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Abstract A supporting electrolyte-free method for the electrochemical synthesis of trifluoromethylated oxindoles in conti-
nuous flow was developed. Various N-arylacrylamides reacted with CF3SO.NHNHBoc smoothly to provide the corresponding
products in moderate yields. The reaction scale-up was easily realized without changing the reaction conditions, which showed

ARTICLE

the application potential of continuous flow electrochemical synthesis.
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WS Wy AR R SRR . 3 R Y R ) FER AR, AR
SN 3B (Scheme 1c). BEAN, %0 70 T BAR4E {5 A
FHIF I SR AL 2 B2, 76 TG 4@ AN TG S Ak 7 2% A
T, G 4- R SR I R BH AR S A A BB 2R E R
5, SIERA BRI, AT 4-(EEE ) 7
WENR-1,32H 4H)- —BH. {EASCAL R ZEAFTE LT, @
T EK S WIS TR SEIR T SR IBCR (Scheme 1d).
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ORISR, XFEMOAL 2 B0 S LA, 38 234 [
BRI 2%, ET R T Ak 25 07 VE L bR S A .
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(Scheme 1le).
1 BR5R
1.1 RMEHHK

%%, ¥EH CF:SO,NHNHBoc (1) N-75 3 P )ik
& (2a) WA RLRY), —FHWRAIELA 3 11, ERNAE
A1 S N BERR, FH R BH R R TG B L S AL IR A
T, WIEN S T, HEEEEREE)A 0.25
mm. JE SR A R DR ER R R N
SR WR 1 PR, TEARIN SRR 44T,
LN 42 mA, E N 0.06 mL/min( B2 84 18] A 3.8
min), 5N V(MeCN) : V(H,0)=6 : 1 LIRS 60 C

R GRS RN B AR AL @

Table 1 Optimization of reaction conditions in continuous flow
electrochemical cell

CF4SO,NHNHBoc
C (+)
1 — CFs
+ —UVL— 0
Pt () N
60 °C, 0.06 mL-min"!, 42 mA 32
N0

| CH3CN/H,0 (V:V = 6:1)

2a "standard conditions"

Entry  Deviation from standard conditions Yield”/%
1 — 53
2 CH3CN as solvent n.d.
3 CH3;CN/H20 (V. V=4 1) as solvent 41
4  CH3;CN/H20 (V. V=8 @ 1) as solvent 45
5 24 mA 42
6 36 mA 44
7 48 mA 39
8 Reaction at r.t. 39
9  Reactionat40 C 45
10  Reaction at 80 C 48
11 0.03 mL/min 20¢
12 0.09 mL/min 40
13 0.12 mL/min 31

“ Standard conditions: graphite anode, Pt cathode (25 cm?), interelectrode
distance (0.25 mm), 1 (0.9 mmol), 2a (0.3 mmol), ¥(CH;CN) : V(H,0)=6 : 1
(10 mL), air, 60 ‘C, flow rate 0.06 mLemin !, fz(calculated residence time)=
3.8 min, constant currant (42 mA), 14.5 Femol . ?Isolated yield. ¢ Yield de-
termined by HPLC analysis.
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B, B2 DL 53% 01075 B R A3 31 = 5 H A0 S AL g W=
Y 3a (Entry 1). 4550 8oR, W57 LG RKE EL B
LSRN 2, A KM TGRS B ARy, 2
K& 2 Bt D EA R T = B EEAT (Entry 2~4). #2
5, WAL T FLN ORI  F AL, 2 R
BHOEALRBRAL, o @& S ECERIR, WAL E
FRPE 3a 177 % (Bntry 5~7). BEJE, WFA T IR R
LR, R IUE TR A R T RS AT, (E IR
FrE & 80 CHy A7 SR 52 1 PR, HRA&EH 60 C
N SN () AR T B (Entry 8~10). )5 %82 T i) e
IV NS SRR T ST O D g A=A T E I T
T FEUR NPIA 58 A, EPEKE 0.03 mL/min
I ARG ) /> B ) (Entry 11~13).
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x2
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(3h). FEIEG)FIFRIE3s), 15 EA RIT 1 3%
PE. 3 N-ZREE IR IR AR L&A SRR, B> R IE R
FEAR(3m). 2 NIBIRIZ, 48 im0 i T B L 1)
JRYS = 1 R, REEIRAR H bR 3i.
B 5% 7 RS T ERIURERS SRR SR, 2 U T
R 2 SR SRFERIEIR, OSET AT LU
HEAT, 53 B AR (50%~65%, 3n~3r). {2, 4%
SR B R R BB A R R (A0 Ac, Ts)E,
RS 1 S TGV SR AT AR B (14 S A 05 Wk =) (3s ~
3u). EHA—RIVE, RN ELT, WEEMATAY)
AT DR 5 =960 ISR E I 1 B2, DL 42% 0 &
R = IR 1) = 5 AL A5 = ) (B).
1.3 RMHIRK
NTREZITEE RN, 20T 15 2b e R
256 (Scheme 2). K55 2b (1.9 g, 9 mmol)Al = % H %
k7 1 (3 equiv.)iE T V(MeCN) : V(H,0)=6 : 1 (300
mL)VER T, LA 0.06 mL/min F55 28 1T 3B S FAk
RN, N 83 hJE, ALL61%MITT KGRI T 1.5¢
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Table 2 Substrate scope

