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Synthesis and Self-Assembly of Alternating Amphiphilic
Copolymer with Azobenzene Pendants

Wu, Jiacheng Liu, Zhenghui Yao, Yuan Lin, Shaoliang*

(Shanghai Key Laboratory of Advanced Polymeric Materials, School of Materials Science and Engineering,
East China University of Science and Technology, Shanghai 200237)

Abstract A novel alternating amphiphilic copolymer poly(tetra glycol-a-N,N-bis[2-(1H-1,2,3-triazol-1-yl)ethyl]-4-phenyl-
diazenyl-aniline) [P(EG4-a-NAzo)] with azobenzene pendants was synthesized through the azide-alkyne click reaction, in
which the hydrophilic unit was tetra glycol (EG4) and N,N-bis[2-(1H-1,2,3-triazol-1-yl)ethyl]-4-phenyldiazenyl-aniline (NAzo)
performed the hydrophobic unit. P(EG,;-a-NAzo) could self-assemble into worm-like aggregate in aqueous solution with ini-
tially low concentration. Because of its unique alternating topologies, the azobenzene moiety of P(EG4-a-NAzo) micelle could
not pile up orderly. This novel azobenzene copolymer has arisen new thoughts and approaches for the molecular design of
photo-functional polymers.

Keywords click reaction; alternating copolymer; azobenzene; self-assembly
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B B AR BRI EE PSR L B LR R (=480 &
TEARE . L) [P(EGs-a-NAzo)], H A EG, #E BN
F/KEEEL, NAzo #EBUE i /KEEE. P(EG4-a-NAzo)r] LA
TEARIR FE VW A 41 28 ek HUIR SRR SR B R AL 5T
KIL, P(EGs-a-NAzo) B A Kk L AMAE RS54,
TRUR LR 25 FE 200, R AR U 46 1 W i e i A
BRABE 405 nm 4, H a-n L85 n-n LHEH D ES,
FoM =R # IR R I 5. [, P(EGy-a-NAzo)RFik
()28 & 40 b S5 A A 4518 UK B A ME DU 7 52 4, IRtk
P(EG4-a-NAzo) [ i A 7K I H 1) 48 A e R i i 5
N,N-— F 2 H 5t e (DMIF ) ¥ R W S e AR B, LR R
MRS, P(EGs-a-NAzo) [N & & T T
BERPITCH RGN SR, AMUNDReR L &
SLERDTE T AN G AL TR R, O AR AR
LRI R FH SR A 07 S .

1 &R511R

1.1 2EERMERFMERZELRY P(EGs-a-NAZo)
B & R R FRAE

W52 B I BY) P(EGy-a-NAzo) 1) & ik 28 4n
Scheme 1 Fizx. HHB/KBEITCEARABKH NN-—
£ LI NE(N-phenyl diethanolamine)fE Ny [ WY, i
T S0F FE 2R B SU(TsCH B BT A B LB, AR5 A
R A AR B R B B LR (NAZo-N); 7K B IG5
R BCR F =460 2 ZBE(BG)E A ERL, @R A

R FR I ] NFRELFL [, 193 A bt =460 2 7
(PAEG,). BJaiBid S5k click S &5 B a R M
BEW2E A B LR Y P(EGy-a-NAzo).

NAzo-Ns, PAEG, LK P(EGy-a-Azo)IREREFLIR A
W('HNMR)WIE 1a~1c FioR. Bl lc 6 7.45 4 =%
e HEUERA T Click B & IhidtAr. i@l B REE
R (GPC)X ATF I P(EGs-a-NAzo)i#H AT T 70 F = A4
TEMAAHIFEAE, B 1d N P(EG4-a-NAzo)f {4 B i a] i
2. GPC &R EW, BEWH TEN M,=1.41X10"
gemol ', 3+ FENA(PDIA 1.24. #ifE GPC 5%, it
HIASTPHREE n=22. HTERNZLES, KM
AT RN E 4, e — Ky T = = YAAAE,
RS =4 1d /g,

