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Progress on the Lewis-Basic Organocatalytic Asymmetric
Reduction of Imines

Ge, Xin*? Chen, Xinzhi” Qian, Chao™*?
(“ School of Chemical and Material Engineering, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122)
(® Key Laboratory of Biomass Chemical Engineering of Ministry of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310027)

Abstract Recently, the asymmetric reduction of imines catalyzed by Lewis-basic organocatalyst has been received much
attention as the cheap hydrogen source and the simple post treatment. Based on the different functional groups of organocata-
lysts, this paper introduced formamide, pyridine amide, sulfonamide, supported and other Lewis basic organocatalysts. The

structural characteristics, catalytic activity and mechanism of the Lewis-basic organocatalysts were summarized.
Keywords imine; Lewis-base; organocatalyst; asymmetric reduction

FHEAGE VIR T 75 A i B2 U 5B g DA Ab,
CAEARZ . Bk B IR INT SRR 245 A1 5
AL AT E ., (HAREEME, Hl 40%~50%
FHMA T UM A, RS F AN E
A& 1. 1973 4E, Kagan 255 Rh() T 1L B
TR N-5 22 0B B AR FROE SR R, 1551 50% ee
B (R TR, 332 SCHR AR (14 14 4] 0 A o R A Jit
R, 1991 4F, Bakos Z5UMG 22 Rl A1 111(25,48)-(— )-2,4-XL
(T HIE) L% (BDPP) 5 Rh(I)AC AL I 75 31 f fi Ak 71
F NERTRLHE R, EK-GHLAE R E2 T &
B 96% ee [RIXTIIERENE, (64500 f AR FRE JFEE T
RIIEHER. 205, AREI L . skt T
Pk % 4 U R AN KRR A AL, 45 44 Ti fik b
#(Buchwald)®. Ir-PHOX {1k 7] (Pfaltz)!"). Ir-f-
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A LN T REAL TR A R AN X R SR S, B A4y
B E A A S B RF IR A ML/ T A 70 2 R 5 1
A HL/N G5 1A TR R 28 FH T e A IV e A 0 B3 TR 1)
FH N> TS 2 Bk SR ey A 7T, X P 2R AL 77
It F B 05 70 3 & = S A e A Hantzsch B, % 5 Ay
BN FRIAB GRS S ST i1 RIS =&
kR i Si—H 8 AT & BT IR A HL/N 7> TR LIE
JFARBAL T H AR BRI A B K, M E
RN, BRI S, =R 25810 E
BURER= i, R GERIGEVEK . BB BRG] A,
PR IR =AU NaCl il Si0,, % T-Ab3, X ¥hsg
sl /N R, A WU B AR K, =50k
ot 9 S U5 ) AR A I Jig A 0] R 3 JiR S5 2 B A 2 AL

TE % 5 W A7 AL/ 737 A S A X R S5 e 8
AU, LMK ) H AN IR K 22 1) Matsumura ZN2H
2 [H Glasgow K] Malkov-Kocovsky /IN2H FlH [F )
5 FI0 A /N 2L RS I AR /N 2HL . AR SRR A [ ) 1t i B e
W, ¥ 28 5 oA LN T T AR 73 o TR R L itk
PG WRAREIL S . ARMEIE S LA A7 B Y B B Ay
WLN T HEALF(Bg. 1).