CF3SO,NHNHBoc + O\f _Mm_» R
=

1

X

Pt (-

60 °C, 0.06 mL- m|n L 42 mA
CH3CN/H,0 (V:V =6:1)
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\
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CF, CFs3 CF3 CFs CFs
o 0 0 o o
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3m: 57% 3n:51% 30: 59% 3p: 65% 3q: 54%
CF3 CF3 CFy CF3 CFs
o) o) 0 o) °
\ N N N i
\\Ph Ac Ts
3r: 50% 3s: 0% 3t: 0% 3u: 0% 3v: 42%

“Standard conditions: graphite anode, Pt cathode (25 cm?), interelectrode distance (0.25 mm), 1 (0.9 mmol), 2 (0.3 mmol), ¥(CH;CN) : V(H,0)=6 : 1 (10 mL), air,
60 C, flow rate=0.06 mLemin ', fz(calculated residence time)=3.8 min, constant currant (42 mA), 14.5 Femol .
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S AT VE I N N, A = A S
W5 WAk A DR AL T BT 1) SR
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3.1 NE5RFA

e B A I N TE TG BRI % 5 B (205 pL)
HEAT. SR A R N BRI S I A Eig S T
WAEBRA RIS, fEfE BRI #H HY3005SMT H
PEASCHEAT A SN 3 I A €8 B o P kAT SR AR
(300~400 H). ZHILIRAIEH Agilent Technologies
4mMRMﬁmmm¢@J'm$ﬁWh)Vm EFR R

% FH VARIAN Jl#3(CDClL fE¥ 71, CFCls NN r); itk
EB Agilent Technologies 1260 Infinity W15, JHid#HZ A
WH(TLC)E 254 nm WEEAME N IRMETE KB BRAEAH
LA, A5 ShRNA R38O AT B s A SR, I HLE
Ak aith. thEP1 LUK 2a~2v AR4E CLRIE [ STk
il g 541,
32 ZLWHE

A58 FH C 2% A 55 SH BRORH 40 v BH A0 PR 32 2 HL A, 7
42 mA (P18 E IR N 3T A, BAREEE N 0.25 mm.
B N-75 R BRI R 40(0.03 mol/L)5 1 (3 equiv.)iiE &
#T V(MeCN) @ V(H0)=6 : 1 1, i FiFsh 0K N
FIRLL 0.06 mL/min IR LA, 78 R TR
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10 mL V(2.8 h), F H,O (10 mL)Fiks, 1/ 2% Z.H
(10 mLX3)ZEHL. & I AU K%, oK
T B M8 5 el T R 4. R 7= 4 o e P A e i i A,
A ik (PE) 1R . FR(EA) ML, 23] BARF=4) 3a~
3v.

