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Studies on the Chemical Synthesis of Natural Drugs Berberine

Yan, Xifei” Zheng, Jianfeng** Li, Wei-Dong Z.*
(“ Sichuan Engineering Research Center for Biomimetic Synthesis of Natural Drugs, School of Life Science and Engi-
neering, Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu 610031)
(® Key Laboratory of Natural Product Chemistry and Application in Xinjiang, Yili Normal University, Yining, Xinjiang 835000)

Abstract Berberine is an important natural drug and a kind of benzyl isoquinoline alkaloid, which has unique four-ring
structure. In recent years, pharmacological research has found berberine is expected to be used in the clinical treatment of can-
cer, diabetes and other frequently occurring diseases. Based on the Woodward’s biosynthetic hypothesis, a schematic review on

the synthetic studies towards berberine is provided.

Keywords natural drug; berberine; benzyl isoquinoline; total synthesis

I, AAAE N BERIE A AR A= 1€ (Damnacan-
thus indicus)W BRI —F oz, BRIEMIZ 3, T2
B, 29 K514, 1830 4, Buchner 5512
MAR AL B rh 3 B 3 1 L85 Rt & 9w 44 /b
EEf(Berberine, 1). 1984 4, Abadi Z0h@ It X 42654
TS 45 7 VAR UE T BRI /N B WAL TR PR AL~ S iy /DN BE
B, SPWLETHEOEIR AR, JE— A R I A 4
WY, % UL E B 2K EhR B A7 1.

ANBERRAE AR AR R G O LA R RSO 3
RGP R R RS TE. fEIRE, NBE
BRAFAE T 30 Bk 2 ML g 2vh, AT
TRIT TR B SR P S5 A B R e v . 24
WHFLaRE, HAE NS AT RE 2 1L FEEIMHI 40T RNA
Fes . B ESUNE TR AEE A SO BT AR, (1S
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RS, BB T e FI IR, F& 7 /B
Bl B 2R 2R R IR K HAE A U013 40 Groenlan-
dicine 2 *f##] BACE1 B! ¢ % P; Pseudober-
berine 3 BA REFHIREMAGERIS (b&4 4 AR
L PR 0 A R OB 1),

H AT H AR RIS 3 IR A AU = i 2
T, SRR A AR MR R AL, 2ok
BRI P S A B DR R sz e Jo) 2, 5 2 2 Pl el iR A
HFEZ 54 g KRR E A .

R, RIS, AMIES g A SE i
(Hydrastis canadensis)!" TP I T — R 50 E B
BER A AV, 5ok, M ZASFRE[W03E & (Coptis
spp VS JERNEE (Thalictrum spp.) A ) /NEE R
(Berberis spp.)!" AN [FIAE ) (U o5 72 A0 = R4 R 34
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Figure 1 Structures of berberine and its analogues
oy B /NBER, XU T R A G R BE ) B
B F AR AR B A IR R Wik, BEE PR AR, 4%
WAV, 2 R R R K e e RIL &
B/INBER, oI s A AR s e L,
) BN BERR R BE 0 I ARTH R BRI, X LI
AR A R — g HiwE, A T AN FE Y
.

e O\ AT /N BERR A W B i IR AR 2 B
L-FEE R AEIET, 730t % LA 4-F2 koK 2,
B J5, 2RGSO e # e S A T R AR,
MAEWE B, AN RIBRNERD. E15
FEH B, 1B AR AL S W AR AR B AR R
&1 (Scheme 1). REZEMEREERAT 2,
{EE I AN REIE M RS/ BB A7 2 T e M s i),
B ERHELE (Nelumbo SP.)PIF1 2 SERL B S (Papaver
somniferum L)Y, TEIXEEREY ., NATRILT /INEER

HO
HOm _0

+ HO
HO N HO/©/\/

Dopamine p-Hydroxyphenylacetaldehyde

FANI LG OB R, F A RN BER I A= 4
B EOSEE. IX LY ] BEATAE /D BERR Y B A
G RIER, YA BGEETREE NS S, T
TUK B S8 48 AN S5 /S 1.