2
R SiHCI5 an-R
JJ\ - M
R Lewis base R
1 2

1 BABERRSEER S AR AL/ o F LT

E M Matsumura 25U V- RSl 25 A HL
INGTTFAREART 3 DAL W A RIS R G, — 4

-----

W 7T OO BEARAT A T — R 21 BL R A L
I3 FHEALF(Scheme 1). Malkov-Kocovsky™# 26 Fl 42
SR F R AR B N ER, ST N-FHE40
RIRBNEEATAED 4; 2 G IMEPISAEH HLAELT 3 2
fii BT G XMRET VU BE S, JEokM14E &
Matsumura 1 Malkov-Kocovsky [ TAE, AR RH
T IO BRI i T 250 A IR A A PR B AR W 140K 55, 18
ANE Ty U WO B, TN U SENIPEIE R, I
FHIL A A T N-FA R R e BRI e 507 A4 6%, ki 48 &
T GBI IRE S TCIR, Wit T N- I R R I T
FATEY 7% Z 5N T M R TR i R I
WE, AT N-FABEIRNE BR IR R AT A4 8 i 912627,
T AR A 7 ) i R A e, S 45 IV Jig 1) AN Bk 3 Ji B
FA RO BLERE . AR F R RS ) A LN
S FIE AN 2.
1.1 PR KRR SR B/ o F LT
2001 4F, Matsumura & L-E R H &, ST
— R4 N- TR I 2 R AT AR 3 R 10~11, A5 H Ay s
Gy WA LN AR, T A (R AR RGE TR
fedb R Bi(Eq. 2). S5 R 3 I H AT (% s e 1
(e 66% ee), PRI R AR, HIGHEDN i B
FIEIER: =S SRR RIE &, T E TR T
PN IERS AR B, HH TR AR b 0 2R R P R R (1)
RIRRECKR, SR B BARE, BTS2 E 22
HES ABRIN R M. BEI8 N-FHEB A RATAED 3
AL ee EARR G, [HEE & KA NN FHEAL
JSLFH B A RIS SR, 58T K 1) 2 i Bl
NG AR AR IR B AT AT AR

H
H
O H * N N (j\ffN Ph
H\«N $ N%O  — Q\( \© —— (Nj\m/ R —> N j’
NH HN—\\ ‘g’ 0 /g 0 /g lo)
00 /' o H SR H S0 H™ 0 @ "Ph
3 6 Ac
5 8
‘é_%N—R SOy(p-t-BuCeH) H
N N._Ph
—N 0 [ H N I
o] N.
H>: N Ph H/go © 07 ~Ph
aR=Ph H/go o Me
bR= 3,5-M8206H3
¢ R = 3,5-(t-Bu),CgHs 7 9
4
B 1 FEERG S 5 Weia Il N T AT A2
Scheme 1 Development of amide Lewis-basic organocatalysts
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10 mol% catalyst 3

N/© 1.5 equiv. SiHCI3 HN/©
: 2
DCM, r.t., 24 h ©/\

1a 2a
66% ee
) N
40 @ HE
PhN HN | ;P
o---Si cI
o-- s| /| cl
0
Cl
_( CI

mm&%%#m&ﬁTL%a%mi%qﬁ%m
FHEVUBERL 5 (Bq. 3), 1A FIAE N-J5 HE Ve (134 Ji
BB 77% ee HIRTBLEFENE. [RINZAMEACTIA 1
JERAIE R, AE AL SR AL BE ) N-75 5 3 B BRIV Ji
I, S B BRI T 51(78%~86% ee).

N Catalyst 5 HN/©
o

Ej)k 2 equiv. SiHCI; ©)

DCM,0°C, 16 h
1a

2a
77% ee

2009 4E, Schreiner Z£*8I7F N-HBL L Il 2 IR ATAEY) 3
PR B, FHERERE 3 KO EE e, &R
N-F B R IRATAY), A N-J5 B E )i s, U
T 68% ee XML FENE. 2012 4F Kanemitsu 252 F AR [A]
PRI N-FIBEE R RRATAEY 3 LI FBE, &
BT — RPN AT A 12, FRMEL N-J5 5
M IR IR, I - IR 22 F S R AT A2 ) 12 (1M AL
TR R, FLH o O R T AR s B 88% ee, {HAEFE
Yk S 1 54(Eq. 4).

1.2 BRI RERAEE SR AN/ o FHELF

2004 4E, Malkov ZP 0 A HG AR B RMA R, &
BT A NN T N-F SR RE G RAT A 4,
FHSRAEA N-J5 20 & (AN KRR B SR, X6 it B H 92%
(Eq. 5). W7t 25 SF 4 W S M I 4 A B 1 b S8 R e
T HARA 1S B =k B S M8, A N-F R i 2 R
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10 mol% catalyst 12h

O

©)‘\ DCM, r.t, 16 h ©)\
1a 2a
88% ee

H, b: R =Cbzc: R = Fmoc
Boc, e: R=Troc, f: R=Ac
Bz, h: R = Piv, i: R = trichloroacetyl

