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A Novel Synthetic Route for Berberine Chloride

Chen, Cheng Luo, Zhuoma
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(College of Chemistry & Environment Protection Engineering, Southwest University for Nationalities, Chengdu 610041)

Abstract Berberine chloride was synthesized starting from pyrocatechol in overall 13.6% yield. The key steps include a

Hofmann rearrangement, chloromethylation, nucleophilic substitution, hydrolysis, decarboxylation, and cyclization. All of
intermediates were determined by '"H NMR, *C NMR, MS techniques.
Keywords pyrocatechol; 3,4-methylenedioxyphenylethylamine; berberine chloride; synthesis
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IR, SRIE AN 3-34- T H AR E)
IR (6), 3-(3,4-3F FF 48 3 2K 58 ) T T2 73 440 Tk e b 7 2
3-(3,4-0 F A ORI Nt (D), BAE RS EHE
BEOE R PAA 3,4-TH AR M, i
B, R, EREEmEE . B RAEE R
SRR MR b, B T AR I IE R A U R L
(Scheme 1). %4 LLILAS T ML IR JF R}, TERPE %14
TE & R AT BRI R NAR 1,3-2K 9 S AR
1#5(2), P& S B B S B A 3 5-GUH 2E-1,3- 2K 9F
FIRRHEG3), RIF5H R = OBRE ZFEANER
M SERIAE R EY) 4, AR TR, Bkl
SRR A 5~7, thE) 7B E K2 EHE
(A 3,4-F H AR O E(8), mEH T4 A L
RERRIEIER 1.
1 GHR5TR
1.1 5-8HEN - FH -SRI KER)ERK
%iﬁwmﬁﬁ,%%é%z%ﬁﬂyﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ
RS SRR, WRERA ZnCl, VSR ED) 3,
(LG R IR R NATE A Bl 2. N T REE
FH Ak SO (AU, FRAT TN 122 G PR 3 Ak S B3R AT 2% A AT
T B8 T RNYE T S ISCR R (R 1).
SERERW, B PIRE, AW 3 MR AR,
JEHE— BT T 2 BB S5 2 (IR L HZ S N,
RIREIR, RIS ISR %5 2 R PS5 0E 2 19
BRI n, (242 R HEES0EY 2 MRk
10 B, LAY 3 MICRIE TR Fik, (&% 3 1
BN A S HAONIER RNEE N 0~5 C.
SSESTEA 9 hy 2R HEESLEY 2 MR LE N 8, 7

@Z:%G@ o e

TR, (LAY 3 RN 102.8% (3K 1, Entry 7).

1 LS 3 KRB
Table 1 Optimization study on the preparation of 3

<Oj© Conditions <oj©/\CH2C|
o} o}
2 3

Entry (CH,0),/equiv. Time/h  7/C Yield“/%
1 1.1 9 25~30 45.0
2 1.1 9 15 50.0
3 1.1 9 0~5 57.0
4 1.6 9 0~5 59.2
5 4 9 0~5 91.6
6 6 9 0~5 97.9
7 8 9 0~5 102.8
8 10 9 0~5 87.7
9 20 9 0~5 82.7

RGO,
1.2 3-B4-TR-SFEFE)REHR(7)MERK

TEALEY) 6 LAY 7 AT REH (Eq. 1), T
S DUR 2B AT, 2 MR N 150~160 C,
{HAEZ R NIRE IR EAFaE, B A s k. 1
HRZES T, NTIHEWEY 6 Hibx 4, RN
T BEAWANINR &R, AR T A=, X% %
NFIAS A, BT F B A A e A7 & A &4
7, RN 79%.

o) 0
<Oj©/\)LOH Conditions <Oj©/\)\ NH, (1)
o) o)

6 7
COOEt (4
COOEt

0 COOH j@/\)\ j©/\)\
o) COOH

; .

e Mg
o OMe

Reagents and conditions: (a) CH,Cl,, DMSO, NaOH, 80 C, 4 h, 83.9%; (b) (CH,0),, HCI, PhCHs, 0~5 °C, 9 h, 63.1%; (c) C;HsONa,
CHo(COOC;Hs),, 60 °C, 9 h, 99.1%; (d) NaOH, HCI, reflux, 6 h, 75.3%; () CsHsCl, 130 C, 5 h, 79.4%; (f) HCONH,, 180 C, 8 h, 79.0%; (g)
NaCIO, C,HsOH, NaOH, 0~80 C, 24 h, 93.2%; (h) 2,3-dimethoxybenzaldehyde, CH;OH, NaBH,, 70~105 ‘C, 10.5 h, 95.7%; (i) HCOOH,
CHOCHO, CuSO0;, 60 C, 4.5 h, 60.0%.

