133.3, 118.7, 70.6, 49.4, 38.7; MS
(EI) m/z (%): 120 (M™, 1), 102 (100), 85 (20).

322 (2R)-1-RE-4- K H-2-B7(7) 89 & A&

£ 200 mL [ B 73 B 100 mL 848K, 1
EY 6 (11.6 g, 0.92 mol) K FAMHN (6.8 g, 0.138 mol). %
MR RTE 30 Co&AF FHiFE R, 4 TLC M E AR
WG, AR 8 48100 mL)2EE, 4> B )5, Bl
AR B K e, ToK MgSO, TR it g, W
JE AR 5 G0 R JE AT 43 B (LR LT/ A T A W e
7)) S EHIRBA 7 (8.4 g, 72K 93%). [ald +1 (c=
1.0, CHCl3); 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCls) §: 5.78~5.67
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(m, 1H), 5.15~5.10 (m, 2H), 3.96~3.92 (m, 1H), 3.30 (d,
J=4.8 Hz, 1H), 2.53 (dd, J=16.8, 4.8 Hz, 1H), 2.44 (dd,
J=16.8, 6.0 Hz, 1H), 2.30 (t, J=6.6 Hz, 2H); °*C NMR
(100 MHz, CDCl3) 6: 132.6, 119.0, 117.7, 66.4, 40.5, 24.9;
MS (EI) m/z (%): 111 (M", 10), 83 (50), 54 (100).

3.2.3 (3R)-3-#A-5-T W ER T B5(4) 89 4 A&

T 200 mL FEEFF AN 7 (8.4 g, 0.74 mol)fH]
HEEVA R (80 mL). [RIAAAF T, MR FR F4r =X
(BB 3h) IO = F B SRERE (48 mL, 1.14 mol). WA
FYRBE R S B2 R 2 (TLC Bill). e 58
B PR SR T T 28 KA R R B, IR
ZHEN (G B/ A B BE M) #3355 R
k4 (82 g K 76%). [aly —9 (c=1.0, CHCL); 'H
NMR (400 MHz, CDCl;): & 5.83~5.73 (m, 1H), 5.10~
5.06 (m, 2H), 4.08~4.02 (m, 1H), 3.66 (s, 3H), 3.01 (s,
1H), 2.44 (dd, J=16.8, 6.0 Hz, 1H), 2.40 (dd, J=16.0, 8.4
Hz, 1H), 2.26~2.22 (m, 2H); *C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl5)
5: 173.0, 133.8, 118.0, 67.2, 51.6, 40.9, 40.4; MS (EI) m/z
(%): 144 (M*,<1), 126 (10), 103 (40), 85 (100).

3.2.4 (5R)-3-# A -5-F K -7-FH BRI T B5(3)89 6 &

WK, T 250 mL R B AR I T4
(DY &I (80 mL), — 5% (18.6 mL, 0.13 mol). 7E
—78 CHAT, MR RZENEN N 2.5 mol/L Y IE T F4H
(56.6 mL, 0.13 mol), #if: 10min J5, &R HARTET =
0 “CYkZE M 30 min. ZfEHERAHE—T8 C, &
18 m) Ho i N ZBR AU T B (17.7 mL, 0.13 mol)ff), Hiikk
30min J&, MIAALEY 4 (8.2 g, 0.056 mol) ) VY & kR v
(20 mL). PR¥FFR PR EAA, B2 JFREHE &
(TLC Ha), $RJ5, ¥R Bk 2 S B K R K
KR R CERRERUG /3 5. A YU A 2k vk
J&, FTE/K MgSO, T8, U8, IR EARYR 5 S Ak
FEEHT 70 B8 (LR L8/ i B A 350 5t 770 ) 79 39 £ R R
7k 3 (84 g 7% 65%). [aly —3 (¢c=1.0, CHCl;); 'H
NMR (400 MHz, CDCl;) d: 5.86~5.76 (m, 1H), 5.15~
5.10 (m, 2H), 4.18~4.12 (m, 1H), 3.37 (m, 1H), 2.80~
2.61 (m, 3H), 2.28~2.24 (m, 2H), 1.48 (s, 9H); *C NMR
(100 MHz, CDCl3) d: 203.8, 173.0, 166.1, 133.9, 118.0,
82.1,67.2,66.7,51.6,51.1, 48.7, 40.9, 40.4, 27.8; MS (EI)
miz (%): 228 (M, <1), 71 (40), 57 (100).

