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Application on the Construction of Imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines C-3 Can-
bon-Hetero Bonds by Visible-Light Catalysis and Electrochemistry

Liu, Xiang™ Li,Wen  Liu, Huanyu  Cao, Hua™*
(Guangdong Cosmetics Engineering & Technology Research Center, School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering,
Guangdong Pharmaceutical University, Zhongshan, Guangdong 528458)

Abstract Imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines are a special nitrogen-containing compounds, which play an important role in the fields of
pesticides biomedicine, optical and electrical materials. In recent years, the synthesis of functional imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines has
become a hot topic for organic scientists and pharmaceutical chemists, and great progress has been made. Among them, the
synthesis of functionalized imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines via visible-light catalysis and electrochemistry based on green chemistry
has become the powerful tool for the synthesis of these compounds. Based on the types of canbon-hetero bonds of imidazo-
[1,2-a]pyridines, the research on the construction of imidazo[l,2-a]pyridines C-3 canbon-hetero bonds by visible-light

catalysis and electrochemical synthesis in recent 5 years is summarized.
Keywords imidazo[1,2-a]pyridine; visible-light catalysis; electrochemistry; carbon-hetero bond
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Scheme 10 Sulfenylation of imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines employ-
ing thiophenols catalyzed by visible-light

2020 4F, Piguel FR2MHRAE |11 W] WOGHEAL iy wk e
HeIRHIREE A R BL. B 1,4- 5 A MR [2.2. 2] e (-
SEALTR)(DABCO(SO)) N E W) 49 ABLIR, £ WK IE I
[1,2-a]WbiE 47 F1 05 SEMtEh 48 £A7E T R AR =2 Ik
SR, R 3 RLRETEAG FRIBKIE IR 1,2-a]HERE 50 (Scheme
11). Z5MFim1E R B, DMSO J2&id 112 58 1) e A I 3
W7, Eosin-Y Nap JylpefEGEbsl, [FNF, SMAE 9%7‘6
RS NIRRT, ERAER RN, RITCIB#IE.
S | ARSI T IR R AE AL %%HLLEE%
MEIE[1,2-a]MEWE R 2 72838 EXIRILH RAF MR 32, H.
B U AL BN S B 7= ZEBE M AN K. b, oAb 234
WA Z H5iZRN, 0 2-ZR BRI E[2,1-a] R MR RT 6-2%
FLR T [2,1-D] WEMESE:, BT A5 7 ) 7 38 A TP 45 28 R AT,
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3k HR AT BT R 4

XN A AL 240 A BT RE T TR RE
PE. 2 A R KA KAGIANLER, #5E, fEgk
FeHIFEES T, [Eosin Y532 BIBUR F48 A[Eosin Y]", A5
B AR RIS L I, P2 2E[Bosin Y] A
ARIEEE A, BEE, KA E B DABCO(SO,), 4
1) SO, MidHligR, &Mt 50, BB S0
b 2R FE K I [1,2-a] M e (1a) & AR DX 38000 38 14 S
93 H HFEAFEA 51; 51 [A[Eosin Y] 3T 7 H,
HEM G R ACIB IR, B S R 5% A0 Bk A B8+ v [R) 44
52, JEFIAE BosinY; f)m, 0 TR A FE DT AL,
13 2T 50a.
1.4 SAECBKEF[1,2-a] it IERK B B2 R A 2

AL AAL A 259 73 FN R SR 7= ) vh 1) B
SERIERLTT, AT A R AL 2 R Iy S A L )
DRI FE[1,2-a] b mE B P Sl AR TR IR Z, B
HUE A Al R S IR IR I [ 1,2-a b I Ak — o 8 110 40 282 ) 4R
EHRD. i, Kim SFPOMRIE 7 —14) 0] W65 5 0 )
KM FE[1,2-a] ML e BERZ b 5] NIRRT 1 207 75, BIAE
5 W it LED eSS T, 34617 CBry (53)5 2-75
FEDKME I [1,2-a]MLiE 54 )V, &R GG 55, %k
N 3E T 3 R (Bry F) A FRARSEEAR ) 2- 28 Sk ks Jf:
[1,2-a]MERERTAYD, 2 2-Fe BB IR I [1,2-a] ML RE
HAE G LIRS, BT BCRAL 8%. 1% M AL 41T
2, MR e(IDTE R WG AR R &
Ir(I11)"; $23, Ir(111)" 5 CBry (53)ilid H l T i #2 7=
AIRE T (Br )R =R B A, ARE, PR TR
Ie(IV) S A AE RRVR BT . 07 JE HUAR R R P [ 1,2-a ] ML P
54a 5 Br, R R IEE 7 EME 56, B, Hlfk
56 JiLE A FAR R 3-VRIBKMEFE(1,2-a]ltiE 55a (Scheme
12).
1.5 SAEILBKREF[1,2-a]t IERR -l A A 22