B 1 EHRREERK AN
Scheme 1 Synthesis of berberine chloride
http://sioc-journal.cn/ 1427
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1.3 34-MHRZFEKZEREOB)IERK

MG 8 MG O AR, FRATESA RN
JFRIREI . A5 AR TRV U, R I NN-
5 F R i (DMF) ¥ 7B SR AR AN IR, DAY &k
W (THF) AV I = WA 45.4%. A BV o 11
T I REAN RS, R IR AL 2R R R i vy S
5 R CREAE RN, 2 4 BeE = 1) & B (2-(CR 3F
[d1[1,3] 23R 005 -5-38) 3 R L H IR 2.8 (10), 1M
MK IR B A S AR B, %R PR RS K AR
A &%) 8( 2, Entries 5~6), R B E 1. Kt
BATVEFE WA R R S 7, A AR I 5k} 56 42
AL R A R F IR ER G, 7 RN K s M i R A R Ak
BNIIRE, —HA RN RIS .G 8, IR N 93.2%(FR
2, Entry 6).

K2 GG 8 KRB
Table 2 Optimization study on the preparation of 8

0O
<Oj©/\)\NH2 Conditions <Oj©/\/ NH, .
(0] o
7 8
H OEt
<Oj©/\/ \"/
o o
10
Entry Solvent NaOH/%  5.5% NaClO/mL Yield/%
1 — 10 2 35.0
2 THF 10 2 454
3 DMF 10 2 —
4 IPA 10 2 55.6
5 ET 10 2 67.3
6 ET 40 2 93.2
2 #Hig
AR T — SR EIER B HIRTIR L, ZBR L LLL

ARy NFEIRFRL, DL 3-(3,4-T0 1 4 3R A N R A 3,4-
M AR SO S R AR 9 20 RS R T R
WIER. HInUEWA R AS RSN k. mn
R AT RAE. ZBS LRI RL 513 DR BRAER
Tk A R EE R SUL AN AI AL N, B E R &
sk bk, RTENE R IOE R R — KA
By S B RN, 1%L Tk N M E i 5

R,
3 SCISER4SY

3.1 UESHFA
'H NMR. "“C NMR ] Agilent-400 (400 MHz)%!#%
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REFEARAC 72, TMS 1E AR, CDCl; 5% de-DMSO fE#%571;
JF i LCQ ADVANTAGE MAX; ¥4 £ SGW-4 &1
P 25 S A 52 (LS TR AR IE). H A l5R85 h E =
SMTAiRF, Rtk .

3.2 XWHE

32,1 1,3-3R3F Z AR (2) 896 %

B JLEE(10.0 g, 0.0909 mol)iAFT 15.0 mL —HI 3
SEHAH, 15 LA — F I KA TR, ARECE A AN (8.50
g,0.213 mol). 35.0 mL —HIEEWFAK. 23.0 mL & F ¥,
MM, Z RN LA B — F RS, K4
W2 h, WNEE)E, gkEAE 80 CA&AF FHiHEIRIE 4
h. TR G, dREEpideinh, #HBIET 130 CHMH4T
HEAT /KRR RN, L8 98~104 CIE4y, FE D HANL
EE LA T, 15 9.32 g ToEIHeIR A 2112 iR
N 83.9%. '"H NMR (CDCl;, 400 MHz) §: 5.94 (s, 2H),
6.83 (s, 4H); °C NMR (CDCls;, 100 MHz) o: 147.4, 121.7,
108.7, 100.6.

322 5-RFA-13-RHF = AL (3) 49 &

FREUE A 2 (10.0 g, 0.0820 mol). £ JE FHI%(19.7 g,
0.656 mol). 80.0 mL FRE T /R JfEH, T 0~5 CHk
PRI 155 mL K ERER, K200 2 h, W5EE kR
N.7h AEEE, 7R HAEIUZ. KZH PR
IR0 mLX3). &IANE, BHRKHK. HWAH
NaHCOs. /KEEAWLZEMIRER 3 X, S HEVZE,
FTEKIREREN T4, BIIEAIE 144 g B AR,
W 102.8%. W= VdEAT I8k 2818, W8k 138~
150 “C (0.098 MPa)[f1#4), £39.1 g a4 31,
&4 63.1%. '"H NMR (CDCls, 400 MHz) 6: 4.51 (s,
2H), 5.96 (s, 2H), 6.75~6.88 (m, 3H); °*C NMR (CDCl,,
100 MHz) d: 148.0, 147.9, 131.3, 122.4, 109.2, 108.3,
101.4, 46.7.

