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Total Synthesis of Pulchrol and Pulchral
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Abstract The total synthesis of natural products pulchrol and pulchral with antiprotozoan activity was reported, starting from
the cheap hydroquinone and 4-methylbenzoic acid and using palladium-catalyzed intramolecular decarboxylation coupling
reaction of arene carboxylic acids with aryl bromides as the key reaction. This method provides an opportunity for further

study of the structure-activity relationship.

Keywords natural product; total synthesis; cross-coupling; pulchrol; pulchral

RIFOIGER VAT SMRAB= ), B A=
AR E S Y R Y Bourreria
pulchra Millsp. 8% 7£ 52 75 8 JC AR 352 5 FAESUR #E /0
fil #AF), B T IRIT B R, Pulchrol (1A pulchral
Q) 1)@ M Bourreria pulchra WIMRIEEYIH 43 5 H K
(PP FR 2R AR IR IR =, JEE I e 1A 2 kst
HYEMERIL, pulchrol ()X FA 2 5 A v FRHE A B
AN HIVEF (ICso 73 30 4.6 A1 7.5 pg/mL)>.

H T R = MEEG IR, N TN H A
PEANHE FU A RO &, ] % AL B IFE L. 2014 4, Kil-
lander 1 Sterner PR 58 /% 1 pulchrol 1 pulchral [ &
KA # Bi(Scheme 1) D IRE Suzuki ISR
FURAN B BEPE AR I RN, AR SCHRTE T — P& Ak
pulchrol 1 pulchral FFT 7%, PUEMEAL I7 RIRIR 5 75 1
RACIII 531 P IR AR IR SR S B, M T 6T — 1y
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I 4-HEZK IR TTUG, SRS 50N 14%F1 11% (Sche-
me 1). H45H)4 34 '"HNMR, C NMR, IR, HRMS F1iL.

1 HR5WE

Puchrol Al puchral FJHTAARL G4 2-F 55 -5- H AU B
FHRR F G 5 R0 10 15 AR 26 0 Scheme 2 Fivs. (LAY
5 HIE AR 5 B K iy 3 it AR ik A
ek P 4%, X FRIEOK R 6 1EAT AR IRAL AN ER 1k s w0,
PIL NS EC S T, RN T1%. EW 7 Z&HHE
E SR AL B 3-8 -4- R 3 K R PR (8), T
DIBAL-H & J5 3 3] (3-1R-4- 15 H ) 28 FH . (9), WA
95%, ZEFFEELORA 1T 2 10, 75 85%.

pulchrol 1 pulchral & U1 Scheme 3 FR.
A 11 L&Y 5 110 LR Z U R, 725 80%.
AP 11 GBEK AR AL 207 3 T R 715 2 1k
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Killander and Sterner: OMe

Cone Suzuki
B(OH), coupllng R
D@

CH,OTBDPS OMe
pulchrol (1), R = CH,OH

This work:
OMe

Pd cat. R
|ntramolecular O o
COMe  gecarboxylation

CH,OMOM OH coupling
pulchral (2), R = CHO

B 1 Pulchrol Fl pulchral ff1& ik
Scheme 1 Synthesis of pulchrol and pulchral

OH OH OH
(1) Cu, CCly, NaOH

(2) H,SO4 (conc.)
CH3OH
OH OMe  {wo steps, 78% OMe

3 4 5

M
NaNO,, CHzOH COMe

H,S0,, 90%

Me
(1) AgNO3, Br,, HOAC

(2) CH30H, H,S04 (conc.)
two steps, 71%
CO,H CO,Me COoMe

6 7 8

CHyCly, DIBAL-H Br MOMCI, DIPEA-
T e CH20I2 85%

CH 20,_, CHQOMOM

Br NBS, 'NBS, CCly_
AIBN, 85%

B 2 Pulchrol Fl pulchral ffI& ik
Scheme 2 Synthesis of pulchrol and pulchral
W12, IR 75%. EW 12 B REENE RN
Mg 13210 PR 80%. A 13 5 IR I S L
R, ERRYE A T 503 IR S 2L &9 1, P
#60%, FLED 1 BMEE 2, 773K 80%. FIFOHG 1
F1 2 [ AU 5 R IR = AH [,