1,3- = W1 3E-3-(2,2,2- = 95 £ 3 ) 18] W -2- i (3a)146-500;
TR, 7% 53%. 'TH NMR (400 MHz, Chloroform-d)
d:7.34 (t, J=17.7 Hz, 1H), 7.29 (d, J=7.3 Hz, 1H), 7.11 (t,
J=7.5Hz, 1H), 6.91 (d, J=7.8 Hz, 1H), 3.26 (s, 3H), 2.85
(dg, J=15.2, 10.7 Hz, 1H), 2.67 (dq, J=15.1, 10.4 Hz,
1H), 1.43 (s, 3H); "F NMR (377 MHz, Chloroform-d) :
—61.96 (s); MS (EI) m/z (%): 243 (100).

5-50-1,3- 7 H R -3-2,2,2- = L 4 FE ) 5] Bk -2- il
(3146301 A&, =3 63%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) J: 7.29 (dd, J=8.3, 2.1 Hz, 1H), 7.24 (d,
J=2.1 Hz, 1H), 6.80 (d, J=8.3 Hz, 1H), 3.22 (s, 3H), 2.82
(dq, J=15.2, 10.6 Hz, 1H), 2.63 (dq, J=15.2, 10.4 Hz,
1H), 1.40 (s, 3H); ""F NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d) ¢:
—61.56 (s); MS (EI) m/z (%): 277 (100).

5.9 -1,3- 7 3 34(2,2,2- = H 20 %) 18] W -2- il
(30)470: A E AR, 23 50%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) o: 7.44 (dd, J=8.3, 2.0 Hz, 1H), 7.37 (d,
J=1.9 Hz, 1H), 6.76 (d, J=8.3 Hz, 1H), 3.22 (s, 3H), 2.82
(dg, J=15.2, 10.6 Hz, 1H), 2.62 (dq, J=15.2, 10.4 Hz,
1H), 1.40 (s, 3H); '°F NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d) J:
—61.49 (s); MS (EI) m/z (%): 321 (100).

5o -1,3- 7 H R -3-(2,2,2- = L 4 FE ) 5] Bk -2- il
(3a)470: FEEAR, F2EE 45%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) d: 7.63 (dd, J=8.2, 1.6 Hz, 1H), 7.54 (s,
1H), 6.67 (d, J=8.2 Hz, 1H), 3.21 (s, 3H), 2.82 (dq, J=
15.2, 10.6 Hz, 1H), 2.61 (dq, J=15.2, 10.4 Hz, 1H), 1.40
(s, 3H); '°F NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d) §: —61.44 (t,
J=9.6 Hz); MS (EI) m/z (%): 369 (100).

S-EUEE-1,3- T 3 3-(2,2,2- = H 4 FE ) 5] Wk -2- i
(3e)l47-48501 A, 723 50%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) d: 7.68~7.63 (m, 1H), 7.52 (s, 1H), 6.96
(d, J=8.2 Hz, 1H), 3.27 (s, 3H), 2.87 (dq, J=15.3, 10.6
Hz, 1H), 2.67 (dq, J=15.3, 10.3 Hz, 1H), 1.43 (s, 3H); °F
NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d) J: —62.33 (t, J=9.8
Hz); MS (EI) m/z (%): 268 (100).

1,3- 7 HHE-3-(2,2,2- = 90 £ 38 )-5-( = 550 H 22 ) g k-2
BR300 [ @E Ak, % 55%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) d: 7.61 (dd, J=8.2, 1.0 Hz, 1H), 7.49 (s,
1H), 6.96 (d, J=8.2 Hz, 1H), 3.27 (s, 3H), 2.87 (dq, J=
15.2, 10.6 Hz, 1H), 2.68 (dq, J=15.2, 10.3 Hz, 1H), 1.44
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(s, 3H); 'F NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d) §: —61.35,
—61.89 (t, J=8.7 Hz); MS (EI) m/z (%): 311 (100).

5- PR HE-1,3- T HEE-34(2,2,2- = 5 £ 5 5| W -2- il
(3 [ E A, #F 51%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) : 7.97 (dd, J=8.2, 1.4 Hz, 1H), 7.91 (s,
1H), 6.93 (d, J=8.2 Hz, 1H), 3.28 (s, 3H), 2.88 (dq, J=
15.2, 10.6 Hz, 1H), 2.78~2.65 (m, 1H), 2.60 (s, 3H), 1.43
(s, 3H); "F NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d) 6: —61.68
(s); MS (EI) m/z (%): 285 (100).