E SR T, BRI 5] Wk 2E 4B (monoterpene  indole
alkaloids) /& — K R A EEZGHME M KA. K
WG SN N N B R, &35 T
BN L& H G, ERAT AL T, H
@GR HEE. s, AR HEE
HF, HnhE o nlge kA HAR N, TEROE A& 71
PRGNS R4 PR (Scheme 2, A). R ZEE A R] LLIE
oA R 45 RS 4 B Mg R AR DR ) AR B R, HLE
FEANBEMRE B A S A&YE B P00 5 5] Wk A 40 B
Alstoninline FJAEY) & . 1948 £F, Woodward /) 28
(23155 ol | R A= DA ) A= 0 6 AR 0, 0% /B T
A (Scheme 2, B). HH o AL 5k | W A Wyl ()
WA BOS E RN R B R N AFAE IR A Rk
TE5ONEN o 4865, FINRIE, &5 A
75 3] B 5| Wk AR R 1)

HT/NBE S o A F ik 9| Wk A= Wi R 2 A 05
FIER B I, RN, NEEG 2 AFAE T 2R R Fh S
RIRER =W, Rk, FRATHEM, fEMEE N, Al RE
TEAEPAS TSI B A 75 & MR A B B 2 e i
KO, FEMREAERT, 986z, HalA
REEIR, ZIRAEAIE 3] /NEEDH(Scheme 2, C).

TEYFRAC B LR FRR ., A R BERILL Ak
A PR SR NBER I EH T 50 Horp, Ak
R FEWM R R HERRE T AL BAREAE 1967 4F,
Delgado /N2HBRTIL) 51 [ 5% (Allocryptopine) i J5 %l
A E A A T /NEER, AR T E ] 1969
F, Kametani /MBI B R GE R T /INBER ) 4= A K.

Berberine (1)

(S)-Canadin

(S)-Tetrahydrocolumbamin

B 1 DB A A g R

Scheme 1 Biosynthetic route of berberine
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Scheme 2 Major biosynthesis routes of monoterpene indole alkaloids, the Robinson-Woodward’s biosynthetic hypothesis of monoter-
pene indole alkaloids and proposed major biosynthesis routes of berberine

[F IS, /N B T 1 B 225 BT A, DY & /N BEBR (£ )-
Canadine, 5)LA % 8- A% /N BETH, (8-Oxoberberine, 6),
AT 3 e I A A SO, PA R AR A SR B A R R AR
FEYINBEBRL.

BT, ARSCERIR T 1969 7 LUK K & 1) 8 257N
BRI A A O 4 DL S 8 Sk AL G DU /N BE B ER
S-S AR/ NEERR 1 & BBk 2k, SRS b, v A A A R
FHG(C1 FIE) 7 [EME LSRG (C2 MR I H &
MG REZR. &G, B4 TEFHREHAER
D7) AR, R, K A DA T T SCHREEAT [l
(Scheme 3).

2 {AEBRUE(C1 IFMLE)

17 A RIS AR K B AR TE I8 Kb i FE h R
J& A 1) v R A R I R S BB, A R S R R
BT RFEE R — M E . W H AR R
R R R ) R DA R I R, 7RI
— IR LR A LR SE 00 A T B 5
IGAE RAR PRI R A g 2, B AL 785 FI R IR
FIRPIA G IR SE I E 3 & B SRR A, [F
A HL2 I B SR T R R I R N AR, ¥
J B Ak A

BT 1911 4, Pictet /NHPSIUSAM 2. N )
ok, 5 AR 2K 48R & A Bk % A6 A1 Bischler-
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Napieralski ¥ e NAF 2 IS5 WAL S 7, %40
G4 NaBH, 38 i 5 DL R e 3840 550 AT C(8)K
B, B RE/NEER. R, Buck Z5327EXT Pictet
INCHL G IR /N BE BRSBTS R, BT X I R
Pl RN ERTFAE] C(10),C(11)- AL AL
INEERRZRBIY) 9, FFAE C(9),C(10)-— AR AL/ NEE
Bk, JS4E Pictet /NHIFBA T8RS/ INEER I A A R, H
H AR XTI BA /N BED A2 0 i A2 i 98 DA % 4 At
FOE A T IRIZE I (Scheme 4, A).

2/ NBERS AR ) BGOSR N Pictet /NI AT TAE Y
Ja K, 1969 7F, Kametani ZEB3 ¢ YRHRIE T /NEER ) 4=
ER. AEE TS HIEIETE D PR 5] R R ) g
oAl S B X SR ME, BT SR T /N BERR Y 4
B RE A O RE B, (R T AE A /NEER 4> 6 Bl
BEE 7 E B /EE LA R ARACR 2 H
B A a5k, 4863 R8I EAAYE, & Bischler-
Napieralski #Mb [ N15 2L &9 10, ZEMEIE)R
K AT 2R I A T ki 54, LR EE A
C(8)IIRUR, IRV F LAk S B AN A8 Ak S 15 2
/INBETH R AR 1 (Scheme 4, B).