HEl, AV Ay = e A2 2R 2 5
FHIVE, FESIZ . Lotz FHLE BRI R R
HORIEE AR, SRR A R R R T S AR %
FEAEAL T S IR FF[1,2-a] PH e Bk — G Bk 1 A4 2 .45
JB. 2018 4F, Braga ZBU7E WS (1 LED Y6 T, DA rose
bengal /A RO, DL EE Rk 58 J9fifi 4k
A, ST KPR IF[1,2-a]lbiE 57 C—H BN SN,
BT A 59 (Scheme 13, a). Aid, ZFEALATTR ™
WD) ZANAE 50% /5 A5, 2% RNE [RGB TP Wk ke
FF1,2-a]WE0E . BRIEIF[2,1-5]WE LA I [d]BKIE-[2,1-5]
WE e (AR 10 [ B, E4h, Kumaraswamy 50521 SEE) T
KA AL, fE=IR T, FHE LED Y, i 2- 85k
M [1,2-a ML E (1a) F1 2R3 —HlifE 58 & T &9
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0025 7P"
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B 11 SeREBKIEIF[1,2-a e () C-3 Rk AL S
Scheme 11 C-3 sulfonylation of imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines catalyzed by visible-light
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Possible mechanism 59
Ir(l11)* CBr4 B Ve
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light P N N\e N
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Ir(lll) Ir(1V) Se Se e

=N . A=N 54% 47% 48%
Bry S>—Ar -H Ar e e
A= N T RNY (b)
Br AN Licl
54a 56 H 55aBr J—@ + PhSeSePh
N 2-Methyl-1-propanol
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B 12 SBfEAL 2- 95 FERKIE[1,2-a L BE (1 IRAL S N r.t., open air
Scheme 12 Bromination of 2-arylimidazo[1,2-a]pyridines cat- “ Nw 15h
alyzed by visible-light \
e
60. HAHERINR, WM HERIN LiCl, A @
TR Z 5 (Scheme 13, b). 60, 55%
1.6 FAEWBREH[1,2-a] It IERR - TABERI A 2 B 13 BKMEIE[1,2-a] I AR AL S 5
T WAL AR E T SR . 250, 425 . Scheme 13  Selenylation of imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines

1766 http://sioc-journal.cn/ © 2021 Chinese Chemical Society & SIOC, CAS Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2021, 41, 1759~1773



Chinese Journal of Organic Chemistry

REVIEW

TWEE T B ThREM B, RS E AN T B
HE A, SRR TR 2% & MeE. ik, ARSI IR
RIE T MR FE[1,2-a) L nE 61 S5 bBE 62 ARk T
TR AL DKL [ 1,2-a LT 63 FOBIEIL S B, 2% b LA
RBLGEAFIRF SR EIMRAT RS BRAEW . Re Hmt
RPN AL AT RE U R 1 g, EORRIE
R, BIRL B (RhB)HIEEFE A NEUR S RhB”, Ffif5,
2-FRHEKIE [ 1,2-a] ML IE (12) 28 it B I R 1 FE 36 A8 Sy o
()44 64; B, HlaMA 64 it 44k H H:BE(LPO) R M4
BE HHFEBH T 65 BT 66 5 H H3E 67; H Hi#E 67
5 62a J M AE UBEEESE B B3 68; fiJn, HHEERHE T
65 IR 1 3 68 (MDA A = T 69, FiEL iR
FHAR BN 63a (Scheme 14).
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=N
RZC\l/ R1 7”7 3
\/N\/gi * H=P=R™ \white LEDs, N,
H
61
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R
o’F\’R3
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=N =N
X N\/8_©7CN N N\/‘/\ < >
_Ph _Ph
ot " b
93% NS 81%
v U
O//F{/Ph
Ph