1.2 RXEHERY P(EGsa-NAZo)HIABISMILITH

R Ab-1] WL(UV-Vis) SO iR 5T T P(EGy-a-
NAzo) B H R A KRBT . B 2a M
P(EG4-a-NAzo) DMF ¥ #% I K 450 nm (135 6 A
[ 8] Ji5 (1) 58 A0 =0T WO . 0 AR %R A= 4 [
L 1 s BT 1 S X 45 A IR UL e 457 F- 405 nm &b, 1%
F FH T RIS (1) 25 BT 2080 fof 75 S X8 2R 45 A P
el R AR R, IR LS n—m*BRIE TR i
By AU M F K 450 nm DG ST, 405 nm
Aab 5z A 2 A AT U i s R T ) FiE K T i 5, 3%
SEHRAT 15 s JA, MRIAR T REPIRA, HEHEER
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Scheme 1 Synthesis steps of alternating copolymer P(EG4-a-NAzo)
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"H NMR spectra of NAzo-Nj (a), PAEG, (b), P(EG4-a-NAzo) (c) and GPC spectrum of P(EG4-a-NAzo) (d)
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Figure 2 UV-Vis absorption spectra of P(EG;-a-NAzo) in DMF upon irradiation of (a) 450 and (b) 530 nm light, and P(EG4-a-NAzo)
micelles in water upon irradiation of (c¢) 450 and (d) 530 nm light
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nm S¢S T RIS FR R UV-Vis i E, £ 60 s
SHa, cis-F B E BT Il 5O RS BN AR E I trans-F 1Y
P(EG4-a-NAz0)fE: 450 nm #6530 nm 806 T HOGEEL
SR REAR T LB 50 5 kL L, WIS RERS 52
2B BRI IR, XRIIZEESVICEC ST
€ HJ i ). A8 A3 450 nm B9 R 5 P(EG,-a-NAzo)iR
W, 5 DMF WA b, 7R [R5 AH 5] B i) )
N, HVE AN A RO FE AR AL Y B8, X2 A LE
A, B AR, SEURECRILHIT
IEHNRET) NI, R EZEE, 7E 450 nm HORRG
60 s DLk 2P AT E RAS (B 2¢). 83T 530 nm 48001
R, AT DLRE IR AR SR 2 R B AR e 1) e 4
¥, B 90 s J&, cis-tBUE AR N RS trans-F8Y,
X — 5 AR [ MR e A P (B 2d). M4k, P(EGy-a-
NAzo)MURF IR A B P SR ME A 0 S5 A6 A5 15 o r (9 4 200K
FE M LLBEAT N ) J-BA F- R R A US] R b e R v
TR AN e I A R AR AL RS B T 2.
1.3 TEHLEY P(EGsa-NAzo)HARBEEITH
o HR S50 50 43 ) B R & D 3R, 4% P(EGy-a-
NAzo) 43 I e il e FE 9 0.1 A1 0.05 mgemL ' (IR A
JR AR, A P 325 5 HL B (TEM) A O S AT I 82 3R
fiE, Z5RE 3 FiR.
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B3 (a, b) 0.1 A(c, d) 0.05 mgemL ™' B4 P(EG4-a-NAzo)
AR TEM ]

Figure 3 TEM of alternating P(EG4-a-NAzo) with concentra-
tions of 0.1 (a, b) and 0.05 mgemL™'(c, d) in aqueous solution