H
N
CW D
R g R
12
FTAEYD 3 19 30 A R AR S, 1 35 B2 R 9 38 1A i
EHLEEAS [F] BT, N-F RS R B 25T 2R 4 4b RIAL
H(Eq. 5): PINBERZ A A = Ak &, iEi T
=AU, TR R L ) S A 7 R AL T
WAL E B MIER; 53 AMEA TR T 55 & SRR 1) 75 7
WA - ZZ HARH, WTLLE Bt e i Hh el i v,
XREHRTREFAN S B, SR RB A S T
e )RR T T R, MEN T &R . BARZE
THE A ) A S e AN 3o R I SR A R 5 3, ee L B3¢m0 AT
15 92%, {Ha2 N-HERAa BRI M AT AR 4 o2 A R BR
PR, 528645 B R PR e it 5 A PR T JEE 4 v 1
BIRF ERFEEL, mRRE T F2dey & ELE, W

St B PR AR AR O,
HN” i

N/© 10 mol% catalyst 4
1.5 iv. SIHCI
equiv. SiHCI3 ®)
or-20°C, 16 h

Toluene, r.t.
1a 2a

up to 92% ee

noun

arene-arene
interactions

2007 4E, Malkov 2500 a- 54 R N JERLZ 1
ANKI IR JF Ak B PR e, SR V- R R4 R
BERISATA D) 4b Fl de AT, AL o-FARTT i
IS FRIE R, XoF B i 8 1 B i AT I8 96% ee. B-ZFETR
TERZRAE] ZHIN, B-2 RS W2 6 & FH p-
FILFR I E B FRL 2008 4E, iZ/NHAPUIIH L N-F L4
AR RATAEY) de AE M, X0 B4 R 2R A
S-TE I RN - BN I 15 A R IE TR AT 7T, B

Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2016, 36, 1208~1217
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FHATF I RN, e FE 1% (Egs. 6, 7).

AT AP
N 5 mol% catalyst 4 HN ©
0 MOT7e Calalyst =
Ar 2.0 equiv. SiHCI, Ar
Cl Toluene, r.t.,, 24 h cl
13 14

up to 96% ee

NHPMP 5 mol% catalyst 4¢ NHPMXP
kax WLY @
R 2.0 equiv. SiHCI; R
1.0 equiv. AcOH
15 Toluene, r.t.,, 48 h 16
X =CO,Et, CN 59% ~ 90% ee

1.3 FAEBRIRAEER 2888 H H IR BN/ o F L

2006 4F, PMaELEP2E Matsumura F1 Malkov TAE [
Fefith ER R R I TL oA B2 NI R 5 1T 4 2 R 1)
B ZENIPE R 55, 18 BOAAS 218 & (R0 ok 6. A
I, ARATE BRI TR N T AR, TR E R
Wk, §1% 7T —RY] N-FEEIRGE BRI RATAEY) 8, 7T
DL i ik St I S5 V-0 2 0z (B = 96% ee). 1
AR & PR, 0T R8I i, 473498 v] A
SRR B A M ik B PE(87%~95% ee); TLHNT TR CE
B, RMEEBCA AR SRR R, WRA
D HAE AR Z 0T LTS B G0 b ) e B BEPE. 2007 4R 1%
TR PTIE N- R BEIR e R BRI 2R AT A4 8 LAk b, %
T TR 9, TZAEAGTIRT DL R i 2 A s 2R 1Y
AN FRAE JE T R AR . 2013 4F, A A 104k skt T N-FF
eI WE BR IR R AT A 8 A B T N-HR e DR E iR 77 2 I i
FEAGTR 19, X BuIE M e vk 93%, (X T Ik
Tl IV fie P o) BR G 36 P 22 (Eq. 8).

A
N 8,9 0r 19 i

it 1 ®

R2 2.0 equiv. SIHCI;, DCM, 0°C  R' “R2

R

H” S0 9'¢hH
Ac |
8 9 19

87% ~ 96% ee 83% ~ 93% ee up to 93% ee

Tk G RS B A RSB YR E, A
T RARA WU B 24 7. 3 H-P5| W () AN 0o BRI S5 2 il 4%
T A B B E R, 2011 4F, FMEsED)
FHESERT N-FBORIE BRI RATAEY) 22, SEELXS 3H-
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WMk 20 FIAXIFRIEIR, RIURFIINA R Ttk 3H-
W51, I IKAE R IR, B EN 93% ee HIXT B
EFEE(Eq. 9).