Possible mechanism

o+
=N =N _‘* LPO =N _‘
Ph
1a 64 I‘I-C11H23COO- 65
EnT 66

+
I'I-C11 H23COO :
o 67 0
Il ( Il
Ph Ph—p -

RhB’ rhe H—P—

B 14 JCAEL T BKIEIF[1,2-a]MEE 1A R ISE b S 2
Scheme 14 Phosphorylation of imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines under
photocatalysis
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2 BEUFERAERMHA[,2-aE 3 (A
B

SRR G HEALBR I IE[1,2-a] ML IE 3 7R 244 (R4
BEARLG, SRF HA S O KR [ 1,2-a ] PR BE 3 57 -
FBREI T IEAR T LR D, TR Rk — 21 B 114 5 28t A 6 A
b, FEGE AR SR MBS IRy C—N g, il frBel
i AL BT BREER LS R BIA E C—S g, AL
A0 BT AG 2 R B 43 A i C—Se B C—X
Je C—P % K HH HLAL SR R A B DRI H[1,2-a ] IEEE 11 3
PR Z 5, mT DLRE G {8 FH <88 1 40 750 R0 S0 8 8 A0 R
Y, g, 5 T RMPRETEFE. fERisE
P R K W [ 1,2-a [ ML WE B — 2% R - ) ek AR, Ak
T2 2 BLAE AR A R PE AR AT, T IR [ 1,2-a] ke H
P2 PH S 7 P AR S A 2 R AR (R E R, R
H H S5 22 SRS LT TE B r=4)).

21 EBUFEERAEKEH[1,2-a] L IE 3 k- R
et R ML HEE, B A R 2 N 28 XA
RS N R SO A A A i AT R T A H TR,
BT HA R AR R AR I S8 SRR R . A ATt 5
LT E AL B BRI IR 1,2-a] P IE BT BEAL SR, 2019 4R,
9 S EEPALE TE & @ A AL TR R TE A S AL TR 24 T,
K HAL 20 TR S Ak C—H/N—H 28 B I 72545 1k
T C-3 ALK IF[1,2-a]ibnE 72, DABKMEIE[1,2-a] Mtk
70 FIEBARMAEY) 71 RJEY), THERE NN, 758
mA FFEEHIRIER T, WEBOREN. LR PR
FELE MR, BReBI 2 RiF, KA. =A%,
SR TS B A BRI WK IR I [ 1,2-a LI i DA 45 28 R 4
HI 7= R ARAFF R H AR =9, O ML R &5,
2- IR FE IR I [1,2-a ] M I (1) 7 BH AR 28 8040 AN 5 14k
P E I 73, BIGE R HL0 B8 EtOH 724 Hy Al HO™
8Y EtO; %5, /£ HO M EO [ER T, K4 T1a 2205
TALTERR 74, 74 TEMHAE— B AMCA R E B 75; A
J5, 73 5 75 KASE SUBERAE ) 72a (Scheme 15).

[F4F, 75 92 SCREDSHRGE T —Fhok e R [1,2-a] LB 76
5755 77 ARl C—H/N—H 38 AR [ v,
BT REATAE) 78, Z AR A, R &R
A B TC AN A A A T RI AT EAT, 212 mA #F
SRR MITER, BRERI 2L, HAA B E s,
Horb, BRMEFE[1,2-alibmE 2 7RI L5 A LSS
TFEURIERS BT 1 =P i 7= 22 45 41 i 7-(F » Br) S f 72
R . A, R, WA AIIE Ry 5] N B ikng 2R E i
Rt — IR mr 2, FRUKMEIEIEnE RS R AL, I
[d]KPEFE[2,1-p MR AT A YIS H TR &R B
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1a