3.2.5 (3R,5R)-3,5-— A -7-F M B T B5(8) 89 & Ak

AT, T 200 mL BRSS9 3 (8.4
g, 0.036 mol) A Z T4 1) DY B (90 mL)-5 T4 H
fE(16 mL)NRG . Kk RS HF—78 CJa, A
IR I BE(5.76 mL, 0.05 mol), #tFE 30 min 5,
AR R ISR EAL N (2.5 g, 0.066 mol). Jvik &
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EMFRE T, Wit 2 ERMRE G, T Ik 2 kAL
LI TERE, FRYA LR B0 mL) BE, Fin
NSRS mL) Kl Re e 2, AR R 1]
ZBE(50 mL)ZEHL. 43 BS HAA HUAR A AL & Ehok ek,
K MgSO, T-H, IUE, JEMR IR AR IR AT JZ T 70 5
(LR L/ HTRAE B e 7)) 45 38 IR R 8 (7.45 g,
P2 88%). [aly —15 (¢=1.0, CHCL); 'H NMR (400
MHz, CDCly) d: 5.87~5.79 (m, 1H), 5.15~5.11 (m, 2H),
426~4.21 (m, 1H), 3.98~3.92 (m, 1H), 2.42 (d, J=6.4
Hz, 2H), 2.28~2.45 (m, 2H), 1.61~1.56 (m, 2H), 1.45 (s,
9H); '*C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl;) §: 172.0, 134.5, 117.8,
81.5, 71.2, 69.0, 42.6, 42.1, 41.6, 28.1; MS (EI) m/z (%):
230 (M, <1), 115 (30), 57 (100).

3.2.6 (BRSR)-6-} A A-2,2-=F X -13-= & <-4
T BR AT BR(9) 89 & A&

FEIR T, T 50 mL B E R IOmA 2,2- =
AFEFFE0 mL), A5V 8 (7.4 g, 0.032 mol)FIXT H 2K
fif2(270 mg, 0.0016 mol), & &£ M 2 TLC Wil
JERMUE AL, SR 5 R 2R T et 28 A E 4 TV e
FEEHTA B R 9 (7.82 g, 775 90%). [a]y —10
(¢=1.0, CHCl;); 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl;) &: 5.79~
5.70 (m, 1H), 5.06~5.00 (m, 2H), 4.23~4.17 (m, 1H),
3.89~3.83 (m, 1H), 2.38 (dd, J=15.2 Hz, 7.2 Hz, 1H),
2.29~2.23 (m, 2H), 2.14~2.07 (m, 1H), 1.57~1.52 (m,
1H), 1.40 (brs, 12H), 1.32 (s, 3H), 1.20~1.05 (m, 1H); *C
NMR (100 MHz, CDCly) d: 170.2, 134.0, 117.0, 98.6,
80.4, 68.4, 66.2, 42.7, 40.7, 35.9, 30.0, 28.0, 19.6; MS (EI)
m/z (%): 255 ((M—15]", 10), 115 (20), 57 (100).

327 (BRSR)-6-BFT #-22-= W ¥-13-= &< 3F-4-
CER R T BE(2) 49 4k,

E—78 CHMT, MWAEY 9 (7.82 g, 0.029 mol)
[ & HEE (50 mL)ERHHRFEEIE A S, TLC Ml %=
SRR f5, 15 Ik RAAE N, iR R A I =K
FEBE(11.73 g, 0.043 mol), i FHiFEZ N H a4
JRIEAL S, T 75 KA 3SR AR E TS 38
RIBAE 2 (7.1 g, 725 90%). [aly —28 (c=1.0, CHCLy);
'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl;) d: 9.74 (s, 1H), 4.24~4.28
(m, 1H), 4.27~4.23 (m, 1H), 2.61~2.54 (m, 1H), 2.47~
241 (m, 2H), 2.27 (dd, J=15.2, 6.0 Hz, 1H), 1.64~1.60
(m, 2H), 1.44 (s, 3H), 1.40 (s, 9H), 1.35 (s, 3H), 1.24~
1.16 (m, 1H); C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl;) d: 200.7,
170.0, 99.1, 98.9, 80.6, 65.9, 64.5, 49.6, 42.4, 36.0, 29.8,
28.0, 19.5; MS (EI) m/z (%): 272 (M", <1), 257 (10), 157
(20), 57 (100).
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32.8 (BRS5R)-6-FHA T K -22-=F K -1,3-= #. 5 F-
4-TER T BE(102) 89 H) &