)
MOM R
Ny_R2 22
e R 9
H N

3.0 equiv. SiHCl3 N
20 1.0 equiv. Water
CHCl,, 0°C, 24 h 2

up to 93% ee

/N HPIZERR N T 7S TOH 11 4R M AL T 08 I
MRS, 2N TEIRRACE N JTIRIER, i
TURFER 4 feAH —DNEIRT, ANTTIRER ERA TR
B 8], H & 1 V- F IR R BRI R AT A 7,
XEFRALRE A N-75 2 3 B SR 2 AT LAIE. 97 %R0 1k
HFENE(Eq. 10). IZAEAL AR RIS T T % %0 A 2k AR
TR, TRIA LR R RN XT 7 ) X R R R RLARCK,
IR AT T S AT R SCR Iz v 1 T SR 4]

N/© HN/© (10)

2.0 equiv. SiHCI;, DCM, 0 °C
R1J\ R2 a 3 R1/LR2

10 mol% catalyst 7

17a 18a
up to 97% ee

2 MEEEERR SR 5 AR AL/ S F AL

PR Ik Jie 25 % 5 Wi A7 ML/ T A ) i s ok 32 22
ST AR B SR 454, 5 b R i — LS mf Fe 2 AT IR
CAME e 1) oG R i 4R, lid 51N B e RAB R v
Bt () FLTCER, e DU Pt Ji 25 2% ) sl A AL/ 3 1)
R B ).

2006 4F, Matsumura /)>2H Y DL o B 28,
Wit 7T —RER A . B, BE=ERERIK N-
ML I P g ML s e 3T 22 40 23, FH 5 2 I 0 e PO A s R
SRR L, TR axt i By S BY, WMok Rt i A
AT LA R 80%. 1%/ Ik SLAG N [ iE B e | 1 fr A
FRESLFR A M IGER, mered B AR B RA
JR¥ SR, m =R aE, RENEEL T Z
ZUR T, BRI LA R EES, EA
Z (B 73 (Al FEAE 15 0 VS B AN IS A fRE, [OWE
[ FE =R R LA S BN FE (Eq. 11).

2006 4E, FRERHFECTE 3,5 IR E M-
NI R I e T AR 23 ERRER, &R T N-MEEE

http://sioc-journal.cn/ 1211



BiliLE FIRSiHR
B 5N 90% ee FRIXTILIE PR (Eq. 13).
-~ N
N I ? OPiv
Ph N 3
R2 HO Ph R2 @\H/
23 HN” = N
B8 (11 N
Ar R’ 1.5 equiv. SiHCI3 Ar R? O Ph
DCM, rt, 4 h PMP HO pn ~PMP
24 25 N 29 HN

JEm g BEfiT AR 26, FHRAEAL -1 IEIRERSS 27 (AT
FRIGJE N, it Wk B RS 2 7 5 FhF 1 p-IE R R
R 28(H 51 96% ee), (HIE LM T EIEH T N-J5 &
77 TV (Eq. 12).

B
NG Q
0 Ar
HO Ar

Ar2\ Ar = 3,5-M9206H3 2
NH o 26 ASNH O

(12)
Ar'! J\)J\OMe

N
1
Ar OMe 5 equiv. SiHCls, CHCI

-30°C, 24 h
27 28

up to 96% ee

2010 4E, Z/NHPHZERNG N-HnE BRI g B AT AR
W 26 4L N-75 5-0- W HLFRBE R A KT IR SR, (E 2%
Wik B IR AR, DR M e 3R -4- $2 - L- il U R L
KA T H N-IEE et v e AT £ 29, $R4E T —
Pt Wk B PE ML % a-BEIREEZE 31 M7 ik(Rm A
93% ee). FMEA-1,5-FIFEA-2-T B A ZFRE
YriE P, AT CAFH SR £ AR R AN P 20 AT TR 6 2R
[PI[1,4] — % 4% -2- [ () AS X6 Bk Ol TR 2 3Rk 15 F 1% —
H-1,5-K 9 R A 2- BB B IE 1R, 2011 4E, TKE%
HFEEBOLRL NI I R W e AT A2 4 29 T 2291 [6][1,4]
TR E TR, e AR E] 97% ee M
SRR, 2011 4F, PMESERI 22 A iz L 29,
SEHLNF 3H-MIE ARSI RRIE R, LAOKAE s ngaes, B