S-RRFIE-1,3-  FHE-3-(2,2,2- = 6 £, 3 5| k- 2-
Fl(3h)1850) [ EE R, 7228 65%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) J: 8.06 (dd, J=38.2, 1.7 Hz, 1H), 7.94 (s,
1H), 6.92 (d, J=8.2 Hz, 1H), 3.91 (s, 3H), 3.27 (s, 3H),
2.86 (dq, J=15.2, 10.6 Hz, 1H), 2.69 (dq, J=15.2, 10.4
Hz, 1H), 1.43 (s, 3H); '°F NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d)
d: —61.63 (t,J=10.6 Hz); MS (EI) m/z (%): 301 (100).

1,3,5- = F 5L 3-(2,2,2- =% £ 3% 5] We-2- i (3)147-50;
A E R, 723 56%. '"H NMR (400 MHz, Chloroform-d)
8: 7.13~7.05 (m, 2H), 6.76 (d, J=7.9 Hz, 1H), 3.21 (s,
3H), 2.80 (dq, J=15.1, 10.8 Hz, 1H), 2.62 (dq, J=15.1,
10.5 Hz, 1H), 2.35 (s, 3H), 1.39 (s, 3H); "9F NMR (283
MHz, Chloroform-d) §: —61.46 (t, J=11.4 Hz); MS (EI)
m/z (%): 257 (100).

ST 3 -1,3- U 3E-34(2,2,2- = G £ 3 ) 5] k- 2- i
GBR)H00: {E[E A, FE% 48%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) o: 7.35~7.28 (m, 2H), 6.80 (d, J=8.1 Hz,
1H), 3.22 (s, 3H), 2.80 (dq, J=15.2, 10.8 Hz, 1H), 2.65
(dq, J=15.2, 10.5 Hz, 1H), 1.41 (s, 3H), 1.32 (s, 9H); '°F
NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d) J: —62.74(s); MS (EI)
m/z (%): 299 (100).

5o HE-1,3- T RE-34(2,2,2- = £ FE) 5| W -2- il
@BDE70 & [E AR, F2E 47%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) J: 6.88 (d, J=2.5 Hz, 1H), 6.84 (dd, J=
8.4, 2.4 Hz, 1H), 6.78 (d, J=8.4 Hz, 1H), 3.80 (s, 3H),
3.21 (s, 3H), 2.88~2.74 (m, 1H), 2.62 (dq, J=15.2, 10.5
Hz, 1H), 1.40 (s, 3H); '°F NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d)
5: —61.37 (d, J=10.4 Hz); MS (EI) m/z (%): 273 (100).

1,3,7- = 1 3£-3-(2,2,2- = 4 £ 52 ) 5] W -2- i (3m) 15
TR, 7% 57%. '"H NMR (400 MHz, Chloroform-d)
8: 7.08 (d, J=17.3 Hz, 1H), 7.03 (d, J=17.5 Hz, 1H), 6.96
(t, J=7.5 Hz, 1H), 3.51 (s, 3H), 2.83 (dq, J=15.1, 10.7
Hz, 1H), 2.66~2.55 (m, 4H), 1.38 (s, 3H); "°F NMR (283
MHz, Chloroform-d) 0: —61.52 (t, J=10.8 Hz); MS (EI)
m/z (%): 257 (100).

O FE 3. B 3-2.2.2- = B4 ) M)k -2- il

http://sioc-journal.cn/ 3243
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(3m)o-48301 Al fA, 722 51%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) d: 7.33~7.27 (m, 1H), 7.25 (s, 1H), 7.08
(td, J=17.6, 0.8 Hz, 1H), 6.90 (d, /=7.8 Hz, 1H), 3.88 (dq,
J=14.5,7.2 Hz, 1H), 3.69 (dq, /=14.3, 7.2 Hz, 1H), 2.84
(dq, J=15.2, 10.7 Hz, 1H), 2.64 (dq, J=15.1, 10.4 Hz,
1H), 1.40 (s, 3H), 1.25 (t, J=7.2 Hz, 3H); ’F NMR (283
MHz, Chloroform-d) 6: —61.44 (s); MS (EI) m/z (%): 257
(100).