2002 A1 2012 4E, Schore /)NHB4IAT Mastranzo /)
2 SV Sl 3 sk 7 5 A 5| N = P R ke R R ¢ T
JE, DA ) FR I B DA S N I DX I B, B & TE K
VU /NEERH(S)-Canadine (13)H] 4 il (Scheme 4, C).
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Scheme 3 Strategies of total synthesis or formal synthesis of berberine

(A) 1911 Pictet group

<
O N H
0O = NaBH,4
I OMe

OMe
7

(B) 1969 Kametani group
(1) NaBH4
—_—

o]
CIL )
oBn (2)HCI
B : OMe

10 11
(C) 2002 Schore group; 2012 Mastranzo group

) H H
OH (2) Zn/NaOH, EtOH
(3) MeOH, CH,N,
oMe® 12

\\\\ o <O O
Al
= N
+
Y WL
OMe
0 9
® = (CH,)sSi, p_Tolfsi._ 13 OMe

R4 WS 5H/NERE S5 R

Scheme 4 Synthesis of framework of berberine with formaldehyde

EHAERENZ, FBARA W CRREPY. NN-—
FH 5 PR B 37 DA — S A o D818 5 P T /N Bl iy
B B (Scheme 5).

A, BEE e C®)HIusI ANB| D 3, FIH
FRER, KAS TR N C 3, TERsINGE
Bl AL B Gk, R EER R L.

1996 4£, Meyers /NHPMHRIE T DU/ NEERT) A
B B, ERUT AR, FHRRACAEY S

2220 http://sioc-journal.cn/

© 2021 Chinese Chemical Society & SIOC, CAS

SRR R AR 4 18] Sn2 ] B, 132 &4 18. B,
TEKEBHERT, SN PR AN 431 N Bk e Ak
G H) 8- AC/INEER, 19, %L AL LiAIH, B R H
AR RIS UNEE. 5 UL, R & B
28 LiAIH, 1 J5n] DU s BG4 20, 7E N-IRAX
BRI e (NBS) A1 — FHER R VE FH T, — PRI 153
VIS /NBEH(S)-(—)-Canadine (13) (Scheme 6, A, B).
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Scheme 5 Synthesis of framework of berberine with other formylation reagent
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(C) 2007 Chen group
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—_—
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OMe

21
D) 2017 Lee group

i .9
< m 0 8 OAc <o O  OAc 3steps O
POCl _Sstep
OMe ———————————> OMe > OMe
@ CHACN, reflux @

23 OMe 24 OMe 5 OMe

B 6 C1 707 NI LSRIE AL /N e S e 22
Scheme 6 Synthesis of berberine and its framework using C1 intramolecular cyclization
2007 4F, BRAGHT/NHYOSRIE TN T Z S REPIEE, — 2 a8 mRERER/NEERAL & ¥ (Scheme 6,
AER L. DAL 2,3- AR A O).
9 JERE, 2 2 0 6 B /N BERR BT A R 5 B T 2017 4F, Lee /NHMHRIE 1 2 MU S /NEEGRZEALL
b E 21 FELSEACBERITERLY, b &WmTaes YR, LIRS I 3,4- — AR R (i 9 J5URL,
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LW I AL ), 12 G4 Bischler-
Napieralski #b SN & MY S EMR AL 54 24, [l
Ja, &% W RN, 15EIEM/NEERL 5 (Scheme 6, D).

3 SFIEREERES(C2 IR LX)

DA 2 i R0 &0 7 22 18 9 JEURE, 48 B 7K 4 5 A
IR BIPRA EY), MBS C2 BT RAES
TIPSR, [FIS A B, C 3R, A& /NBEm S A 48
£ BE 22 5 B (Scheme 7).
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Scheme 7 Synthesis of berberine and its framework using C2
intramolecular cyclization

1972 4F, Z2ER /N 2T DLSH R 2 i R4 A 24 8%
RNIERE, EBKGEEFIRR, SR EH A/D K%
e 25. AR JE, LA EEQ6) N C2 &Y, it
-0 RN L DR BN, FRAE B/C 3, 5T
ANBERR A . (EAFIR IS, BRSNS

(A) 1972 An group

HN__-HCI

2}61

(B) 1987 Hanaoka group

(1) HCOOH
2 HCI

@@@ Ao A §

Et;N, DCM
0°C

,‘
OMe
4
OMe
28

O .
MeS ~---7
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(C) 1994 Nimgirawath group

A .
<o Y NH, ‘eocl EttN O N__O
30 ofu Brﬁ):o'\"e Bri% :OMe

OMe
31 32

ER 8

o)

0]

33

o[ 25 B T A R 4. i T I SIS R AR AE
%M, &REEAENIE R8Tl =ik —e
(4 fa . Tk, 28058 B A g1 /N
W31, TR R e 2 )L AR 2T A AR 2 (R
2y "I K ferb il 259488 (] KBH, 3K
A AL IR AR R O 7 ER IR /N BERR ) LA T
(Scheme 8, A).