2 #ig

gk L RTIR, TN 2R IR 4-H 8 F R T4,
DAREAE AL 05 IR R IR 5 0 B IR D 1) 43 - R B 2 A By
AR, SEEL T AR UG SR R IR ) pulchrol Al
pulchral [J2E AR, SRS 14%HM 1%, ZE N
HE— D TR R R B AE T A
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OH Br OMe
COzMe Br K2003 OMOM
acetone
* 80% CO,Me
O
OMe CH,OMOM Br
5 10 11
OMe
(1) KOH, H,O OMOM
(2) Ny, Pd(OAGC),, PPhs, KoCO; O PCC, CH,Cl,
N-Methyl pyrrolidone (NMP) reflux, 80%
two steps, 75% (0]

12

OMe

OMOM (1) CHyLi EO OH O
@) TFA. CH,Cly O
two steps, 60% o
o
13 pulchrol (1)

PCC, CH,Cl,
80%

pulchral (2)

E3 3 Pulchrol F1 pulchral )& %
Scheme 3  Synthesis of pulchrol and pulchral

3 LIRS
3.1 UE5EH

JE R X-5A BYE s OGN sE, W ARARHE, A%
FEIR S AN 3 ] Bruker Ascend 400 ZYUAZ R FLHRIX
D5 (CDCly N¥EF, TMS NN FR); w4 35 i A
Bruker Micro TOF-QII BY(EST)f 73 # B i S0 %2 ; 21 4h
HiE A Bruker Tensor 27 HYZL 4R HEAIN & (KBr H
). FTHRFE R A ali, A5 F 9 T 7K ¥ 770 A B 4% Bk
HERRIE. FEENTRER KL EE A 200~300. 300~400 H.
3.2 XWHE
321 4-F AL KB (4)89 5 A%

TEEAORA T, MR 3 (3) (1.10 g, 10 mmol)f¥]
FFBE (20 mL)7& W i H,SO0, (98%, 10 mmol) Al
NaNO, (42.5 mg, 0.5 mmol), IEEMAEZENFE 1 h
(TLC 5. /e ¥R EAVKK(100 mL), &
KR, A EtOAc (100 mL X 3)AHL. BRI H
K30 mLX3). A& KOS mLX3)PEEK, LK
MgSO, F#, s, HEMrEiA: VA @ M(Ci
CBE)=4 1, R=03143 1.11 g Lt 4%, 23 90 %.
'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl5) d: 6.77 (d, J=1.8 Hz, 4H),
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5.47 (s, 1H), 3.76 (s, 3H); >°C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl5) 6:
153.6, 149.6, 116.2, 115.0, 55.9; IR (KBr) v: 3480, 3060,
1635, 1465, 1275 cm'; HRMS (ESI) caled for C;HsNaO,
[M+Na]" 147.0417, found 147.0414.
322 2-3K-5-F HAER TR T EGS) K

FALEY) 4 (6.2 g, 50 mmol)ff) CCly (10 g)I& W
A NaOH (50 %, 30 mL)1 Cu#3(200 mg). MNIEAYITE
PR ER 8 h, ZEEIS(TLO) WM. SN KRG
BINVKKH, FRESIRIRIL. WEZ5 2% CCl, F EtOAc
(100 mL X 3)AHL. FEHRK KRGO mL X 3). A&
KOS5 mLX 3Pk, To/K MgSO, T1&. Wk ik4E,
RV B EL(150 mL)H, % I0 H,SO4 (98%, 0.3 mL),
FEFEEE T ANFAER 12 h, TLC WA, JaE 262 s,
EtOAc (300 mL)AHY, ZEEURAK KA HIF NaHCO; (30
mL X 3). 7K(30 mL X 3) fAI £ 7K (15 mL X 3)¥kik, K
ToK MgSO, T, W4i. FEETEBLA: V(AhE)
NZBRZHE)=6: 1, Re=02113 7.1 g Jotajh 52, g
78% (Fi5). "H NMR (400 MHz, CDCL3) 6: 10.67 (s, 1H),
7.39~7.16 (m, 1H), 7.14~6.97 (m, 1H), 6.96~6.76 (m,
1H), 3.98 (s, 3H), 3.75 (s, 3H); °C NMR (100 MHz,
CDCly) 6: 170.3, 156.0, 152.0, 124.0, 118.5, 111.8, 111.7,
55.7, 52.3; IR (KBr) v: 3414, 3240, 3028, 2958, 2721,
1715 cm™'; HRMS (ESI) calcd for CoH;(NaO, [M~|—Na]+
205.0471, found 205.0470.
323 3-i8-4-F AR T BR T BE(7)49 6 AR