TR 3 3-(2,2,2- = B 4 FE ) M| g -2 i
(30)146-47:4950 (AR, P 59%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) ¢: 7.30~7.23 (m, 2H), 7.08 ~7.02 (m, 2H),
4.61 (h, J=7.1 Hz, 1H), 2.84 (dq, J=15.1, 10.7 Hz, 1H),
2.67~2.54 (m, 1H), 1.48 (dd, J/=7.1, 4.8 Hz, 6H), 1.38 (s,
3H); '"F NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d) §: —61.55 (t,
J=10.7 Hz); MS (EI) m/z (%): 271 (100).

(2-F2 £ H)-3- F K -3-(2,2,2- = R & B ) 5] ik -2- i
GBp)¥70: LA, 7% 65%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) ¢: 7.34~7.23 (m, 2H), 7.09 (t, J=7.5 Hz,
1H), 6.98 (d, J/=7.9 Hz, 1H), 3.97~3.82 (m, 4H), 2.86
(dq, J=15.2, 10.7 Hz, 1H), 2.66 (dq, J=15.2, 10.4 Hz,
1H), 1.41 (s, 3H); '°F NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d) J:
—61.55 (t, J=10.5 Hz); MS (EI) m/z (%): 273 (100).

1- 2% 53— JE 3-(2,2,2- = B & FE ) W] Wk -2- i
(3q)14e0: [ &, =3 54%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) ¢: 7.54 (t, J=7.7 Hz, 2H), 7.46~7.36 (m,
3H), 7.33 (d, J=7.4 Hz, 1H), 7.23 (dd, J=7.8, 1.1 Hz,
1H), 7.13 (t, J=17.5 Hz, 1H), 6.84 (d, J/=7.9 Hz, 1H), 2.97
(dq, J=15.2, 10.7 Hz, 1H), 2.73 (dq, J=15.1, 10.4 Hz,
1H), 1.54 (s, 3H); '°F NMR (283 MHz, Chloroform-d) J:
—61.67 (t, J=10.6 Hz); MS (EI) m/z (%): 305 (100).

1- 7 56 3= JE 3-(2,2,2- = B & FE ) W] W -2- il
(Br)l4e0: A E K, 22 50%. 'H NMR (400 MHz,
Chloroform-d) ¢: 7.35~7.25 (m, 6H), 7.19 (t, J=7.7 Hz,
1H), 7.06 (t, J=7.5 Hz, 1H), 6.77 (d, J=7.9 Hz, 1H),
5.02~4.87 (m, 2H), 2.92 (dq, J=15.1, 10.7 Hz, 1H), 2.71
(dq, J=15.1, 10.5 Hz, 1H), 1.47 (s, 3H); ’F NMR (283
MHz, Chloroform-d) 6: —61.20 (s); MS (EI) m/z (%): 319
(100).

1-H 2 -1-(2,2,2- = 3 £ 3£)-5,6- — & -4H- ML g% 5F
[3,2, 1] W IHK-2( 1 H)-F (3v)46-48.50), [ ([ 4, 772K 42%..
'"H NMR (400 MHz, Chloroform-d) J: 7.10 (d, J/=7.4 Hz,
1H), 7.06 (d, J=7.7 Hz, 1H), 6.97 (t, J=7.5 Hz, 1H),
3.76~3.70 (m, 2H), 2.85~2.72 (m, 3H), 2.72~2.61 (m,
1H), 2.04~1.98 (m, 2H), 1.42 (s, 3H); "F NMR (283
MHz, Chloroform-d) : —61.41 (d, J/=11.3 Hz); MS (EI)
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MR
miz (%): 269 (100).
4 Bh A1l (Supporting Information) % %2 FE AL 22 %%

BHE, (L&Y 3a~3v 1 'TH NMR A1 '°F NMR &i¥, 1t
AW 4 1 GCMS BEE. X EeRPRE AT DL 3% AT X 3l
(http://sioc-journal.cn/) I N #k.
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