1987 4F, Hanaoka /NSRS T PUS/NEEBR T &
. CLRAREHBR SRR AR ZE i N IR L, 22 oK 4 &
S LiAlHg i )543 2R b & 4. R,
DL o- B JE- O BEE 27 N C2 BT, KA FIaME
WRSON, #e g /NBEBR C 3, 15 21IRABEIZI &) 29.
b5, £ Raney Nickel fEFF, AWK AEBLIRAL
Wi B, 24 Bischler-Napieralski < N6 15 2 Y
S /NEEB 5 (Scheme 8, B).

1994 4, Nimgirawath /NWHRIE T /NEEGHIS AL
Wy 8- ARE A /NEERH (£ )-8-0x0canadine B A k. 1F
FHRH M GO OB AG) N ERE R T 1-H
FE-6,7- 0 F A S n bk, B SR R S IRAC AR IR
32 WAL EILEY) 33, Rl =1 T A AE
A5 TIE(AIBN) G K 5rF W E IR R T
(£)-8-oxocanadine (34)/¥] & B (Scheme 8, C).

O N ©f
N
l OMe
OMe
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Scheme 8 Total synthesis of berberine and its framework by An’s group et al.
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2014 4, REF/NHSURIET 8-AM/ NI &
B DABARR 295 01(35) . 2,2- — FRARJE 2 (36) LA M 2,3-
THREEE KRG, 5 i i g X R K
Pomeranz-Fritsch [ .55 % 35 J WA LA AL &) 38,
AT T /N 2L R AR R . &
J& 4 PA(OAC), AL 5T P Heck A K 2 3 58 B 8-48AK
/NEER 6 1115 i (Scheme 9, A).

2016 4, Mhaske /NHBUHRE T /NEEGZR D) 8-
ARG NEE TG . 7B LU Z e F 2,3-
AR HIR N IE R, 2B Ak DA R AR s B A5 24k
EW 39, BEJE, DL="T 3 LIGRPI0)N C2 BT,
7E Pdy(dba); FITER R, &ZE Stille B NS 21L&
¥) 41. 7£ Pd(OAc), PA K Cu(OAc)*H,0 1%, 1k
BT N IR R N LA F C—H #igft, 133
(£)-8-oxocanadine (34) (Scheme 9, B).

2018 4F, Clift /NHBHRIE T /INGERR LA K FHL 2R
MIAA . CLEHILZ % 32 Al 2,2- I 2 42)
SRRk, fE =GB IIVER T, K4 Pictet-Spengler %
R, 153 USR58, G542 g
@)4i A Ja4 NaBH(OAc)s ik i 15 B BUE LAY 44.
B Ji5 28 Friedel-Crafts JidEAb 5B ¥ Bk O LK S AL
RN, —HiE G BRI INEETAL B ). 12 R B 28 A
R 48, BN 54% (Scheme 9, C).

(A) 2014 Wu group

<mr . €OOH <

OMe 2 steps
W, —
.- OMe

MeO” OMe
36 37

(B) 2016 Mhaske group

BusSn
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(C) 2018 Clift group
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l OMe
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42 43
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[é:om CH4CN, 120 °C
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ST K A °
0 W20 Pd,(dba)s o e 2
39 1 oM -
» € AsPhs, DMF, 50 °C OMe
OMe OMe 0,

N (1) TFOH, CH,Cl,

o] e 0
< NH eHO 2 steps <
o] 2 _ 0
' OMe
32 O~ (MeO), gjiom
OMe

4 HESREWGE

2014 4, Donohobe /NHSILUEAM 2.1 A 5K, 24
RIRIE J5 AR LU K Friedel-Crafts BE3E4L [ .75 211k,
&) 45, IR, IR EY) 46 & 4 TEREFERIP S
PG A G, £ PAADMITER T, thEW) 45 5 46
RAEFMBE S AFEMEY) 47. Bi)a, (L&Y 47
KA KR SRR /NEERRCE 22 C 3R, (EA RN,
R O] DLPR I R LM D IR, VBB 7R RN 7K AR
R s R T NBERRAL B, B R, VEE 2K Pd
TEAL SRR I S LA 7K i e B — i, DA 28% &M
OB R] T /NEET AL &) (Scheme 10, A).