LA 6 (13.6 g, 0.1 mol)ft] HOAc (300 mL)&
I HNO; (69%, 66 mL). 7ZZ1#7/K (50 mL). RIR(17.6
g, 0.11 mol), Hi+: F7E 30 min W RBIEEYHIIA
AgNO; (17 g, 0.1 mol). fEEIRAKESEFE 12 h, TLC M
M. 5K IR A BINVKOK R, g, WD
JEDEINK(30 mL), A EtOAc (100 mL X 3)2HY, Wt
JEWR, ZEBUBR R ZK(30 mL X 3). M1 NaCl V(15
mL X3k, JoK MgSO, T, Rk YE. TRV
7E HEE(250 mL), K HoSO, (98%, 0.6 mL), M)
AREE[EIA 12 h, F TLC Wl 7 S5 EtOAc (300
mL), &K H NaHCO; (30 mL X 3). 7K(50 mL X 3). #All

EhIK(@2S5 mL X3Pk, /K MgSO, T, k4i. )2

TBEMEFR: VOR ) @ MR 4B =6 : 1, R=0.3]1%
16.2 g Tt 71, W 71%(% ). "H NMR (400 MHz,
CDCl;) 0: 8.16 (d, J=1.6 Hz, 1H), 7.83 (dd, J=7.9, 1.7
Hz, 1H), 7.26 (d, J=7.9 Hz, 1H), 3.89 (s, 3H), 2.41 (s,
3H); “C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl3) 0: 165.7, 143.2, 133.3,
130.6, 129.4, 128.3, 124.7, 52.2, 23.1; IR (KBr) v: 2951,
1736, 1605, 1435, 1295, 1260, 1115, 758 cm '; HRMS
(ESI) calcd for CoHgBrNaO, [M+Na]" 250.9678, found
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250.9680.
3.2.4  3-iR-4-38 F K T ER T B (8)49 & A%

LG4 7 (5 g, 22 mmol)i) CCly (35 mL)& K H1
A NBS (5.8 g, 33 mmol)fll AIBN (360 mg, 2.2 mmol). #i
BT, RBEAYIENR 6 h (TLC Yi). k2% CCly,
FIRVIFE T VOaWER) © (LR 4H8)=6 : 1,
R=0.35]4% 5.7 g Tt 8", W% 85%. '"H NMR (400
MHz, CDCl3) 6: 8.23 (d, J=1.4 Hz, 1H), 7.95 (dd, J=8.0,
1.5 Hz, 1H), 7.52 (d, J=8.0 Hz, 1H), 4.60 (s, 2H), 3.93 (s,
3H); *C NMR (100 MHz, CDCls) 6: 165.2, 141.7, 134.4,
131.7, 131.2, 129.0, 124.3, 52.6, 32.3; IR (KBr) v: 1748,
1434, 1392, 1287, 1262, 1226, 1117, 965, 799, 769, 607
cm '; HRMS (ESI) caled for CoHgBr,NaO, [M~+Na]"
328.8783, found 328.8790.
3.2.5 3-if-4-18F K FEF(9)89 6 K