B 15 BKIE[1,2-a]mbe ¥ AL 27 S84 C—H/N—H 38 Bk
R
Scheme 15 Electrochemical oxidative C—H/N—H cross-
coupling of imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines
B, 1a 5 77a AEFHAR I AL TE B 2-4 ik R e I
[1,2-a]bmE PHES T H B3t 79 5% E itk 80, BHEW
H AR B HEE - B R SRR L B, TR
FE) 78a; Horh, 2-ZREERRIMEIF[1,2-a] Mk E H B HERH 5 T
SETT LR B S, TR RRARIBE24) 81 (Scheme 16).
22 BUFEERRAERMEH(1,2-a]IIE 3 fik-TRiE
HIAL 2 G A IR FE [ 1,2-a] b IE 3 57 Ak —Tm £ 1Y)
BRI %, Hh A R IR ARG . A R A AN
T SR L. 7 9% SCURE AL AE H AL S M R T R P R e
FF[1,2-a]mb e sh M A e i 7 — 2 TAE. 2019 4, H%
SCEEBOHRAE | — R IR AU B AL S BT, SR
TBKMEIF[1,2-a]0E0E 82 HHRNE 83 MUk C—H fiift
VL, 3RAF TG 84. 1% N BEAN 77 B I 2w A AL
A, WA EINBA AU, L JE I AR S,
12 mA fHE HIR IR EEAE . 1% NS i FH 96 B2
7, A BRI =R SRR T EOR R TS
W HEL 7 ST SR 99 45 FL 7RI, PR, EEA
HISEFESERS, HAR P R EUR. Hp iy ez
JI s G . S N AL I TR o, 2- R K g

o+

1768 http://sioc-journal.cn/

© 2021 Chinese Chemical Society & SIOC, CAS

N
\/N\€_© +H2T
N

A ~Ar?
r
78
=N =N
N / >~ _N / Cl
N~ N-Tol
o Tol” °
78a, 55% 59%
=N
N
N
Br
W Me
© 59%
Possible mechanism
[I
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|
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N 12H
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+
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B 16  PRIEIF[1,2-a]MLNE 5 5 RE AL 2 C—H/N—H &
15 B IR 7

Scheme 16 Electrochemical C—H/N—H oxidative cross-
coupling of imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines with diarylamines
[1,2-a]PHLIE (1a)F1 83a 73l 75 B AR S AL )44 85 AR
Hi2k 86; #X)5 85 Al 86 - [AliHIL H H1Jk-H t3E A2 X%
AN 25 AT =4 84a, o, (Al [ Bk 86 it
ARy ALY, JERE S AT B AL AR
B, w50 i a] DAOE TR, AR SR SRR A = AR S
(Scheme 17).

2020 4, FAHESEBTIEE R A B S E A S =
Y5328 SABRIRIENE, S 7 — s 20 F Ak 1,2-
alMbWE 87 FRIB AL S B, 3 B — A FH ol AL
(88) TR IS EAT A 2 S A R SEBL K P I 1,2-a ] e
(1 C-3 B IALIIH] 5, SR T PRIEIF[1,2-a] e C-3
B R AT AR 89, 1Z R BN 2w 55 A A AL 71
125, HULHRE Y H ], & & RE(LICI0) N
LRI, FEC& A A s P AR SRS AR ) oK 70 1 FL

Chin. J. Org. Chem. 2021, 41, 1759~1773



Chinese Journal of Organic Chemistry

REVIEW

1 1
\/ N C(+)[Ni(-),I=12mA /\r/N
’ - 2 .S RZ
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Possible mechanism
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Scheme 17 Electrochemical oxidative C—H sulfenylation of
imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines

OBV 15 mA AT, RERE R ER RIFHT
R, GEAH SN T LB T AU, R IE[1,2-a] 0t
WE 2 [ R FA B AN R B AR R AR 4 T B SR AN
SHRE R T U LU R R 3RS
T AR BB A, HAFTERE 2 A B skl 240
43 T BUAR FI K M I [1,2-a] HEE BE TR fE 2 5 1% I N, InZE
e MEyS R R0 E REFIN Z M. HR N AL
AR B, IR 1a TEFHRE DI i T4k, B3
{4 90; B 5, KSCN fEFHML R K% 26 A B(SCN),,
HETT A AR F LR H 3L (eSCN), 5 afEk 90 %2
XARGAE R R 91; feJa, Ak 91 b HIEELE G
A NN, RN TR 89a FFRE H &S (Scheme