2015 4, Anand /NHBYR R siblAl &4 49 F1 46
2 Pd f#EALAE &4 Sonagashira RIS, K /N BT,
1) A5 D IAHESBIAH 50, BEJG K AE Ag fiEfL
153 WML [ VAT ) 7 A& 4, B Jm, 7E PPhs
MPERS, KABRS AT BI/NEERATAY). HTAE

B4 55, RIE N 32% (Scheme 10, B).

2016 4, EIRbR/NHBIDLIY S 7 AL &4 52
s A S 53 FRAAL G4 46 A LEFERL, 7E Cu(l)
PIERS, —8ibk NEE I A/B 31 5 D S AHE, 75
B EY) 54. (L5 54 £ PA(0). Rh EZ A4S
JEMEALT, %f:%ﬂr‘%\ AR B B NEERSAL A
1. HTAERIL 6 2, B 19% (Scheme 10, C).

Pd(OAc),, PCy;

1
0 Pd(OAc), (10 mol%) O 0

Cu(OAc), *H,0

(1 equiv.)

B — e
(2) 1, KOAc, EtOH

B9 /NBEBHE S5 K

Scheme 9 Synthesis of framework of berberine
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(B) 2015 Anand group PACI,(PPhs), < O
o OH Cul O
< promnnenesnees Et;N, 70 °C
o} : €HO
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............ OMe 0
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G4, AR e /N HLISOR] 437 A B R4 J
i BT /NEEBR R LAY Oxypalmatine.

2020 4F, FKRIEARZFLTLLE CRAIEIZE 2 56 K
JERE, S5 A W) 46 45 Sonogashira Bk Ag fi#
77 WIS 2 AL & 9; BEJS 4 Rh il
(1) C—H LS AL FE M R AU T JE = I Bk ot Jik 5 19 2
&Y 59, AT S 6n HIMER L, SEI T /NEE
W) s BaE K, BN 7.6% (Scheme 10, D).

5 FDHRNMATIE

2005 4, 2= TR /NHBSTERE 7 = A28 4% 6 ik
A, DLDUS 5 bk 60 FIYRACIR H R B (61) M 5
KL, fERRIL BuOK A/EH T, — My 1 /NEEE 444k
AW 62, FHEIL 10% Pd-C/Hy i J5 Sz W AN 32 fz w7 159
Wﬁ?8%ﬁ$%ﬁ*uwm3@mmwn)ﬁﬁﬁ

FEWE, BATRL I SEIN T = A2 B S A 245 A= 47 i L)
1) B EL TR AW ) 3 2 R
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B/ NEERS N R B A=A ke, Bar, cBg—
IR FE A .

6 BREERE

INBEBR, AF A I R IR S ISR A R, 325
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Metal-catalyzed total synthesis of berberine

1k, 7ERIR FMAA R BEAER. RELEA R
PR FIMLEI LA R Z R A&, A3 T ERAER W
J Uz RE. B ECVE FALE, FH T8 i I ROAE th L, 8
WFFE AT 5. 3B B 5 A A RS L2 A T BB
RARF=H), 3o T R RAR =W A6 A 5 B R
X, ML Gt — D HRE R IR = VITERE R N AT RE &
PR LR, TR B 3 3 A A SR AT e — L R AR B KSR
HIML &Y, NG Sk 025 BRAFE 7T DA K 2590 7 15 AR () JEL
. BEE E B E MY TR DNEER SN B AR B 1 R —
FRAEAHEM E NP FEmAEDRE 2), BNITEEY
AR ETTREE — e BRI, WF RN, HonT DU NEE
Bz AT k. AR, 2 ﬁfé%ﬁﬁmﬂ#m&mp
ne] ¥ A0 A/ NBERR IR LR P & g AR, I AR IE— 2
HARERE.

Cordrastine

(—)-BHydrastine Bicuculline

B2 HERBAIEEUEE
Figure 2 Structures of (—)-f-hydrastine and its analogues
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60 COEt * COEt  -60°C EtO,C (2) Ref. [59]
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Scheme 11 Formal synthesis of berberine skeleton by Li’s group

HE 2020 F, OB UL RBA 5ER T NEERREL
HATERAI A 1). B 1969 4 Kametani /N
UARIE/NEERL ) & LUK, M3 16 NIRRT
XEFERIA BORRS. TEIXLEsRgd, PLSEE A 358 D

BEHROE W T o) 2 K. Herh, Clift ANHARIE R LAY
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