Ar R T 0 CHLEY 8 (3.06 g, 10 mmol)i
CH,Cl, (60 mL)¥#A ¥ 22123 il DIBAI-H (1 mol/L, 30
mL, 30 mmol), M 2 h (TLC WM. K NIRE)
B ANVK/K(20 mL)*H, F HCI (1 mol/L)f&R{k, W/E7#%%
CH,CL, H EtOAc (100 mL X 3)ZHL. FEEURK KK
(10 mLX3), HIAIE /K15 mLX3)8E%, K MgSO,
Tl Wedd. FIRVAEENTEBR: VOAME) @ (ZR
ZHE)=4 1, Re=0.25113 2.6 g LTl 9, UK 95%. 'H
NMR (400 MHz, DMSO-d;) 6: 7.60 (s, 1H), 7.55 (s, 1H),
732 (d, J=7.7 Hz, 1H), 4.72 (d, J=1.8 Hz, 2H), 4.52 (d,
J=4.2 Hz, 2H); *C NMR (100 MHz, DMSO-d;) J: 146.2,
135.5, 132.0, 131.1, 126.5, 124.4, 62.2, 34.8; IR (KBr) v:
2880, 2685, 2152, 2034, 1568, 1502, 1310, 752 cm ';
HRMS (ESI) caled for CsHgBr,NaO [M+Na]™ 300.8834,
found 300.8830.
326 2-0%-1-(& F A)-4-((F AT AL)F A)RA0)
ERRENA

LA 9 (1.39 g, 5 mmol)iJ CH,CL, (30 mL)VA
i\ DIPEA (2 mL, 12 mmol), 7£ 0 °CZZ 18 m
MOMOCI (0.5 mL, 6.6 mmol). [z iBAYIE = IRHHE
12 h (TLC W5, k75247, F EtOAc (60 mL X
3)FEEL. FEUBAR X ZK(10 mL X 3). #1F1 NaCl (10
mL X 3)Pkk, Jo/K MgSO, T, W45, FIRWkEZHT
[PEeA): VO MR @ MR LR =4 1 1, R=0.35]13
1.37 g Tthl 10, i 85%. '"H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl5)
5:748 (d, J=1.0 Hz, 1H), 7.31 (d, J=7.8 Hz, 1H), 7.17
(dd, J=7.7, 1.4 Hz, 1H), 4.58 (s, 2H), 4.56 (s, 2H), 4.44 (s,
2H), 3.29 (s, 3H); *C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl;) 6: 140.6,
135.8, 132.1, 130.9, 127.0, 124.2, 95.8, 67.8, 55.5, 46.0; IR
(KBr) v: 3095, 2975, 1685, 1116, 731 cm ™ '; HRMS (ESI)
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caled for C,oH;,Br,NaO, [M—i—N.'sl]+ 344.9096, found
344.9093.

3.2.7 2-((3-iR-4-((F AA T A E)F ) F )R E)-5-
AR T ER T BE(11)89 & %

LAY 5 (910 mg, 5 mmol)Fll 10 (1.62 g, 5 mmol)
(I AR V(60 mL)H I K,COs (1.38 g, 10 mmol), 7E
PEFE T EIAL 6 h (TLC M), ek 28 25 O I, el Rk 2
PT[BEmEF: VOCRMER) @ MR ZH8)=4 © 1, R=0.3]15
1.7 g ot 11, W& 80%. 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl5)
8: 7.73 (d, J=7.9 Hz, 1H), 7.58 (d, J=1.2 Hz, 1H), 7.38
(d, J=3.1 Hz, 1H), 7.33 (dd, J=7.9, 1.2 Hz, 1H), 7.01
(dd, J=9.0, 3.1 Hz, 1H), 6.96 (d, J=9.0 Hz, 1H), 5.14 (s,
2H), 4.70 (s, 2H), 4.57 (s, 2H), 3.91 (s, 3H), 3.80 (s, 3H),
3.41 (s, 3H); *C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl5) 6: 166.4, 153.6,
152.1, 139.2, 135.7, 131.5, 128.6, 126.9, 121.6, 121.2,
119.7, 116.0, 116.0, 95.8, 70.8, 68.1, 55.8, 55.5, 52.2; IR
(KBr) v: 3411, 2951, 2893, 2833, 1712, 1604, 1500, 1444,
1213, 1151, 1055, 960, 914, 823, 762 cm '; HRMS (ESI)
caled for CyoH,BrNaOg [M + Na]* 447.0414, found
447.0423.