WPE 0.1 mgemL ™' IR A IS W 3a £ 3b
iR, SR DU HUREE M 3, KK RN 5 um B,
B FEN 70 nm AiAq, [ HAEAE 200~300 nm B4R TR
RKE SRR, WE0.05 mgemL ™ RS WK RS0
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Bl 3c A 3d B, d2EPRIE NG HUR, HAKEERE 10
um, FEEEON 110 nm. XigE HURZH 308 — 20 W22 (] 3b
A 3d)Al L, H N ERAAAEHERL I AR, iRdE S K
T H A FR Y, SRR A AR MU R I S 1S
FIBRR R, B B AR 08 I, 75 B8R
WE—RIER, LBBKE SR BEEE w4 &5
FKEERK. £ P(EGya-NAzo)H, ER/KE > AaFE
ZMEIRTEN Y NAzo BEEX, R/KEI N EG, BEEL, Bi/K
WA TR, N2 55 R NI R, (155 K8
SRR BUR K, MisEAKER o> T/, BEBRK, 1
RN, MR TR E G IR, Ha2, FRRmEE
B WI-Z2 BB /K /R 7K A0 45 R A 15 7 7K 350 70 e LUR B
A ZRAE— D, BE A DAJE R I A R R A A 2 ik
W L) J-BR H-HES, X R AN RERE T BTIESE. (R
BEIRATTHEN, P(EG,-a-NAzo) ) B 4% 7] G IF A 52 453k
PERAYFEABERIE: ERER AN, KRESRRE
PATERR, JFREF e AAAE — BT R, FrUAmr ik 8 K E &
JBE IR 5 055 HUIR ZH e R A T AE R BE AR, & S TRk
PIRE A RRIEATE, Sidt— DAY AL dotk
FROLELBE A, A BEAN A 2R FR R 08 . 36 BBl ol 52 iR £ 1 )
A& H B R BKE NAzo MR, BT —%&0 T LA
ZABKEL, B —#4> P(EG4a-NAzo) i /K B it
TEAF )15 N A SR A A3 A0 2015 DUAH I, AT il
B2 REERZIGEHIRIR R, X — &G /R Tt
SEG A T UE S,

2 i

T o S R ) A OB, T o 2
B RN P 2 M 22 B 3L R P(EGy-a-NAzo). P(EGy-a-
NAzo)#E DMF VA I A R B M AT R
B, ORI ROR P AR A P IS, S
LI AT DLTE 15 W A 2H 2% 1 22 2 45 ) [ s HEOIR SR AR A,
I HAERBARIR BE T 5 A R 0% HOR SRR TR . x4
S T T ) A ECOR IR BUR A AT ¥ S R R Y
L - BK R/ ZE R NS R K. P(EGy-a-NAzo) IR 3)
B, FE TS BERBL TR SRR, M
ThReME A B 3 SR I 50 R 1) 25 SR AL T 30T 1) SR s,
3 SERSY
3.1 UHF5EH

N,N- —¥% £, £ 7 i (N-phenyldiethanolamine, 98%,
Adamas), ME(pyridine, 99%, Adamas), X FF A 5
(TsCl, 99%, Adamas), #<JZ(aniline, 98%, Adamas), VU3

TR /K ¥ ¥ (fluoroboric acid, 40%, Adamas), ] EZ4EH
(potassium fert-butoxide, 99%, Adamas), —4ilU 2 %
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BIKE

(bis[2-(2-hydroxyethoxy)ethyl] ether, 99%, Adamas), &
1K 4l (copper(T) bromide, 99%, Adamas), T F & — 24
=JlZ(PMDETA, 99%, Adamas), VU5 #kIf(THF, AR, L
HZRIH), NN-T I FELZ(DMF, AR, LigdiH). A
HEE(PE, R, L), 4R OBS(EA, AR, L
ZeIH). SEIG KON EAK, E .

Wy R R B s (FESEM)(H A H LA ],
S-4800 %), % i ML 2 fl 8% (TEM) (JEOL A H],
JEM-1400 %Y); Bruker AVANCE III-400MHz 1% L4E
A (AR FIRH CDCL); BT Mk K %4k
LED 4T, iEHURFE B, KRG VDI DA S A it
1THE S (Uvata A F], UPL114 ).