323 2-{[GA4-BF _AE)RA|FA IR R _CHE
(4)89 5 A&

FREL4: JR89(0.594 g, 0.0258 mol). 16.0 mL /K2
e BT =30, Hl% OB, T 60 CHEFEAMF T
TIPS R — 1§ (4.30 mL, 0.0283 mol), KZIiE M 30
min. AL FEZ R, FHiNtkEY 3 4.00 g,
0.0235 mol)¥& %) 1 h, FATFEIFIRML 8 h. fHAZEH 4
BEfa, IONGEERIEIK, REH R CERAER, &IFF
WLEZ, HTCKBREREN T, BeT )5 RN PP R — .
Mg, 15 6.83 g LEHRBA 41 iR 99.1%. 'H
NMR (CDCls, 400 MHz) d: 1.21~1.30 (m, 6H), 3.06 (d,
J=17.6 Hz, 2H), 3.52 (t, J=7.8 Hz, 1H), 4.14~4.22 (m,
4H), 6.78~6.87 (m, 3H); *C NMR (CDCls, 100 MHz) §:
168.8, 147.7, 146.3, 131.6, 121.9, 109.3, 108.3, 100.9,

Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2016, 36, 1426~1430
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61.5,54.2,34.5, 14.1; ESI-MS m/z: 295.15 ((M+H] ).
324 2-{[B4-2F —AM)KRA|FT A A BRG)H &
R

TER e R 2 ERIRA S, FREULEY) 4 (10.5
g, 0.0541 mol). 64.0 mL15% IS E LA E T Heil
o, [ 6 h, AA, 5% EhIRERILE pH=2.0~3.0
A, OB, &I, ISR RN T,
JET-EIS 6.40 g B EA 5, =2 75.3%, m.p. 151~
154 CCCErE!™ 154~156 °C); 'H NMR (DMSO-ds,
400 MHz) d: 2.98 (d, J=8 Hz, 2H), 3.57 (t, J=7.8 Hz,
1H), 6.78~6.87 (m, 3H), 12.71 (br s, 2H); *C NMR
(DMSO-ds, 100 MHz) 0: 170.6, 147.4, 146.1, 132.5, 122.1,
109.5, 108.4, 101.1, 54.0, 34.3; ESI-MS m/z: 237.08 ((M—
H] ).
325 3-34-LW —AAFE)FR(6)89 5 R

FREUAL A 5 (6.38 g, 0.0268 mol). 40.0 mL S A&
TRBOEH, 72 130 C&AFTHFE 5 h, f R BRA A
J&, B S% A AN L E pH=10.0 &if7, F#E
J& 53 R AKARFIA LA, AU R KB (20 mL X 2),
G IR, F 5%ERFRIR kK AH 2 pH=4.0 £ 45, 7 H [
i, EYEEDAR 4.13 g IREEAE K 6, 73N 79.4%, m.p.
81~84 C(OLHRE! 80~82 C); '"H NMR (CDCls, 400
MHz) d: 2.62 (t, J=7.6 Hz, 2H), 2.86 (t, J=7.6 Hz, 2H),
5.95 (s, 2H), 6.76~6.81 (m, 3H); *C NMR (CDCl, 100
MHz) 6: 179.5, 147.7, 146.1, 134.0, 121.2, 108.8, 108.4,
100.9, 36.0, 30.4; ESI-MS m/z: 193.12 ((M—H]).
32.6 3-34-EF ZAAFRL)FEME(T)49 &R

PRI &Y 6 (1.00 g, 0.00515 mol). HIEEA(3.00
mL, 0.0755 mol)E T i, 7£ 180 CH A T itk 8
h, FERBRAEIE, —XKIIN 70 mL 7K, J SRA
LR LRI =R (50 mL X 3), &3 A HUAH, A ash
KPR, BHAFTK NaSO, T, sk, &
FIEIEIET, 19 0.786 g KRB AR 7, IR 79.0%,
m.p. 121~124 CCCHERE" 122 “C); 'H NMR (CDCl,
400 MHz) &: 2.49 (t, J=7.6 Hz, 2H), 2.89 (t, J=7.6 Hz,
2H), 5.92 (s, 2 H), 6.65~6.74 (m, 3H); *C NMR (CDCl;,
100 MHz) &: 174.5, 147.7, 146.0, 134.5, 121.2, 108.9,
108.4, 100.9, 37.9, 31.2; ESI-MS m/z: 192.08 ((M—H]").
327 34-F — R AR TI(8)89 4K

X 3.00 mL 5.5% K AR 3.00 mL 10%5
ANVE R E T RIS, REFRBIHAE 0~5 C,
FREUL A4 7 (0.300 g, 0.00155 mol)iAfRAE 6 mL B
W, R A B — O R SO, 3 R AR PR R
SRS R 5E A AR OB JEORE S8 A A R R IS,
N\ 6 mL 50% A AN, TEPTE 80 C A T IR

Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2016, 36, 1426~1430
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24 h. B )5 ER T e OB, TR 100 mL /K f#E
&, A CEBEAER (20 mLX3), &HANE, FAKHEQRO
mL X2). A& /K ¥ 20 mLX2), A HLAHH LK
Na,SO, T, ek, GHIEHHET, 4 0239 %
TR 8%, % 93.2%. '"H NMR (CDCls, 400
MHz) 6: 2.66 (t, J=6.8 Hz, 2H), 2.90 (t, J=6.8 Hz, 2H),
5.92 (s, 2H), 6.64 (d, J=7.6 Hz, 1H), 6.69 (s, 1H), 6.74 (d,
J=8 Hz, 1H); *C NMR (CDCl;, 100 MHz) ¢: 147.6,
145.9, 133.5, 121.6, 109.1, 108.2, 100.8, 43.6, 39.6; ESI-
MS m/z: 166.16 ((M~+H]").