3.2.8 2-F A E-9-((F AT AL)F A)-6H-KH[C]
&M (12) 89 4 A%,

[ ALE 9 11 (423 mg, 1 mmol)ff] MeOH (10 mL) %
Wi KOH /K¥E(30%, 5 mL), ZEHHE FER 3 h
(TLC ¥ai). B HCI (1 mol/L)EAk, W8ERRE 2 HlE, i
YA EtOAc (100 mL X 3)AHL. ZEBORMK 7 H 7K (10
mL X 3). ¥ NaCl(10 mL X 3)¥&¥%, J/K MgSO, -4,
WHR. WRAEFIRTE Ar - F I Pd(OAc), (11.2 mg,
0.05 mmol), PPh; (26.2 g, 0.1 mmol), K,CO; (1.27 g, 1.2
mmol) fl N- F 2% i % 2 i (NMP, 5 mL), $ii T~ 7E
120 “C 12 h (TLC illl), /B J5 A EtOAc (50 mL X
3)REHL. REHURAR IR /K (10 mL X 3) A A& £ 7K (10
mL X 3)Pe¥k, ToK MgSO, T, W4s. FIRVIAEENT
(SRR VAR @ MR LER)=4 1, Ry=0.2]1%
215 mg L 127, R 75% (Fizk). '"H NMR (400
MHz, CDCL3) §: 7.69~7.62 (m, 1H), 7.28 (t, J=5.2 Hz,
2H), 7.15 (d, J=7.7 Hz, 1H), 6.93 (d, J=8.8 Hz, 1H), 6.81
(dd, J=8.8, 2.9 Hz, 1H), 5.06 (s, 2H), 4.74 (d, J=2.3 Hz,
2H), 4.65 (s, 2H), 3.86 (d, J=4.6 Hz, 3H), 3.44 (s, 3H);
C NMR (100 MHz, CDCly) d: 153.8, 147.8, 137.1, 130.3,
129.3, 126.3, 123.8, 122.4, 120.6, 117.0, 114.2, 107.2,
94.7, 68.0, 67.4, 54.8, 54.4; IR (KBr) v: 2937, 2062, 1728,
1616, 1500, 1200, 1045, 922, 816, 708, 598 cm™'; HRMS
(ESI) caled for C;H;sNaO, [M+Na]® 309.1097, found
309.1094.
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329 2-F AKE-9-((FAE T AK)TF A)-6H-KFHF[C]
& 15 -6-BR(13) 49 4 &

[FALA 1) 12 (215 mg, 0.75 mmol)f] CH,Cl, (30 mL)
N PCC (1.3 g, 6 mmol)All Celite (1.3 g), 7EFHE
IR 12 h (TLC B, 9, wk4s. R EN bk
BF): VORI @ (R 4TR)=6 1, R=0.35]1F 180
mg ot 1313 Uit 80%. 'H NMR (400 MHz, CDCls)
5: 8.26 (d, J=8.1 Hz, 1H), 7.93 (s, 1H), 7.45 (d, J=8.1
Hz, 1H), 7.38 (d, J=2.9 Hz, 1H), 7.18 (d, J=9.0 Hz, 1H),
6.95 (dd, J=9.0, 2.9 Hz, 1H), 4.80~4.60 (m, 4H), 3.82 (s,
3H), 3.37 (d, J=0.9 Hz, 3H); *C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl,)
5: 161.2, 156.3, 145.7, 145.6, 134.8, 130.8, 127.8, 120.4,
120.0, 118.6, 118.4, 117.2, 106.3, 96.2, 68.5, 55.9, 55.7; IR
(KBr) v: 3408, 3022, 2935, 2831, 1952, 1711, 1502, 1421,
1203, 1105, 1038, 904, 808, 683, 586 cm™'; HRMS (ESI)
caled for C;7;H;c(NaOs [M—|—Na]+ 323.0890, found
323.0890.