3.2 ZWHE
32.1 TsCl B A A NN-—=F K &8 & A K i
(NPDAOTS)

FREL 5.0 g N,N-—F58 LR R % (27.6 mmol, 1.0 equiv.)
BT 250 mL =30+, A 60 mLILRE, 7EUK/KH
T DUIE A AR IR AR, SRS ARE 12.7 g X R
KT 5(66.3 mmol, 2.4 equiv.), FZE@R AT L
RIFW R, SR AARFFUKK I U I B DLE S k. Bl
IR PHAT, B RSN, RNFEITT 3 h
J&, b RO eI e i 2 ORI E R 2 R R 25, AR
JEAEFRZA R T AR A AR R IR E KK, AT RAHT
I . P 3o e i ok 2 B VRS B 1 (8 A, R UK
HRE . VK CEERHZ B AT 2 00, FREZRM
XPHRZRE S, B TRIEMAE 85 g A Ak
NPDAOTS, 7% 63%. 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl;) §:
7.71 (d, J=8.3 Hz, 4H), 7.27 (d, J=8.7 Hz, 4H), 7.13 (dd,
J=8.7, 7.4 Hz, 2H), 6.70 (t, J=7.3 Hz, 1H), 6.43 (d, J=
8.2 Hz, 2H), 4.08 (t, J=6.1 Hz, 4H), 3.55 (t, J=6.1 Hz,
4H), 2.42 (s, 6H).

322 A RABRAK AR NN-— & R T A Xk
(NPDA-N;)

EIRF, FREL 1.5 g NPDAOTS [#44(3.07 mmol, 1.0
equiv.)E T 250 mL =Hseli, 8 AL 10 mL
DMF 7, IIABGH A LA fE Bk ik, FREL 2.0 g
NaNj [#4£(30.77 mmol, 10.0 equiv.), iEiT AR 2218
ANCIINRE. =3k M, FHEE 80 C,
LB, KN 12 h, SHARFERSART. FEE,
fFIEnFIFA R =E. ARSIk LT RN
RN, 159203 PRI, IINIE =105 B K E g
B BRI, BEEMHEH CH.CL 2EER, &K
Na,SO, T, We7&1EE] 0.6 g MR, 72K 84%.
'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCI3) 6: 7.29~7.23 (m, 2H), 6.78
(t, J=17.3 Hz, 1H), 6.73 (d, J=8.0 Hz, 2H), 3.59 (t, J=6.1
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Hz, 4H), 3.47 (t, J=6.1 Hz, 4H).
323 ERLAGE AR

FREL 4.0 g ZKM#(42.95 mmol, 1.0 equiv.)jil & T 250
mL =HURE A, B S A BT & EC8 40%1)
HBF, /K{&#(13.5 mL)H, KFZ{E HBF, N A EYTIE, &
RIS IRTE OB TE E I, ¥ 3.3 g WHiERDN47.25
mmol, 1.1 equiv.)¥A T VKK G FHZH 2 A =
HURI R, BEUTE ISR, WRRSETE, RMREY
TEVK KB I EE ek 2Bk, LT A Gpiie, A 45
min J5, FIREYHIE, EHIK OB GRITEZ X, 15
3 5.8 g AEA, =R 70%, HEAT T2 RN,

B 1.2 g ffs A (B8 14(6.46 mmol, 1.0 equiv.)bL %
1.5 g NPDA-N; [ {4(6.46 mmol, 1.0 equiv.)il & T =3
B, (BB RR A 10 mL DMF DL f#
IR AR, AR ORISR R BIRES, AR A T
PR AT RN, RIS, F7KF CHLCly ZEEL S MR &
Yy, Z A NaCl KIEHBEE:, JoK NaSO, T A,
ez, L ENTH S ORI Ak 2/ TR, Vv
y=7:1), 55 09 g BEO[EA, 7% 40%. 'H NMR
(400 MHz, CDCLy) &: 7.92 (d, J=9.1 Hz, 2H), 7.88~
7.83 (m, 2H), 7.49 (dd, J=10.3, 4.7 Hz, 2H), 7.43~7.36
(m, 1H), 6.80 (d, J=9.1 Hz, 2H), 3.69 (t, J=6.0 Hz, 4H),
3.56 (t, J=6.0 Hz, 4H).