0 CF ¥ 50 mL B ke - K A HEE(50 mL)
A2 (7.1 g, 0.26 mol). BHEALEN(1.2 g, 0.03 mol, f
S VUHEIN). TLC W SRV R AL Ak, SR A4 5 FH 7K 2
K, LR TE250 mL)ZEEL, A LA A #h K Bk,
To7K MgSO, TF15e, I8, W4d 5 &AL ZHT /515 10a (6.58
g, P 92%). [a]y —15 (c=1.0, CHCls); 'H NMR (400
MHz, CDCl;) d: 4.32~4.25 (m, 1H), 4.18~4.11 (m, 1H),
3.82~3.73 (m, 2H), 2.45 (dd, J=15.2, 7.2 Hz, 1H), 2.32
(dd, J=15.2, 6.0 Hz, 1H), 1.76~1.72 (m, 2H), 1.59~1.54
(m, 1H), 1.48 (s, 3H), 1.45 (s, 9H), 1.38 (s, 3H), 1.35~
1.25 (m, 1H); *C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl5) d: 170.2, 98.7,
80.6, 68.4, 66.1, 60.1, 42.5, 38.2, 36.2, 30.0, 28.0, 19.7;
MS (ED) m/z (%): 274 (M", <1), 273 (3), 257 (5), 217 (5),
173 (5), 57 (100).

3.2.9 (BRS5R)-6-FEBR PES L A-22-—F &-13-— &
N R-4-CEERCT BE(10b) 89 H] &

0 CFT 100 mL HEJERBEHEH K AN — &
(30 mL). tk&%)10a (6.58 g, 0.024 mol)f1= ZJi%(5.7
mL, 0.042 mol). B Ji5 M) _FiRfd F i, 2080 F et
(3.2 mL, 0.042 mol). R4k L4 #E 2 JFRMI R AL
Ja, FKEK, 1R CBREEE, A WA A 3hK Bt
%, JoK MgSO, T, U8, R R 5 &4 2T
BRI 10b (7.18 g, YK 85%). [aly +7 (c=
1.0, CHCl;); 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl) &: 4.39~4.23
(m, 3H), 4.06~4.00 (m, 1H), 3.00 (s, 3H), 2.43 (dd, J=
15.2, 7.2 Hz, 1H), 2.30 (dd, J=15.2, 6.0 Hz, 1H), 1.92~
1.79 (m, 2H), 1.61~1.56 (m, 1H), 1.44 (brs, 12H), 1.35 (s,
3H), 1.25~1.17 (m, 1H); *C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl;) o:
170.1, 98.9, 80.7, 66.4, 66.0, 64.8, 42.6, 37.2, 36.3, 35.7,
30.0, 28.1, 19.7; MS (EI) m/z (%): 337 (M—15]", <1),
337 (5), 257 (10), 221 (10), 115 (10), 57 (100).

3.2.10 (3RS5R)-6-%& R T A -22-=—F K-13-— & >~
F-4- LB AT BE(10¢) 89 F) &-.