3.2.10 2-F #H-6,6-=—F K-6H-RIH[C]& H-9-F B
(1)89 & A%

fE—10 CHI Ar &4, [MLE9) 13 (90 mg, 0.3
mmol)f] E,O (30 mL)¥AH N CH;Li (1 mol/L, 3
mL, 3 mmol). KMIEEWIIE—10 C/RF 1 h, HEAE=
TR 3 h (TLC i), 1 s A i A KK (10 mL),
F HCI (1 mol/L)21k, EtOAc (30 mL X 3)AHL. AHLK
WIRFZK(S mLX3). WA Eh7K(S mLX3)Pk, K
MgSO, T, W45, FRWEMAE CH,Cl, (30 mL)H,
B TFA (0.3 mL), 4k8:/E=iRMFE 12 h (TLC H).
S EIE VKK (10 mL), F EtOAc (30 mL X 3)AHL. #
BB Y FH 8 A1 NaHCO5 (5 mL X 3). 7K(5 mLX3). 1
I E:7K(5 mL X 3)Pei%, To/K MgSO, T4, We4s. T4
PIREEATBER A VCAHEE) @ (CBR LR =6 © 1, Ry=
025173 50 mg ¥ pulchrol 117 U 60%. 'H
NMR (400 MHz, CDCL3) §: 7.69 (s, 1H), 7.30 (dd, J=7.9,
1.1 Hz, 1H), 7.26 (s, 1H), 7.24 (d, J=7.9 Hz, 1H), 6.89 (d,
J=8.8 Hz, 1H), 6.81 (dd, J=8.8, 2.9 Hz, 1H), 4.75 (s,
2H), 3.85 (s, 3H), 1.61 (s, 6H); C NMR (100 MHz,
CDCly) J: 154.4, 146.7, 140.2, 139.3, 128.9, 126.7, 123.5,
122.8, 120.9, 118.7, 115.3, 107.8, 77.2, 65.2, 55.8, 27.3,
27.3; IR (KBr) v: 3399, 3051, 2974, 2926, 1647, 1614,
1503, 1463, 1424, 1282, 1217, 1039, 945, 872, 818 cm ';
HRMS (ESI) caled for Ci;H sNaO; [M+Na]', 293.1148,
found 293.1147.

3.2.11 2-F #-6,6-=F &-6H-RH[C] & 1-9-F B2
(2)%9 5 1%,
L&Y 1 (27 mg, 0.1 mmol)f¥) CH,Cl, (10 mL)i%
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W IIN PCC (43.6 mg, 0.2 mmol)Fl Celite (43.6 mg).
RNIREYIRCEE 12 h (TLC W), iLy€, w48, HZEH
(B VCAMhEE) @ M(CBR CHR)=4 © 1, R=0.2]15 21
mg il pulchral 2, WK 80%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
CDCly) d: 10.07 (s, 1H), 8.19 (s, 1H), 7.81 (d, J=7.9 Hz,
1H), 7.42 (d, J=7.9 Hz, 1H), 7.32 (d, J=2.3 Hz, 1H), 6.92
(d, J=8.8 Hz, 1H), 6.86 (dd, J=8.8, 2.5 Hz, 1H), 3.87 (s,
3H), 1.65 (s, 6H); *C NMR (100 MHz, CDCl;) 6: 192.0,
154.7, 146.6, 146.1, 135.8, 129.9, 129.6, 124.1, 123.2,
121.8, 118.9, 116.4, 107.7, 77.2, 55.9, 27.1, 27.1; IR (KBr)
v: 3396, 2958, 2923, 2851, 1700, 1502, 1464, 1426, 1384,
1220, 1156, 1039, 947, 874, 819, 587 cm™'; HRMS (ESI)
caled for C;H;¢NaO; [M + Na] ", 291.0992, found
291.0986.

45 Bh#4 Bl (Supporting Information) &R &Y 'H
NMR Fl °C NMR [i§ . Xkl L4 3 A AT
¥ (http://sioc-journal.cn/) | %K.
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