324 357 kA = %579 0 B (PAEG,)H A A&

FREX 4.9 g KUT FE47(44.0 mmol, 2.2 equiv.)ill & T =
Hipemh, (FHERAE 100 mL THF JIAZIBSHEH,
TEVKAKIB 26 A TR T B4, JF HFRSa@ A A <. W
B 3.9 g =40 2, —F%(20.0 mmol, 1.0 equiv.)iB iy 5 2%
ZARINFFRIZIBERE. 0.5 h 5, FREL 5.2 g 3-IA
5#(44.0 mmol, 2.2 equiv.)EILVE S ER I =FRH, 1F
VKK IR 3 h, F =il (i E T B R
FE: Ak 2B 2 WE, Vi V=3 :2), 35]3.6 g ki
PR, 725 66%. 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) o:
421 (d, J=2.4 Hz, 4H), 3.74~3.62 (m, 16H), 2.45 (t, J=
2.4 Hz, 2H)

325 B(=Z%vW9 T —B—1% R K = T &)[P(EGys-a-
NAZz0)] 49 &A%,

FREX 3.4 mg #AL T4 (0.024 mmol, 0.05 equiv.) & T
M= E Y, B ERIREIFRFREEAR A RE, R
177.0 mg [*) NAzo-N; (0.528 mmol, 1.1 equiv.)f! 130.0
mg FJ PAEG, (0.48 mmol, 1.0 equiv.), 73 H¥AfESE 1 mL
DMF 1, fHEH AR R B . R AR EA G-
L -1 AR E R DR A & T e K G A A,
23R, B2 IRZJE, REL 8.5 pL LB = 206 =ik
(0.048 mmol, 0.1 equiv.)¥## T~ 1 mL DMF J5 {8 F i ik
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FESHAER BIRBIE R, EEHRSE | KGR B SERE,
BRNEET 35 CHm M 24 h FIiLRMNE, K
F 60 H S LR Z Cu(DMEILT, IRGEIERIG1ER
BIK OB YUE, TH DMF R0, 1633 K. &
JE13E] 156.0 mg B EFEA, 725 54%. '"H NMR (400
MHz, CDCl) d: 7.98~7.85 (m, ArH), 7.51~7.45 (m, ArH
on triazole), 7.45~7.38 (m, ArH), 6.80~6.72 (m, ArH),
4.69~4.62 (m, CH,N), 4.51~4.40 (m, O-CH,-triazole),
3.82~3.74 (m, CH,CH,-triazole), 3.70~3.50 (m, OCH,).
3.2.6 RS KA

o, KA R AR R B SR A B L R
P(EG4-a-NAzo) I £ R %571 DMF 1, Bc B AN Rk B2
Vs, BEfSTETEIR R G E IR AR T E 24 h, (RfEFHR
ST SREE 1 mL REWIER, R TR
TSR AGE | mLeh ' A 2 mL 255 7KK
HPLHE, RTINS S, TR 2 h, IERAYWEEBLE
REEFIR R A%, BESCEDIIA 10 mL 2 51 /K K
BTSN E S, FaE 0.5 h )5, 18 R MU HE i R v i
HBEIFENRT@EE S T2 3500), BETERERS: 3
d, —REH 2~3 REHTK, PR EHHLIE.

4 Bh# %L (Supporting Information) /i1 NPDAOTs
A1 NPDA-N; 1) 'H NMR . X6k k) m LG 2 )
AT 3k (http://sioc-journal.cn/)_F T 3.
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