1212 http:/sioc-journal.cn/
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13
| omt Ar/'\n/OEt (13)
Ar 2 equiv. SiHCl5, CH,Cl,

o) -40°C, 24 h 0

3
30
up to 93% ee

2009 4, Gautier 25 Matsumura 255111 V-
N B i e i e AT 2 23 R E, K SR B N-H
FEUKIRIL 32, FF N-5 R WL A FRIEIR, FTigr =4
LRIy S Y, IR TR =) ee fHN 85%. 2012 4F,
MRS P I E ZEALF) 32, 752K H R BhAIE PR S
T N-Joe (Bl 05 Jk)-B-05 Bk (BIE 5 ) 475 i I B 288 (1) AN 6 R
W5, KWL R B R E 94% (Eq. 14).

/
N
43
/@ 0 Ph
N 32

HO pn

HN :
(14)
2 equiv. SiHCl3
DCM, 0°C, 4 h

1a 2a
85% ee

2007 4FEFKBEME N IZE N-RH I B i I e AT A
SEht I, TR0 s R FOCIAE 42, SR T NS
PR BN, BT N-MnE BRI R s 2R pE A7) 33, 4
b N-J5 36 RE (AT FRIE R, 7T LAR 3] 95% ee XTI
EETE, AR TN R L. 2008 4E, %/NHPTEHR A
B 33 ML N-T5 JE-o- TR IR 2 A 0 FRIE TR,
RIS WO R 72% ee. T A K FFHEBE
i AN — S Rk EL A R A, EEA SRR
5 HE AR . 2010 45K IR MEE UG 1H 4 FH N-IHE e P e
PR S R SR ABAL T 33 AN RIS L - 5 i A s g
WRRATAEYD, WCRL I 98%, X Wik #1435l m ik
97% ee 1 93% ee (Eq. 15).

2011 4, SKIEMESEIILLERY 5 159 10 & B & P A ik
35 MR, it A AR A IS B ) % 75 21 3 P ke
J 25 5 5y WAL 57 37 (Scheme 2), LI T o- LA
Be-p-17 e 38 HIA KRB, LA 99% AL ZE L 93% %}
WO R 91 © 9 FYAENT WS A PR 13 BUAH R a- 2.1 4R
Fop- R BB EATAEY 39, I HEAT LA B S
RN 5% 40 (Scheme 3). %6 2 Wil f6 1k 7k 5 B89 5
MURF, RNZAFIRA, NI a-fR ik -p- R IEBRATAE

Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2016, 36, 1208~1217



Chinese Journal of Organic Chemistry

REVIEW

N
O

HO Ph
33

N~ HN
R1/.\

Ar

7~

(15)
2 equiv. SiHCl,, CHCl, R2
17 -10°C, 24 h 34

61% ~ 95% ee

| X
N/ O\n/OEt
o O
~—OH
8 Et;N, DCM
HO  NH,
35
O,N X
I R
N (0]
—OH HCHO o) J
3 0 . O
ud AN BF3.Et,0
N/ \ O2N 37
36 —

B2 B S A LN AT 37 I K

Scheme 2 Synthesis of Lewis-basic organocatalyst 37

Wik R it 7ORT T ik

|\
7 O\n/OEt
0 O
—OH
: Et;N, DCM
HO  NH,
35
O,N Ny
N 0
~—OH HCHO 0 P
SO0 o
IARN BF;.EL,0
N/ \ OZN 7
36 = 3

B3 KEZBEE 40 (95K
Scheme 3  Synthesis of the taxol side chain 40

2011 4E, Guizzetti 25178 N-NH I o B bR B S A Ak
71 33 Bt LA R N-(4-50) MHE P T i JRR S S fEE A5 41,
AL N-SFE-B- I RETRE S 42 (IARRFRIEIR, /15 T &
1 99% ee FINTHRIESEE, SR 5 INEE R G FR 5 L AR,
A] DASRAS St (BT B 2L B-Z BE R TiE 44 (Scheme 4).
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N
e
R? HO °h R2
X 5 :
R OR 3 equiv. SiHCI;, DCM R1/\)J\0Me
43