FiR T, T 25 mL MEELES, meE4 10b
(7.18 g, 0.02 mol)ff] DMF (10 mL)¥A ¥+ A & % 4N
(2.66 g, 0.041 mol). S %Ak R 31 2RI JFRMY) At
&, H R OB, ANUEAKEES, JoK MgSo, T+
B, L UE, VR A AR T 4R JE AT 1S 5 iRV
10c (4.94 g, W* 81%). [a]s +9 (¢c=1.0, CHCL); 'H
NMR (400 MHz, CDCly) 6: 4.26~4.22 (m, 1H), 4.00~
3.95 (m, 1H), 3.42~3.33 (m, 2H), 2.42 (dd, J=15.2, 6.8
Hz, 1H), 2.29 (dd, J=15.2, 6.4 Hz, 1H), 1.70~1.68 (m,
2H), 1.58~1.52 (m.1H), 1.44 (s, 3H), 1.43 (s, 9H), 1.35 (s,
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3H), 1.24~1.18 (m, 1H); *C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl;) 6:
170.1, 98.8, 80.6, 66.1, 65.8, 47.5, 42.6, 36.4, 35.6, 30.0,
28.1, 19.6; MS (EI) m/z (%): 257 ((IM—42]", 5), 115 (10),
57 (100).

3.2.11 (BR5R)-6-F T #-2, 2-=F -1, 3-— & 5~ 3*%-
4- T B AT BE(ATS-9) 44 1 %-.

FALE Y 10¢ (494 mg, 0.165 mmol). = F LB (865
mg, 0.33 mmol)JIAZE] 2 mL VUSRI 5K : V=
9 @ DIRAVEN, Bk E R R B T4, R R 4 B
FWEH), AEAYTIN 2 mL B3, FUORE R YE
HESMR, £ ENE L EHREAE ATS-9 (324 mg,
P 72%). [aly +15 (¢=1.0, CHCl;); 'H NMR (400
MHz, CDCl;) 8: 4.30~4.20 (m, 1H), 4.02~3.91 (m, 1H),
3.00~2.90 (brs, 2H), 2.90~2.80 (m, 2H), 2.42 (dd, J=
15.2, 7.2 Hz, 1H), 2.28 (dd, J=15.2, 6.0 Hz, 1H), 1.66~
1.52 (m, 3H), 1.43 (brs, 12H), 1.35 (s, 3H), 1.21~1.15 (m,
1H); *C NMR (100 MHz, CDCly) d: 170.2, 98.6, 80.5,
67.4,66.2,42.6,39.2,38.2,36.5, 30.1, 28.0, 19.7; MS (EI)
mlz (%): 273 (M", 1), 172 (5), 57 (100).

3.2.12  (BRS5R)-7-[2-(4- A R K )-5-F 7 A -3- K A& -
4-(R A A P BE A ) e -1- K ]3,5- = & K kB
(atorvastatin) &9 &~ 5%,

# ATS-9 (400 mg, 0.147 mmol). M4 (558 mg, 0.133
mmol), FFKEZ(120 mg, 0.118 mmol), KKIMAZFIIEC
W/ /WIS IRIE(V Vi v=1:4:1, 48 mL)IES
W, RBARTE 110 CHEAE T 30 h 5FAHE
Fin, IREYIH OB CEEMRE G I EA B ER E N K
WAEE, AU TCK BB AN 8 5 1 0, DEWRAE e
ZARAC R TV, BT SRV g A DY R R (5 mL)
T 0 CFIIA 2 mol/L fIEREE P2 mL), fEHiHE
10min J& 73 = IR HEE 20 min, KRSV H & TR
5, AHUH A IR S S & Sk 2L, ToKiiR
BT VR, SRR 2 mL WUERRIEARE, 1E
0 ‘CFAIA 1 mol/L I EAAH/KIE(10 mL), $iF: 10
min J&5 P B =R BEE 6 h. TLC MR N 58 )5, =
AR BB SRR, N 1 mol/L R /KA 2 /KA
RESRYE, S EANUAE, AU KBRS, oK
BRI S5 I D8, DEVRORYR J5 2 A E 0T 70 B9 45 J0 (PR
WARFTFE AR AR TT (548 mg, 7=% 67%). 'H NMR (400
MHz, CD;0D) ¢: 7.30~7.01 (m, 14H), 4.11~3.92 (m,
3H), 3.68~3.66 (m, 1H), 3.40~3.36 (m, 1H), 2.40~2.37
(m, 2H), 1.72~1.60 (m, 2H), 1.56~1.51 (m, 1H), 1.49 (d,
J=7.2 Hz, 3H), 1.48 (d, J=7.2 Hz, 3H), 1.47~1.40 (m,
1H).
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