32.8 N-Q23-=FAAFH)34-F — AL RKTHE©9)
89 B AR,

PRI &Y 8 (6.30 g, 0.0382 mol). 2,3- - FIGIEHE
F%(6.30 g, 0.0380 mol) & T MjfH, 7E 105 CafF
N 0.5 h, BfEAEIEZEER, A ST mL g, 4%
Y NaBH, (0.800 g, 0.0211 mol), 7£ 70 ‘CHIZAET
SR 10 he IR T e AR Z RITEE, FREYH 20
mL K& R G CBEAERL(S0 mL X 3), &HENZE, H
20 mL /K% EAEERKPEQO mLX2), HHHHILK
Na,SO, T8, I uEstsk, GHIERIHRET, 15 11.5 g%
B HRBA 9% % 95.7%. 'H NMR (CDCls, 400
MHz) d: 2.52 (s, 2 H), 2.75 (t, J=7.2 Hz, 2 H), 2.84 (t, J=
6.8 Hz, 2H), 3.80 (s, 3 H), 3.85 (s, 3H), 5.90 (s, 2H),
6.62~6.72 (m, 3H), 6.83~6.86 (m, 2H), 7.00 (t, J=8.0
Hz, 1H); “C NMR (CDCl;, 100 MHz) §: 152.5, 147.5,
147.2, 145.8, 133.6, 1332, 123.8, 121.7, 121.5, 111.4,
109.0, 108.1, 100.7, 60.6, 55.6, 50.4, 48.4, 35.8; ESI-MS
m/z: 316.21 ((M+H]").

329 5,6-=#.-9,10-=F A KK (g)1,3-RH &%
(5,6-a)"% "% 28R 25 (1) 89 & A&

FREX 6.60 mL 88% HH I it B 4 (1.23 g, 0.00771 mol)
IIN R, #idE, FHEZE 55 CHRERIK 0.5 h, I
ANEEH) 9 (1.32 g,0.00419 mol). 1.10 mL 40% 2, &%
W, FAHEZE 100 CKM 4 h, fERMNEFEFIZ FFIE
BN EEER, (IR 50 min, IO 0.10 mL ¥#EEFR,
F% 50 min J&, I 0.10 mL WKEEEE, FFE 1 h )5, A
0.10 mL & LR, FFFR 1 h, M 0.10 mLiKEhER, FHIRIE
SN 20 min. FEFEAEIZ 0 CLULF, 3E, H 5% bk
VEZE pH=2.0, I T3 R BOE T . BRI
M SR KR BRIR, AR SE K E L &, FHE
& 75~80 C, f£IE 1 h, REMANEMLFGIAE pH=
8.0~8.5 I uE, IEUFH UKL, TRl S5IERA I
J& FH 10%£5 R 1H 2 pH=2.0, =iRAE 8 h, LIk, JEDt
KBS, T T8, B0 RSBREER, 5
0.839 g B[ 1A 121 i 60.0%. m.p. 195~197 “C(L

http://sioc-journal.cn/ 1429
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BRI 196~197 “C); '"H NMR (DMSO-d,, 400 MHz) 6:
3.19~3.22 (t, J=5.8 Hz, 2H), 4.07 (s, 3H), 4.10 (s, 3H),
4.88~491 (t, J=6 Hz, 2H), 6.18 (s, 2H), 7.09 (s, 1H),
7.80 (s, 1H), 7.09 (s, 1H), 7.99~8.01 (d, J=8.8 Hz, 1H),
8.20~8.22 (d, J=8.8 Hz, 1H), 8.94 (s, 1H), 9.89 (s, 1H);
3C NMR (DMSO-d;, 100 MHz) &: 150.8, 150.1, 148.0,
145.8, 144.0, 137.8, 133.3, 131.0, 127.0, 123.9, 121.8,
120.8, 120.6, 108.8, 105.8, 102.5, 62.3, 57.4, 55.5, 26.7;
ESI-MS m/z: 337.18 ((M~+H]").

i B4 £} (Supporting Information) =41 1 [A]{4 ]
A% i VL e 0 i e . X e R T DA B 9 AT A
(http://sioc-journal.cn/) . N K.
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