42 0°C, 18h

Cl
=
N

N

R' = Ar,Alky up to 99% ee
R?=H,Me
R3= Me, t-Bu
Pd/C, H, l;le (6]
e . :
RV\)J\OMe
44

B4 p-FIEMREE 44 (5K

Scheme 4 Synthesis of f-enamino esters 44

3 WHABtRR R S AE AN F LT

FEm AN — T R A R TFIES TR T); 5
— 7, WIEFE AT O IE R A MR,
S B T DASE 5 S RS ME AL AR SR . 2006 4F, FMiE
SELOLYE P PR FER B DURUT 56 RIS o 4, Wit T
B S-RUT FE VR i S T Wb A AL 7] 45, DA =S
BERNEIR, T N-J5 8L WL A FRIE R SR, HIFE S
VR PR M B AE AN FRIE SR o L R A, R SR
P I FEVE R IA 93% ee (Eq. 16).

0 OH
s.
Z H axX=H
bX=F
A
JNJ\,Ar 45 X H/l'\l\’ r
(16)
1 2
R TR? 2 equiv. SIHCl3, DCM R" R
17 -20°C, 4 h 18

up to 93% ee

2008 4% /N VSt gy 0 5 A A A 7 o 1 B A
F, HEM T SOSAHLER(EE 1): ZEHEA SR B S-RL T 3
SV P e A i 5 WAL 7R 45 M AT RE AR X T
WLER 3 A = SRR e, T XUor T IS 32 T AR S R 2k
(91 T SV A FH 2 . R i /N B T EA AU
SERE S-RUT BV 1 2 6 B ndie A0 7] 46, AL AT
N-J5 85 BE WL A KRR R L, 3RAF L 96% ee )
X LR (Bg. 17).

2008 AFEPME /NI N T REEE AR R T A S
[ = Rt = S B2 N S 7B TR e = SRR O
GO AIE 1 ¥ NV Tk Tk i S iy ST mT DA A ST P A X R S
DRI, R SR T 268 S0 AR P e 2 5 ) N 38 V- HR T S i R A4

http://sioc-journal.cn/ 1213
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Bl 1 45 s FEHLE
Figure 1 Proposed binding pattern of 45

i
A § (CHp)s—N~5"
r ~N— — /
N~ NTTER [~ A
HN
46
wﬂm2 ) an
17 2 equiv. SiHCl3, DCM R "R
-20°C, 24 h 18

up to 96% ee

A3 R, BRZET B, BT N-(S)BUT T
TR IR S R BR T AR 47, AL N-Joe 32 S0 e (R A X6 B
5, WL B B R A 96% ee (Eq. 18).

§
N
‘%ﬁbo
Alkyl Alkyl
N N

47 N

: (18)
R R 2.0 equiv. SHCI, toluene R R
48 0°C, 24 h 49

up to 96% ee

T A ARIE R 1) 5 T -2 IR A R K B
FAUME, 2011 4F, FMe 0K N-(S)FUT I S Tk i J2 Py
KAIRITAEY 50, 1L N-Fidk-p-i A& LIRS 51 1A%
FRIEJR, PR ik B B = N 97% ee, FHHRILK
AR I NS AL TS P O B2 = IR EE B (Bq. 19).

2
R\
NH O 50 R2
N
WA\me — NH O  (19)
3 equiv. SiHCI, /\)J\ s
51 1 equiv. H,0 R’ OR
R'=Ar, yl toluene, -40 °C, 24 h 52
R? = Alkyl 73% ~ 98% yield

up to 97% ee

4 3FELRR K 5 TR AL/ o FHEWLS

ECB I TR 2K« ML IGE P e SR A SIE T P e 2K i
Dy JTA AL/ T REALTR A T BRI R A i &, (H2

1214 http:/sioc-journal.cn/
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AL R I RE R, — e AR BhRE 2K 1 5 Wil AT WL/ 2>
T AT 3 T AW A R Al AR

2006 4, Malkov Z5ECON5E 1 H — il 57 e k- e =A% )
B i 2 Wil A ML N> FREAF) 53, itk N-J7 2T
[ 17 BIAXFRIEIR, 132]E0E 87% ee X BRIEFEME,
PRI TR R Y, AE2 AN s BR T 5 75 % (Eq.
20). iZ/NHPEH T ESKRRE 2), R TS5
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Figure 2 A plausible transition state for imine reduction with 53
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