18).
BT, PMEREECSHRIE T —Fh DK [ 1,2-a] M mE 5K,
LT O ) H A A AR A Tl - S A BT AL S

ZARBALE 5 mA HE IR IAAE R, THIMRENBHRA
W, 5 NHEF, BusNPFe A HE R0 (1) FE AR A h gk AT, SE
LT KRR IE[1,2-a] b RE 92 5 NH4SCN (93)1 M, kM)
GG 94, X T 2-ZRFEBRME [ 1,2-a] b e SR i,
HRIRSFAL 2 F - B 3 R AU A S B R B AR 47
M52, EW 7R =5 FUR T R v
TR, RIS, IERE 2R AR I 7 RS0 s B
TR, H ST RESRABETHEF. Cl. CN)
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Scheme 18 Electrochemical-induced regioselective C-3 thiomethylation of imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines
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RO RIFMEAME. e Rma 4-ZR L nkmk 5
[2,1-B1MEME | 2- R FEIBKIMEIE[2,1-b][1,3] 2K H-MEme . eI
[1,2-a] MR AR P [ 1,2-a ML I AT A D912 S 8 1 JER 4.
E SEPURR AL S DL LA b, 2% e — R % T ks
F[1,2-a]EBE 92 5 KSeCN (95) MM FIR 1L [ b, &
THAEY 96. ZFEA M FINLEE TGN B, A
AR 93 8 7 FH AR A8 AL BB SRR AR B EH S R (Al 97,
(A 97 i 2- A FEBKIEI[1,2-a] L IE (1a)li 3k, TR E B
Ferpiu) Ak 98; RS, HI{A 98 FERHMNREE—D 4 T
Ak, TERBHE a4k 99; F)m, HRiE4k 99 21k
T %724 94a (Scheme 19).
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NH,SCN 93 Q}// R1+H2T
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Scheme 19 Electrochemical oxidative C—H thiocyanation or
selenocyanation of imidazo[1,2-a]pyridines
2.3 BUFEMAEKEF1,2-a]E 3 k- R5EHY
1

B 7 IR TR 2 SO S P IR A [ 1,2 P P il
BAL ISR, 2019 4, Kim /ANHBIU LA 15K 101 9
PRSI, T BRI [1,2-a]IHEIE 100 Ff HLAL S ST AL SR,
BT 3-ALIBRIE I 1,2-a]EIE 102, %N AE 7 mA [
TEE UL R T, DL OIS ROBNE T, S A,
PR Iy B, FE R B S B2 AE T, KM [ 1,2-a] it
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WE 2 AR IR A /R TS IR T RS L AR SRS
AU EE . ZEEEa LA DT Je A dnmEmy i, Hfe gk
L BRI SBREIF[1,2-a) M IE) 6 7. 8 MR
X 2 EE I, 2R FIRE A R R 52 1 R s
PE, FEREIRIFE R = R =), AEE W %R S LB
ATREUN R 1o, ARHE AER(1012)7E PH AR B AL AE
B PH S 7 103; H5 R I 15 2- KBk I
[1,2-a]MERE (1a)fE A RBH B+ 104; )5, Z%HE T
104 23 TR B 24724 102a 555 (Scheme 20).
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Scheme 20 Electrochemical oxidative selenylation of imid-
azo[1,2-a]pyridines

2.4 BUFEAREDKMEF1,2-a]0E 3 ik R
ATES

2019 4F, R SCEVORIE T —M A NaX/HX 1ER
TEE KR, EEE RIS E T I 12 mA R4t
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Z N B ARG e 52, #AE . SHFE. X
JER - S5 R F T AR R A R AR R AR T 2- 2R SR Rk g
[1,2-a] M 0e S B SE 4T, eAb, I me 3R B AS A 47 B &
A RRT =50 5 K F IS AR IE I I BT e T ARt
17, JRRESRMS | = R I B hs =9, EREREIE, %R
NRYE TSR, SRR R R et
%2 fii 5 4 I B S AZE 160 A OB [ B 122 S B A AT BATE
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200 mmol KA b DAAH[E B34 21247 (86%, 50.9 g 4™
VD). fERZR I MR T, TR C—H &k
5 C—H RHHLER A AR, L C—H S,
FEIXAN RN, S TIEH AT R H 2%, B A
REHMES 2-FEFEBKMEIE[1,2-a) M iE (1) E R B H 3
(4R 107, FEA 107 3E— BT R B a8 2R 7
IR =), TAE C—H R4k, IRE T7ERAEAL
BRIRY T, 5 1a TERRIF Bk IE 257 (544 (Scheme 21).
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